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Poxvirus PCR Assay
ANALYTES TESTED:    The panel tests for the presence of  Variola Virus, Orthopoxvirus, Non-Variola Orthopoxvirus, Varicella-Zoster virus and Herpes simplex virus nucleic acids.  PRE-APPROVAL NEEDED.  See notes below.
TEST CODE:  2979
USE OF TEST:  Detection of Variola virus, Orthopoxvirus, Non-Variola Orthopoxvirus, Varicella-zoster virus and Herpes simplex virus.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:


Test Request Form DCH-1396
Vesicular Rash Guidelines
Collection and Submission Guidelines DCH-1396.
SPECIMEN TYPE:

Specimen Required:  Vesicular material; Lesion swab; Lesion scab; Biopsy tissue;

Ocular impression smears 

Minimum Acceptable Volume: N/A
Container:  Plastic tube with skirted cap.

Shipping Unit: Unit 20
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:

Critical Data Needed For Testing: patient identifier.
TEST PERFORMED:

Methodology:  Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR).

Turn Around Time:  1 week.

Where/When Performed: Lansing, weekly.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:


Reference Range:   No virus detected.
The panel tests for the presence of  Variola Virus, Orthopoxvirus, Non-Variola Orthopoxvirus, Varicella-Zoster virus and Herpes simplex virus nucleic acids.  A sample from which none of the analytes are detected does not preclude diagnosis of infection by one of the poxviruses.  The virus may be present at levels below the limits of detection for this assay or inhibitors of the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) may be present.

FEES: 
N/A
NOTES:
1. Must be pre-approved by contacting the MDCH lab director at 517-335-8063 or an    MDCH epidemiologist or health officer at 517-335-8165 during normal business hours.  After hours call 517-335-9030.

2. Specimens will be rejected if not in compliance with submission requirements.

3. If variola virus is suspected, viral culture must NOT be initiated.

ALIASES:  Poxvirus, PCR, variola, orthopox
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