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The Animating Democracy Initiative


Strengthening the Role of the Arts in Civic Dialogue


A project of Americans for the Arts Institute for Community Development and the Arts, The Animating Democracy Initiative (ADI), launched in fall 1999, is a four-year programmatic initiative of � HYPERLINK "http://www.americansforthearts.org" �Americans for the Arts� made possible with support from � HYPERLINK "http://www.fordfound.org/" �The Ford Foundation�. Its purpose is to foster artistic activity that encourages civic dialogue on important contemporary issues. The Initiative seeks to do this through an integrated set of program components including:


Publication of the study Animating Democracy: The Artistic Imagination as a Force in Civic Dialogue, reports and other field resources


The Animating Democracy Lab designed to identify and strengthen exemplary arts-based civic dialogue projects sponsored by arts and cultural institutions through financial and advisory support


An interactive web site and searchable database to centralize extensive information on arts-based civic dialogue.


National convenings to share learning resulting from the Animating Democracy Initiative





A vital midrange of activity has begun to emerge at the center of this initiative . In this work, referred to as arts-based civic dialogue, art consciously incorporates civic dialogue as part of an aesthetic strategy. [� HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy/about/" �See key Animating Democracy terms�] By exploring multiple perspectives on critical concerns, arts-based civic dialogue projects seek to engage more diverse publics in discussion and reflection on challenging issues. At the same time, this intersection of artistic imagination with the civic realm offers fertile ground for both aesthetic and programmatic innovation. For more information on this innovative national project go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy" ��www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy� 





Professional Development Opportunities





NOVEMBER 2003





Mentor Michigan Summits- Saginaw, Michigan at Delta College. For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mentor" ��www.michigan.gov/mentor� 


3rdAnnual International Service-Learning Research Conference - Salt Lake City, Utah. For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.sa.utah.edu/bennion/sl-conf" ��www.sa.utah.edu/bennion/sl-conf� .


Mentor Michigan Summits- Gaylord, Michigan at Otsego   Club and Resort. For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mentor" ��www.michigan.gov/mentor� 


Mentor Michigan Summits- Kalamazoo, Michigan at Western Michigan University. For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mentor" ��www.michigan.gov/mentor� 





DECEMBER 2003





4	Educating for Citizenship-19th Annual Conference in East Lansing, Michigan. For more information e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ccel@oakland.k12.mi.us" ��ccel@oakland.k12.mi.us� 











Quotation of the Month


“ Begin with art, because art tries to take us outside ourselves .It is a matter of trying to create an atmosphere and context so conversation can flow back and forth and we can be influences by each other.” 


By: W.E. B. Du Bois








Key Facts to Consider


A number of common practices that are key to achieving quality civic dialogue include:


Neutral and “safe” space in which people feel comfortable enough to engage in difficult discussion


Engaging people in dialogue about issues and ideas can be made easier and the quality of dialogue made deeper when people are involved are involved in the art-making process.


Meaningful dialogue depends on effective facilitation.


Frequent, varied, and sustained approaches to dialogue are important to engage multiple perspectives on an issue, promote adequate focus, involve people in various ways to accommodate differences, and, over the long term, establish an identity for the cultural institution as a place for civic dialogue.


Attracting the participation of diverse age, racial and ethnic, and socioeconomic groups is essential.


Inclusion of news media can help to advance the public awareness and understanding of arts and dialogue activities if included in the process from the start.


These facts were compiled from the report Democracy The Artistic Imagination as  a Force in Civic Dialogue. A report commissioned by The Ford Foundation. To view the report go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.artusa.org" ��www.artusa.org� 





 





Ideas for Integrating the Arts and Service-Learning


Drama/theater can be used as a tool for prevention. Students can research information vital to addressing a community need and present the information through dramatic performance.


Students can create murals with “a message” in blighted areas.


Students can restore areas in communities and create artwork demonstrating the history or culture of the community.


Music, art, and drama can be used in working with lonely older adults in residential settings.


Drama can be used to interpret stories written by elementary students resulting in an increase of elementary student engagement in language arts.

















Arts and Civic Dialogue Learning Resources





The following list of web sites might be useful in pursuing connections between the arts and civic dialogue.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy/resource_center/resourcesandlinks_content.asp?id=27" �• Alliance for National Renewal �- (� HYPERLINK "http://www.nclweb.org" \t "_blank" �www.nclweb.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy/resource_center/resourcesandlinks_content.asp?id=39" �• Art in the Public Interest �- (� HYPERLINK "http://www.apionline.org" \t "_blank" �www.apionline.org�)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy/resource_center/resourcesandlinks_content.asp?id=28" �• Center for Civic Education �- (� HYPERLINK "http://www.civiced.org" \t "_blank" �www.civiced.org�)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy/resource_center/resourcesandlinks_content.asp?id=22" �• Center for Democracy and Citizenship �- (� HYPERLINK "http://www.publicwork.org" \t "_blank" �www.publicwork.org�)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy/resource_center/resourcesandlinks_content.asp?id=21" �• Civic Practices Network (CPN) �- (� HYPERLINK "http://www.cpn.org" \t "_blank" �www.cpn.org�)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy/resource_center/resourcesandlinks_content.asp?id=25" �• CIVICUS �- (� HYPERLINK "http://www.civicus.org" \t "_blank" �www.civicus.org�)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy/resource_center/resourcesandlinks_content.asp?id=29" �• CIVITAS International �- (� HYPERLINK "http://www.civnet.org" \t "_blank" �www.civnet.org�)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy/resource_center/resourcesandlinks_content.asp?id=55" �• Harwood Institute for Public Innovation �- (� HYPERLINK "http://www.theharwoodinstitute.org" \t "_blank" �http://www.theharwoodinstitute.org�)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy/resource_center/resourcesandlinks_content.asp?id=24" �• Institute for the Study of Civic Values �- (� HYPERLINK "http://www.iscv.org " \t "_blank" �www.iscv.org �)


• Art Service-Learning Project Ideas – (� HYPERLINK "http://www.pitt.edu/~psla/Project_Ideas/Art.html" ��www.pitt.edu/~psla/Project_Ideas/Art.html�)
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy/resource_center/resourcesandlinks_content.asp?id=54" �• National Coalition for Dialogue & Deliberation �- (� HYPERLINK "http://www.thataway.org" \t "_blank" �www.thataway.org�)�
�
 �
� HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy/resource_center/resourcesandlinks_content.asp?id=26" �• National Community Building Network (NCBN) �- (� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncbn.org" \t "_blank" �www.ncbn.org�)�
�
 �
� HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy/resource_center/resourcesandlinks_content.asp?id=16" �• National Conference for Community and Justice �- (� HYPERLINK "http://www.nccj.org" \t "_blank" �www.nccj.org�)�
�
 �
� HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy/resource_center/resourcesandlinks_content.asp?id=45" �• National Endowment for the Arts �- (� HYPERLINK "http://www.arts.endow.gov" \t "_blank" �www.arts.endow.gov�)�
�
 �
� HYPERLINK "http://www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy/resource_center/resourcesandlinks_content.asp?id=49" �• National Endowment for the Humanities �- (� HYPERLINK "http://www.neh.gov" \t "_blank" �www.neh.gov�)�
�









Service-Learning Project or practical tip or Program Highlight





Kaleva Norman Dickson (KND) Schools Cross Cultural Boundaries By Connecting Art and Service





Brethren High School (part of the KND school district) students are being civically engaged through studying history and working to create the Fitness, Arts, Science, and Training (FAST) Trail. In developing the trail, students will be studying environmental changes and ecological adaptations through the sciences. Using natural materials students are also creating postmodern works of art along the trail. Working with a local artist, plans include the creation of a granite sculpture. History through world languages and cultures will incorporate major contributions made by primitive cultures that benefit modern day society. Additionally, any text produced for the trail will be bi-lingual including facts, figures, and symbols generated from students’ historical research. Using technology as a tool, global, historical, and civic connections will be promoted through the work of the students with artist mentors focusing on the social context of the arts. The result of all this hard work will be a trail open to the community, a trail that will challenge the mind and body.





For more information about this and other arts projects, contact Deb Crandall, Brethren High School at (231) 477-5355.














The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.





To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.3493, 


Email: algrad1@michigan.gov or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913
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