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Funding Opportunity





The Michigan Community Service Commission (MCSC), in partnership with the Michigan Department of Education and the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) will soon announce the availability of federal funds to support Learn and Serve – Michigan School-Based (SB) programs to start September 1, 2006.





Notice of Funds Available					December 1, 2005





2006-2007 Competitive Application Guidelines Available 	January 6, 2006





2006-2007   Competitive School-Based Applications Due	April 5, 2006





Technical Assistance outreach sessions will also be provided on January 17, 20, and 27, 2006 in Lansing, Detroit, and Traverse City. These sessions will provide prospective applicants with a general overview of school-based service-learning, the Learn and Serve – Michigan SB program, funding priorities, how to apply for the grant, and grant writing tips.





If you would like to learn more about the Learn and Serve – Michigan program or the application process please visit the Michigan Community Service Commission website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mcsc" ��www.michigan.gov/mcsc� or call (517) 335-4295.








Facing the Future develops young people’s capacity and commitment to create thriving, sustainable, and peaceful local and global communities.  For a wealth of information on global issues including lesson plans, information on population and sustainability, and service-learning research and tools visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.facingthefuture.org/" ��http://www.facingthefuture.org/�


The Global Schoolhouse is the original virtual meeting place where educators, students, parents and community members can collaborate, interact, develop, publish and discover learning resources. Their projects registry is a clearinghouse for more than 2000 online collaborative projects, organized by topic, grade, and project date. Find partners or join projects from around the globe. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.globalschoolnet.org/GSH/" ��http://www.globalschoolnet.org/GSH/�


Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service                           


On January 16, 2006, Americans across the country will celebrate the national holiday honoring the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Hundreds of thousands of Americans will remember Dr. King by participating in service projects in their communities. For resources, toolkits and project tips visit http://mlkday.org/








Creating Quilts of Comfort





Students all over the world have been helping to provide comfort to children 


experiencing needs while receiving emergency or ongoing needed medical care, 


following natural disasters, or during times of transition, crisis or displacement 


from their homes and communities. Students make quilts using fabric squares on


 which they have drawn smiling faces. Classrooms identify a need for the quilt(s) 


within their local community such as a hospital caring for children, a local 


emergency rescue team where the quilt can be kept in an ambulance to comfort 


children being transported for medical care, a shelter or transition home for 


children and families. Some of the comfort quilts are given to regional Ronald 


McDonalds Houses where children and their families stay while receiving 


medical care at a nearby hospital. Yet others respond to the need of making and sending comfort quilts to places in the world where children need comfort because of natural disasters. As part of participation in this International Education and Resource Network (iEARN) project, participants are asked to connect their service to language arts standards through documenting their comfort quilt project in a report with writing and pictures. They can then share their work online with iEARN global peers who are also comfort quilts project participants. When participants in this project receive email about how their global peers are making and giving comfort quilts or read about one another's work on the Comfort Quilts Website, they will send each other email messages of response sharing reflections on the impacts of their project. For more information on this and other projects visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.iearn.org" ��http://www.iearn.org�.


For even more global collaboration ideas visit http://www.cesa4.k12.wi.us/programs-services/itech/meetings-workshops/workshoplinks/globalcollaboration.htm











Recognize the Stars of Service-Learning!





Service-learning in Michigan has been taken 


to new heights over the past several years by 


educators, administrators, and nonprofit 


professionals. For this reason, the Michigan 


Community Service Commission (MCSC)


 is pleased to present the Learn and Serve


 - Michigan 2006 Outstanding Service-Learning Awards. These awards recognize the very best in Michigan’s service-learning community. Four awards will be given--one to a teacher/practitioner, one to an innovative service-learning program, one to a school administrator, and one to a student. Nominations for these prestigious awards may be submitted by anyone familiar with service-learning philosophies, such as co-workers, school administrators, students, family, and friends. Self-nominations are also accepted. Nomination forms are available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mcsc" ��www.michigan.gov/mcsc�.





The deadline for submission has been extended to December 16, 2005.








Make Every Drop Count


It is easy to take for granted access to safe drinking water. When we’re thirsty, we go to a water fountain or to a sink and get a glass of water. Yet, for more than 1 billion people, this isn’t the case. People’s lives are destroyed every day because they cannot take a safe drink of water. 


Yet there is hope. Unlike many other epidemics, we know the cure for this one – clean, safe, accessible drinking water. 


Students in grades 5-10 can help WaterPartners International bring safe, accessible drinking water to those who don’t have it. Using their One Day for Water curriculum, you will learn about water and its influence on our lives through fun, informative facts on water and interactive games. Most importantly, you will have an opportunity to make a difference in the lives of real people by adopting a Honduran community. When you sign up with WaterPartners, you will receive a letter thanking you for participating, copies of the curriculum, a presentation about the community you’re helping and a copy of WaterPartners’ newsletter. At the end of the project, you will receive a certificate of completion and the first of three updates about your community. � HYPERLINK "http://www.water.org/" �http://www.water.org/�


For more information email or call: Laurel Groh, (913) 312-8600, � HYPERLINK "mailto:lgroh@water.org" �lgroh@water.org�








To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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