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About the NIMCAST

The National Incident Management System Capability Assessment Support Tool (NIMCAST) is a self-assessment instrument for State, local, tribal, and private-sector and nongovernmental organizations to evaluate their jurisdiction's ability to effectively prepare for, prevent, respond to, and recover from domestic incidents, regardless of cause, size, or complexity. The National incident Management System (NIMS) and, by extension, the NIMCAST are designed to enhance the ability of the United States to manage domestic incidents by establishing a single, comprehensive system for incident management. 

Who Completes an Assessment using the NIMCAST?

All Emergency Management Programs in the State of Michigan were mandated to conduct an assessment for their jurisdiction’s incident management capabilities and to identify on what areas have already been met to meet full NIMS compliancy prior to September 30, 2005.  All other municipalities, emergency response organizations, agencies and private entities are encouraged to conduct an assessment as well to help in identifying the shortfalls with their incident management capabilities to enhance the overall efficiency of multi-jurisdictional/agency response.  
How to Conduct an Assessment

The NIMCAST is a compilation of statements based directly upon requirements found in the NIMS. All questions are in a "Yes/No" format. Each Chapter of NIMS is broken down by sections that include compliance requirements. The language found in NIMS that outlines the requirement(s) accompanies each question in the NIMCAST. Some questions include information providing help or clarification for answering the particular question.

Access to the system is a roll-down system where all users are invited by the next higher level, however to keep the access simple and manageable, the State of Michigan is the principal grantor for all users who would like to access the system.  If your jurisdiction is interested in accessing the NIMCAST to conduct an assessment, please email Jim Reardon of the Emergency Management and Homeland Security Division at reardonj@michigan.gov with your name, agency, phone number and email address to set up an account for you or your representative.

Upon account set up, the user will receive an email message from the NIMCAST administrators granting access to the system.  The email address provided to Mr. Reardon will be the username and the password indicated in the email message will access you into the system.  Once you enter into the system, you will be required to change your password to a new one.  If you forget your password, you may generate another password by selecting “Generate a New Temporary Password” under the login in boxes on the home page.
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Please refer to the user guide for additional assistance in completing the NIMCAST for your agency.  Upon completion, please submit a report by choosing “Rollup Reports” at the left side.  
You may conduct an assessment as many times as you wish.  It is encouraged to conduct atleast one or two additional ones to compare and identify the progress that has been made in fulfilling NIMS compliancy.

Generating Reports

You may generate a report upon completing an assessment by:
1. Selecting the “Report” link at the left side of the screen.

2. Select “Comprehensive Scores” for the Report type.

3. Select the version you wish to generate a report for.
4. Click “Generate Report”
5. Once the report is displayed, click the pdf version of it through its link labled just above the top-left side of the report and you may then print it.
For access to the system

 Please email Jim Reardon of the Emergency Management and Homeland Security Division at reardonj@michigan.gov with your name, agency, phone number and email address to set up an account for you or your representative.

