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Michigan’s Federal Education Accountability Plan Approved By Washington
June 9, 2003


DETROIT – Michigan educational leaders received official notification from the United States Department of Education today of approval of the state’s education accountability plan.  

Michigan’s accountability plan becomes the 35th approved by the federal government, federal education officials said Monday. 

Approval of the accountability plan marks a huge milestone for Michigan. The plan, required by federal law, is an outgrowth of the federal No Child Left Behind law, which  holds schools accountable for improving student achievement, especially for minority and low-income students.

“This is a huge achievement for the state of Michigan,” said U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige.  “It’s proof that Michigan is thoughtfully looking at how to better address its education needs. And now - thanks to everyone’s hard work - there is a strategy in place to get results for all of the children of Michigan.  I congratulate the State Board of Education, Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Watkins, Chief Academic Officer Dr. Jeremy Hughes, and everyone who worked so hard in partnership with the Department of Education to get this done.”
Michigan Governor Jennifer M. Granholm also praised the tireless work of the State Board of Education and the Department of Education in reaching this watershed event.

“Today, we add the United States Department of Education to our group of dedicated educational stakeholders that are aligned with a singular purpose: to uplift those Michigan schools that need our help the most,” Granholm said. “Together, we will move forward – under the auspices of Michigan’s approved accountability plan - to strengthen all of our schools.
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Kathleen Straus, State Board of Education President, said that Michigan remains committed to high academic standards.  The state accreditation system - Education YES! -  will measure achievement in science and social studies in addition to math and reading as measured by No Child Left Behind of reading and math.
“Michigan’s plan is in direct alignment with the State Board of Education’s strategic goal of improving the academic achievement of all students and schools especially those that are underperforming,” Straus said. “Michigan’s accountability plan assists in optimizing resources to prioritize schools and students so they can receive the most assistance.

Tom Watkins, Michigan Superintendent of Public Instruction, said approval of the plan is a culmination of more than 18 months of work to adapt the federal guidelines to Michigan’s educational system.
“Michigan strongly embraces the spirit and moral imperative of the No Child Left Behind law,” Watkins said. “On behalf of Michigan’s students, we celebrate our partnership with thousands of educational stakeholders, parents and citizens at large who have had the opportunity to provide input to the plan and to share their diverse perspectives.”

Michigan’s education accountability plan details the process and timeline by which the state plans to achieve full proficiency of the state-developed academic content standards.  It also addresses how the state intends to close persistent achievement gaps between disadvantaged children and their peers.

Michigan’s complete plan will soon be posted online at: hhtp://www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/CFP/csas/index.html.  For more information about NCLB and accountability, go to www.nclb.gov
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