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Making Your Case: Fast Facts





 





Professional Development Opportunities





 NOVEMBER 2004





Mentor Michigan Regional Training in 


Warren, MI. For more info call Kathie


Vasilion at 517-373-4200.





Assessing Service-Learning and Civic


Efficacy. For more info go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ingham.k12.mi.us" ��www.ingham.k12.mi.us� .





National Family Volunteer Day. For more info go to:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.pointsoflight.org" ��www.pointsoflight.org�.





DECEMBER 2004





Service-Learning Regional Workshops


Sponsored by MCSC. The sessions will be 


held in Marquette, Lapeer and Muskegon. For more info contact Tara Gilman @ 517-241-2553.


	


8	Muskegon Grant Writing Session. For more info contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:crossl@reeths-puffer.org" ��crossl@reeths-puffer.org� 








2005 Learn and Serve – Michigan Outstanding Service-Learning Awards





Service-learning in Michigan has been taken to new heights over the past several years by educators, administrators, and nonprofit professionals.  For this reason, the Michigan Community Service Commission (MCSC) is pleased to present the Learn and Serve - Michigan 2005 Outstanding Service-Learning Awards.  These awards recognize the very best in Michigan’s service-learning community.  Two awards will be given--one to a teacher/practitioner and one to an innovative service-learning program.





The Michigan Community Service Commission must receive nominations no later than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 30, 2004. One award winner will be selected in each category by an objective panel of service-learning leaders. The award winners will be notified by Friday, January 7, 2005. The winners will be recognized at the Ninth Annual Institute for Service-Learning, which is being held at Adrian College on February 17-18, 2005.  Travel, lodging, and conference registration will be paid for the award winners.





If you’d like copies of the nomination form please contact Tara Gilman at the MCSC (517) 241-2553 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov�.














 





Reflection Celebration Dinner





“An educational and motivational experience for all attendees”. This describes the Reflection 


Celebration Dinner held at the end of each year by the L’Anse Creuse Community Service-Learning 


Advisory Council. Many teachers leave with new ideas and renewed enthusiasm for the coming 


year.  Everyone leaves with a full belly and a good feeling about service-learning in L’Anse 


Creuse. The event takes place at the Vocational Technical Center and the Culinary Arts 


students prepare and serve the meal, which is a service-learning activity in action for all to 


observe. All teachers who received a mini-grant for a service-learning project/activity are 


invited to do a short presentation of their project. Many times the teacher will bring 


students as their partners to do the presentation. The event is attended by: the Board 


of Education, administrators, teachers, parents, students, and many members of community


organizations/agencies.  Last year the President and  Vice President of the State Board of 


Education joined the festivities. For more information about the dinner event contact Ann Hart at � HYPERLINK "mailto:hartan@lc-ps.org" ��hartan@lc-ps.org� .


























 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEADERSHIP COUNCIL SEEKS PHOTOS ��See your images in print and online! The National Youth Leadership Council needs you and your photographic talents!  NYLC, a nonprofit based in St. Paul, Minn., seeks high-quality, black and white or color photos of young people, (or young people and adults), engaged in service  (e.g. participating in service projects, reflection activities such as journaling, classroom or public presentations, and art projects).  Selected images will be featured in NYLC's forthcoming online and print publications, including "Growing to Greatness 2005," the annual state of service-learning report.  Photos should have been taken within the last two years, "tell a service story" and show faces.  Slides, prints, and digital photographs (minimum 300 DPI at 8" x 10") will be accepted.  If your photograph is selected, you will receive credit when published, a stipend of $50, and a certificate of appreciation.  For complete submission guidelines, e-mail Bill Snyder, Web Projects Coordinator, at bsnyder@nylc.org or (651) 999-7368. Guidelines will be sent our after October 1.  The deadline for submissions is: December 10, 2004.











Civic Mission of Schools Seeks Best Civic-Ed Practices�


The � HYPERLINK "http://www.civicmissionofschools.org/" �Campaign for the Civic Mission of Schools� (CMS) is seeking examples of high-quality K–12 civic-education practices. Practices can include civic-education courses, lessons, activities, programs, projects, or publications.��CMS is looking for practices that have been generated at the classroom, school, district, regional, and national levels. They are particularly seeking submissions that align with the approaches recommended by the Carnegie Corporation's Civic Mission of Schools report, including: 


+ Instruction in government, history, law and democracy �+ Class discussion of current local, national, and international issues and events �+ Service linked to curriculum and class instruction �+ Extracurricular opportunities to get involved in the school and community �+ Participation in school governance �+ Simulations of democratic practices and procedures.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.civicmissionofschools.org/submissions.html" �Download this form� to submit your civic-ed examples. For more information, contact submissions@civicmissionofschools.org.











� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���





The Michigan Community Service Commission’s
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OCTOBER 2004





To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.3493, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:Algrad1@michigan.gov" ��Algrad1@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





AWARDS & RECOGNITION��Wendy's High School Heisman Awards recognizes scholarship, citizenship, and athletic ability of students. Schools in each state and the District of Columbia may nominate two juniors-one male, one female. Wendy’s International recognizes 1,020 State Finalists and 102 State Winners. Twelve National Finalists receive a trip to New York City in December to attend the collegiate Heisman Awards ceremony where one male and one female finalist are named the Wendy's High School Heisman National Award Winners. Packets containing nomination forms are mailed in the spring to every American high school to the attention of the guidance counselor.   For more information, visit: � HYPERLINK "https://gw1.state.mi.us/servlet/webacc?merge=linkurl&Url.linkText=http://www.principals.org/awards/wendys.cfm" \t "browserView" �http://www.principals.org/awards/wendys.cfm�.��The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards identifies and rewards middle level and high school students solely on the basis of volunteer work in their communities. One high school and one middle school level student in each state, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico are named State Honorees, and each receives $1,000, a silver medallion, and an all-expenses-paid trip with one parent/guardian to Washington, D.C.  Other honorees receive bronze medallions as distinguished finalists or certificates of excellence. Information and application packets are mailed each fall to the building principal in every middle school and high school in the country.   For more information, visit: � HYPERLINK "https://gw1.state.mi.us/servlet/webacc?merge=linkurl&Url.linkText=http://www.principals.org/awards/prudential.cfm" \t "browserView" �http://www.principals.org/awards/prudential.cfm�.�


The Nestlé Very Best In Youth program, co-sponsored by Reading Is Fundamental (RIF) and Nestlé USA, honors young people ages 10-18 who have made reading a priority, have contributed significantly to the quality of life in their communities, and have inspired other young people to do their very best.  At least twenty-five winners will be selected. Nomination forms are available online and must be received by November 1, 2004. For more details, visit: � HYPERLINK "https://gw1.state.mi.us/servlet/webacc?merge=linkurl&Url.linkText=http://www.rif.org/what/eventscontests/verybestinyouth/default.mspx" \t "browserView" �http://www.rif.org/what/eventscontests/verybestinyouth/default.mspx�.  If you know a young person who is a good candidate, be sure to tell him or her about the Nestlé Very Best in Youth program and encourage them to participate*. Don't let their exemplary achievements go unnoticed!  











The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.





making your case: Fast Facts





Service-learning should be practiced in schools because it yields so many simultaneous benefits. It is what many educators consider a "value-added" approach because it helps multiple participants from schools and communities and has multiple benefits for each. Here are some key reasons why districts, schools, and classrooms should practice service-learning.  Source: RMC Research Corporation, January 2003


Service-learning leads to student engagement and incorporates research on effective instruction.


Service-learning can help students to improve academically.


Service-learning helps students improve higher order thinking skills.


Service-learning fosters the development of important personal and social skills for young people.


Service-learning helps young people develop stronger ties to their schools, communities, and society.


Service-learning promotes exploration of various career pathways.


Service-learning is associated with positive school environment.


Service-learning is associated with more community support for schools.





For the full article go to the following site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.servicelearning.org/article/archive/145/" ��www.servicelearning.org/article/archive/145/�.                            -  
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