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Making Your Case: Fast Facts





How do exemplary practices in Title I relate to service-learning? Service-learning as a strategy for Title I service delivery shows enormous promise based on the research literature on what works for students who are traditionally served. The Title I research literature indicates that children of poverty, like their more advantaged peers, learn best when: 


There are opportunities for them to use their own experiences; 


They experience instruction that highlights meaning and understanding;


 Programs recognize that students often learn best by directing their own learning;


They are engaged in complex thinking;  


They work together on planning;  


Action expectations for high performance are uniformly high for all students;


Families and community members are involved; 


Programs show respect for students’ cultural and linguistic backgrounds; 


Instruction is coordinated and/or integrated with regular classroom programs; 


Academic learning time is extended.


The information above is taken from “Linking Service-Leaning and NCLB Title I- Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged”. For examples of program that have used service-learning and connected it to Title I see the RMC web site at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.rmcdenver.com/products.htm" ��http://www.rmcdenver.com/products.htm�. 








Professional Development Opportunities





december 2004





20TH Annual Educating for Citizenship Conference at the Kellogg Center in E. Lansing.


For more info go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.miciviced.org" ��www.miciviced.org� 





Michigan Service-Learning Teacher Fellows Program


Application deadline. For more info call Diana @ 517-241-3493.  





january 2004





Practitioners' Conference on Civic Education �New Orleans, LA. For more info go to: 


                           � HYPERLINK "http://www.civicedconf.org/practice.html" \t "_blank" �http://www.civicedconf.org/practice.html�





February 2004





Michigan Service-Learning Institute at Adrian College.


For more info go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.micampuscompact.org" ��www.micampuscompact.org�. 





Service-Learning Teacher Fellows Program





The Michigan Community Service Commission is pleased to announce the launch of the Service-Learning Teacher Fellows program. With support from State Farm Insurance Companies, the program will promote excellence in service-learning and provide peer leadership to the field in Michigan and throughout the nation.





The Service-Learning Teacher Fellows will be a corps of experienced teachers who run exemplary service-learning projects and who are willing and able to share their expertise and enthusiasm with their peers.  The Fellows should be respected members of their school district’s service-learning team.  They will mentor and train teachers and administrators in effective service-learning practices, write curricula, publish articles, and promote the use of service-learning as an effective teaching tool. Annually, the Fellows will receive a $500 cash award, ongoing leadership training, and invitations to participate in a variety of Fellows activities.  In exchange, the Fellows will make a two-year commitment to contribute to the promotion and development of service-learning at the local, state, and national levels.


 


In the inaugural year, the Michigan Community Service Commission (MCSC) will select ten Fellows to participate. To receive an application contact the Diana Algra at (517) 241-3493 or go to the Commission website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mcsc" ��www.michigan.gov/mcsc�. Application deadline is December 13, 2004.





�





Students Use the Rouge River as Classroom �


As part of the Rouge Education Project, students in Detroit, Michigan; conducted water tests on the Rouge River for the river’s annual cleanup. Teachers used the water-testing project and an activity about the river’s watershed done earlier in the year to reinforce science and math concepts. In addition to being more knowledgeable about the environment, students became more connected to their environment and local habitats. Students engaged in activities to promote the preservation of natural resources and became positive models to others in the community. For more information on this project click on the following two web sites.  Rouge Education Project, � HYPERLINK "http://www.therouge.org" �www.therouge.org.��� HYPERLINK "http://www.detnews.com/2004/schools/0410/18/c03-306730.htm" \t "_blank" �http://www.detnews.com/2004/schools/0410/18/c03-306730.htm�





 

















Service-Learning Resources 





Project Ignition Awards Grants for Teen Driving Safety Service-Learning Projects �25 high schools around the country have been awarded $2,000 grants to create service-learning projects that address the issue of teen-driver safety. Sponsored by State Farm Insurance Companies and the National Youth Leadership Council (NYLC), Project Ignition encourages students and teachers to creatively use multimedia in their service-learning projects. ��In January 2005, ten finalists will be notified and will receive a stipend of up to $5,000 from State Farm for travel to the National Service-Learning Conference in Long Beach, California to be held March 2005. There, the finalists will present their projects and judges will select the Best of Festival award, with the winning school or organization receiving a grant of $10,000.  Consider going to the web site and see the projects that these students will be undertaking this year. � HYPERLINK "http://sfprojectignition.com/" \t "_blank" �http://sfprojectignition.com/�





Kids Voting USA Curriculum�The Kids Voting USA program combines innovative classroom activities with an authentic voting experience to help students gain knowledge, skills and confidence to be active citizens. Civics Alive! which contains classroom activities for grades K-12, offers learn-by-doing activities that empower students to develop critical-thinking skills, reflect on their role and responsibilities as citizens, and confidently participate in the civic life of our nation. Destination Democracy, designed to complement Civics Alive! targets high school students who are approaching adulthood and official voter status. The service-learning activities focus on fostering meaningful civic engagement with students mentoring younger students, registering voters, working for political candidates, and researching and debating public policy issues. Visit the following two web sites for more information: � HYPERLINK "http://snipurl.com/NSRC_kidsvote" \t "_blank" �http://snipurl.com/NSRC_kidsvote� or � HYPERLINK "http://kidsvotingusa.org/about/overview.asp" \t "_blank" �Kids Voting USA overview�.





YMCA Releases Second Edition Guide to Service-Learning�The YMCA Guide to Service-Learning: A Tool for Enriching the Member, the Participant, the YMCA and the Community, is now available in a second edition, expanded with more information, new training design and new tools and worksheets. This guide outlines three main components of the service-learning process: establishing learning objectives that are both broad and specific, performing meaningful service, and reflecting upon the experience so participants have a "snapshot" of what they have done. It provides real life examples and ideas that make the concepts of the three components easy to understand. Additionally, the guide includes assessment tools to explore project quality and sustainability, and other tips and resources related to service-learning. Call 800-747-0089 to order a copy.





Making the Election Connection�Every four years we have a chance to make the "Presidential Election Connection." Cathryn Berger Kaye, M.A., a national service-learning consultant and author of The Complete Guide to Service Learning, recommends a list of books, teaching tools, and other resources to engage students in the election process.  � HYPERLINK "http://service-learningpartnership.org/teaching/electconnect.cfm" �http://service-learningpartnership.org/teaching/electconnect.cfm�.

















Civics commission gets students involved 








Getting students interested, much less involved, in politics and government has always been difficult. The Michigan House Civics Commission is a bipartisan commission that encourages students to make proposals that can actually be submitted to the Michigan legislature. Since December 2002, the commission has held monthly public hearings within Michigan’s K-12 schools, and students have responded with a variety of interesting proposals.  





Besides making it possible for students to testify before the commission, the MHCC offers other student resources that can be accessed from its Website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.civicscommission.com/" �civicscommission.com�. These resources include the Capitol Speakers Bureau, Tips for Testifying, Legislative Updates and polls on various political issues. 
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The Michigan Community Service Commission’s
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November 2004





To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.3493, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:algrad1@michigan.gov" ��algrad1@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





"For anything worth having one must pay the price; and the price is always work, patience, love, self-sacrifice-no paper currency, no promises to pay, but the gold of real service." 


 by John Burroughs





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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