
2006 OVERVIEW OF ATPA ACTIVITY 
 
ATPA Website 
 The ATPA website continues to be updated and 

has a revised address—www.michigan.gov/atpa.  
The site provides historical and current data, as 
well as being interactive with ATPA grantees and 
the general public. 

 
Innovative Grant Program 

The board encourages this program in order to 
stimulate original ideas and creative programs to 
combat auto theft.  These one-time grants, with 
funding up to 100%, are outside the norm of the 
regular grant process.  There is not a set deadline 
for submission, and projects can be more or less 
than the usual one-year grant period.  The package 
and instructions are available through the ATPA 
office and website. 
 

In 2006, the ATPA approved a special 2-year 
grant in cooperation with the National Insurance 
Crime Bureau (NICB) and the Michigan Attorney 
General’s Office (AG).  This project will focus on 
major statewide insurance fraud related cases with 
NICB providing 50% of the funds. 

 
Board Appointments/Changes 

There were significant changes to the board in 
2006 as all board terms expired on July 1.  The 
changes are as follows: 

• Col. Peter Munoz replaced Col. Tadarial 
Sturdivant who retired.  Colonel Munoz was also 
appointed board chair by the Governor. 

• Sheriff Warren Evans replaced Undersheriff 
Michael McCabe. 

• William Heemer replaced Thomas Packla who 
retired. 

• Father Russell Kohler replaced Brenda Schneider. 
• Patrick Dolan replaced Valerie Knol. 
 
Brenda Schneider-Distinguished Service 

A special thanks goes out to Brenda from the 
board and staff for her 20 years of dedication and 
commitment to the fight against auto theft.  
Brenda was an original appointee to the board in 
1986 and was reappointed by the Governor for 
four consecutive terms.  She utilized her 
leadership skills as a communicator and 
consensus builder.  Her passion and insight to her 
position can be held as a model for others to 
follow. 
 

ATPA Grant Hearings 
 Board members participated in the 2007 grant 

hearings held on November 9, 2006, in Dearborn.  
Total grant requests were $17.1 million.  Final 
approved budgets totaled $12.7 million, with an 
ATPA share of $9.5 million.   

 
 
 There was considerable discussion held on 

funding requests submitted by a variety of 
potential grantees.  In the end, the overflow crowd 
saw 50 different agencies/entities receive funding. 

 
Grant Orientations 

ATPA staff held a series of meetings in December 
with all 2007 grantees outlining program and 
financial reporting requirements.  These small 
group settings, 14 in all, took place in the 
grantee’s own region and allowed for a beneficial 
interchange of information, questions, and 
concerns.  The law enforcement standard 
objectives were customized for each grant 
recipient, which should provide for a more 
effective evaluation. 

 
Insurance Fraud $avings 
 A review of ATPA funded law enforcement teams 

in the past 11 years found that those teams were 
involved in 6,500 fraud cases and $42 million in 
claims denied/recoveries.  Without the ATPA 
teams, these fraudulent claims would have been 
paid. 
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VIN Etching Proves Successful 
 The ATPA’s multi-year study of VIN etched 

vehicles showed that etched vehicles are 29% less 
likely to be stolen when compared to the rest of 
the vehicles in Michigan.   

 
 The ATPA again coordinated a statewide glass 

VIN etching program with AAA Michigan.  This 
program, which was open to the general public, 
utilized AAA employees, ATPA non-profit 
groups, and the ATPA staff.  Nearly 2,000 
vehicles were etched at 42 AAA branches.  Not 
only does it make a car less appealing to car 
thieves, but an etched vehicle may also qualify for 
a discount on the comprehensive portion of auto 
insurance premiums.  There have been nearly 
37,000 vehicles etched in this eleven-year 
program. 
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