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The “No Child Left Behind” (NCLB) Act of 2002 requires all middle and high school teachers of core academic content subjects to be highly qualified.  Core academic subjects are defined as:  English/language arts, reading, mathematics, foreign languages, the arts, science, civics/government, history, geography, and economics.  The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) has received numerous questions regarding the staffing of alternative education classrooms.

Alternative education teachers who hold a Michigan elementary certificate are highly qualified for teaching alternative education students in a self-contained middle school or secondary class in which students are performing at the elementary level and not receiving credit towards high school graduation.

Secondary certified teachers with an endorsement in at least one of the core academic subjects can use the HOUSSE options, including the multidisciplinary portfolio, to demonstrate that they are highly qualified to teach each subject taught in the self-contained alternative classroom.

Middle school departmentalized alternative education classrooms must be staffed with appropriately certificated, endorsed, and highly qualified teachers.
Alternative education students who perform at the secondary level in departmentalized alternative education classrooms, for which graduation credit is earned, must be taught by highly qualified secondary teachers who are appropriately certificated and endorsed.

Alternative education teachers who instruct secondary students for high school graduation credit in a self-contained classroom must demonstrate that they are highly qualified in each of the core academic areas in which they are assigned to teach.
Additional information regarding the multidisciplinary portfolio guidelines are available on the MDE website at 
