
OJT
Program Graduation

OJT
Program Graduation

Jackie Shinn, MDOT Chief Deputy Director 
A Success Story

Marriott Hotel - Pontiac, Michigan
March 27, 2006



MDOT honors all the MDOT honors all the 
participates and graduates participates and graduates 

of the OJT Programof the OJT Program



2005 2005 
OJT Program StatisticsOJT Program Statistics

• 50 contractors participating in the program

• 148 trainee assignments

• 156 actual trainees

• 62 female trainees

• 94 male trainees



Today’s Graduates Today’s Graduates 
Major Training AreasMajor Training Areas

• 2 Bituminous Density 
Technician

• 3 Bituminous Lab Technician

• 3 Carpenters

• 3 Carpenter Apprentices

• 2 Cement Mason

• 1 Construction Asphalt Laborer

• 20 Construction Craft Laborer

• 1 Crew Leader

• 4 Equipment Operators

• 3 Field Supervisor/Foreman

• 3 Foreman
• 2 Jobsite Clerk
• 1 Laborer Apprentice
• 1 Laborer Training
• 2 Operator Engineers
• 1 Operator Asphalt
• 1 Painter
• 6 Pavement Marking
• 1 Truck Driver
• 1 Wireman 

• 1 Misc.  Const. Laborer-Pipelayer



Governor Governor Granholm’sGranholm’s
Interagency Initiative to Interagency Initiative to 

Reduce Poverty and Provide Reduce Poverty and Provide 
Hope and OpportunityHope and Opportunity



Michigan’s Cities of PromiseMichigan’s Cities of Promise

21.7%951,270DetroitWayne

22.9%124,943FlintGenesee

24.1%22,976HamtramckWayne

24.7%61,799SaginawSaginaw

25.7%12,049Muskegon HeightsMuskegon

32.1%16,746Highland ParkWayne

39.6%11,182Benton HarborBerrien
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Policy FrameworkPolicy Framework

• Safety/security

• Crime rates

• Unemployment

• Educational attainment

• Reduction of poverty rates

• Infant mortality

• Infrastructure

Improving Quality of LifeImproving Quality of Life



Objectives of Objectives of MDOT’sMDOT’s
OJT ProgramOJT Program

• Flexibility for contractors
– Selecting projects to place trainees

• Finding trainable individuals
– To develop into permanent employees

• Emphasis on training in skilled craft 
classifications



• Better monitoring of the quality of training each individual 
receives and individualized attention to work 
environment issues

• Assisting contractors in addressing their EEO goals 
through training of minorities and women

• Partnering with the industry and community-based 
organizations capable of providing OJT Supportive 
Services to trainees

• Assisting the contractors’ recruitment efforts, i.e., 
providing a resource directory

Objectives of Objectives of MDOT’sMDOT’s
OJT ProgramOJT Program



OJT Program GraduatesOJT Program Graduates
Accomplished by MDOT and industry partners

50 contractors
148 trainee assignments

156 actual trainees
62 female trainees
94 male trainees

62 graduates being recognized today
2002 - 9 graduates
2003 - 9 graduates
2004 - 20 graduates
2005 - 24 graduates





• Ajax Paving Industries, Inc.
• Damon Meriwether – Cement Mason
• Dwayne Williams – Construction Craft Laborer
• Michelle Cotton – Operating Engineer
• Atsalis Brothers Painting Co.
• Francisco Chavarria Jr. – Painter
• Bacco Construction
• Jeff Edelburg – Construction Craft Laborer
• Barrett Paving Materials, Inc.
• Eddie Eddins – Construction Craft Laborer
• Bolen Asphalt Paving, Inc.
• Sally Watts – Construction Craft Laborer
• C & D Hughes, Inc.
• Donald Harris – Construction Craft Laborer
• Dan’s Excavating, Inc.
• Daniel Garcia – Construction Craft Laborer
• Deanna Strevel – Jobsite Clerk
• Judith Soule – Jobsite Clerk
• Leonardo Garcia – Crew Leader
• Martin Garcia Jr. – Construction Craft Laborer
• Misty Waun – Construction Craft Laborer



• Salvador Sancen – Construction Craft Laborer
• Steve Montalbo – Equipment Operator
• Wenceslao Castorena – Cement Mason
• E. C. Korneffel Company
• Michael Ramsey Jr. – Constr. Craft Laborer
• Elmer’s Crane & Dozer, Inc.
• Roberto Alcaraz – Misc. Const. Laborer-Pipelayer
• Interstate Highway Construction
• Kim Luft – Equipment Operator
• John Carlo, Inc.
• Gustavo Guzman II – Const. Craft Laborer
• Oscar Ruiz – Constr. Craft Laborer
• Kamminga & Roodvoets, Inc.
• Aaron Cochrane – Constr. Craft Laborer
• Cherlyn Felos – Equipment Operator
• Dave Jordan – Foreman
• Don Keith – Foreman
• Jason Schmidt – Foreman
• Jody Jansen – Truck Driver
• Sarah Reurink – Const. Craft Laborer
• Maclean Construction Co.



• Kreg Young – Equipment Operator
• Michigan Paving & Materials Company
• Curtis White – Bit. Lab. Technician
• Dan Scholl – Operator Asphalt
• Dawn Cash – Bit. Lab. Technician
• Khoa Rathbone – Bit. Density Technician
• Tammy Parrish – Bit. Lab. Technician
• Tom Vasquez Jr. – Laborer
• Tracy Klinebriel – Bit. Density Technician 
• Milbocker & Sons, Inc.
• Bobby Rodriguez – Constr. Craft Laborer
• Daniel Gonzalez – Constr. Craft Laborer
• Nagel Construction, Inc.
• Thomas Riley – Constr. Craft Laborer
• P.K. contracting, Inc.
• Bernard Shepherd – Pavement Marking
• Christopher Chineduh - Pavement Marking
• Cynthia Thraser - Pavement Marking
• Mauricio Morales - Pavement Marking
• Paul Simms - Pavement Marking
• Terrance Jones – Pavement Marking



• Payne & Dolan, Inc.
• Dion Schmeltz – Field Supervisor/Foreman
• James McPherson – Field Supervisor/Foreman
• Kathryn Swensor – Constr. Asphalt Laborer
• Michael Goudreau – Field Supervisor/Foreman
• Posen Construction, Inc.
• Lorie Thomason - Wireman
• Mary Bellish – Constr. Craft Laborer
• Mychal Kasparian – Constr. Craft Laborer
• Ryan Wolf – Carpenter Apprentice
• Prince Bridge & Marine, LTD
• Jamie Plummer – Carpenter
• Rieth-Riley Construction Co.
• Cecilia White – Laborer Apprentice
• Saginaw Asphalt Paving Co.
• Dustin Hauser – Constr. Craft Laborer
• Six-S, Inc.
• Deborah Cundiff
• Walter Toebe Construction Co.
• Anthony Ruhle – Carpenter Apprentice
• Jamie Holley – Carpenter Apprentice
• Timothy Hudgins – Carpenter Apprentice



• Ajax Paving Industries, Inc.: Chris Poe – co. representative
– OJT's:

• Damon Meriwether, Cement Mason
• Michelle Cotton, Operating Engineer

• Bacco Construction: John Lindberg – co. representative

• C & D Hughes, Inc.: Laurie Hughes and Elizabeth Renverse – co. reps.
– OJT's:
– Donald Harris, Construction Craft Laborer

• Dan's Excavating, Inc.: Gail Keen and Gina McKoan – co.  reps.
– OJT's:

• Deanna Strevel, Jobsite Clerk
• Misty Waun, Construction Craft Laborer

Companies and Companies and OJT'sOJT's
Attending Today’s CelebrationAttending Today’s Celebration



Companies and Companies and OJT'sOJT's
Attending Today’s CelebrationAttending Today’s Celebration

• E. C. Korneffel Company: Jim Reed – co. representative

• Interstate Highway Construction Company: Jim LenField – co. rep.

• John Carlo, Inc.: Dave Eichbrecht and Marlo Picard
– OJT’s:

• Gustavo Buzman II,  Construction Craft Laborer
• Oscar Ruiz,   Construction Craft Laborer

• Kamminga & Roodvoets, Inc.
– OJT's:

• Cherlyn Felos, Equipment Operator
• Jason Schmidt, Foreman

• Michigan Paving and Materials Company: 
Mark Worden and Dan Stover – co. reps.

• Payne & Dolan, Inc.: Dan Eckstrom – co. representative



Companies and Companies and OJT'sOJT's
Attending Today’s CelebrationAttending Today’s Celebration
• John Carlo, Inc.: Dave Eichbrecht and Marlo Picard

– OJT’s:
• Gustavo Buzman II,  Construction Craft Laborer
• Oscar Ruiz,   Construction Craft Laborer

• Kamminga and Roodvoets, Inc.
– OJT's:

• Cherlyn Felos, Equipment Operator
• Jason Schmidt, Foreman

• Michigan Paving and Materials Company: Mark Worden and Dan 
Stover – co. reps.

• Payne & Dolan, Inc.: Dan Eckstrom – co. representative




