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	SECTION D:  PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

4B.  General Educational Development (GED) Testing


	Purpose


	The GED Tests are developed by the General Educational Development Testing Service (GEDTS) of the American Council on Education.  The GED Tests are standardized using a national sampling of graduating high school seniors who help establish the performance standard required for qualified candidates to earn a High School Equivalency Certificate (GED diploma).  


	Test Center Requirements


	DLEG’s Office of Adult Education is responsible for statewide oversight of the GED Testing program.  Official GED Testing centers are established by the Office of Adult Education and granted the authority to administer the GED Tests to qualified candidates.  Official GED Testing centers must adhere to all policies outlined by the GED Testing Service (GEDTS).  These policies are included in the GED Examiner’s Manual (each testing center has a copy) and the GED Administrator’s Manual.

Official GED Testing Centers are responsible for renewing an annual contract with the GEDTS and ordering all necessary forms of each edition of the GED tests they will administer during each contract year. 



	Residence
	Effective September 12, 2002, the GED Jurisdictional requirement of a 30-day Michigan residency to take the GED Tests was revoked.  Michigan does not have a residency requirement, therefore, local programs may not impose residency requirements.



	Eligibility and Verification of Age
	For admission to testing:

· Individuals who are at least 16 years of age and have been out of a regular school program for one calendar year may be tested.
· Michigan National Guard Youth Challenge Program graduates who are at least 16 years of age and no longer enrolled in high school are eligible for testing upon completion of the Youth Challenge Program.
· Adjudicated youth, at least 16 years of age, under the direction of prisons, jails, detention centers, parole and probation offices, or corrections facilities are eligible to take the GED Tests while enrolled in school, if so ordered by a court.
· Driver’s licenses, valid passports, military IDs, or other form of government-issued (national or foreign) ID that show name, date of birth, signature, and photograph are all acceptable forms of identification, unless there is any reason to question their authenticity.
· Current identification provided by a postsecondary educational institution is also acceptable; provided it contains the candidate’s name, date of birth, signature, and photograph.
· If one form of identification does not meet all of the GED Testing Service requirements, the GED Testing Service will accept an appropriate combination of other documents to satisfy the eligibility requirements. Exceptions to the requirement for a photograph may be made on religious grounds when sufficient documentation for such an exemption is provided to the GED Chief Examiner or GED Examiner.


	Certificate Waiver for testing


	An examinee, under 18 years of age must present all of the following to the local Chief Examiner:

· Present a handwritten statement providing the reason(s) for wanting to write the GED exam prior to age 18, along with future plans he or she may have following completion of the GED.

· Provide a written statement of approval from the examinee’s parent(s), or guardian(s), or other official. Statement should detail why it is in the best interest of the examinee to take the GED.  If the examinee is an emancipated minor, proof of such status must be provided.

· Present a statement from his/her last school attended that includes acknowledgment of the official withdrawal date from the school.  A copy of his/her high school transcript must be included.  School official (principal, superintendent, etc.) must sign statement agreeing it is in the best interest that the examinee take the GED.

Home schooled individuals who are at least 16 years of age and can provide proof of home schooling (home school registered with the Michigan Department of Education [MDE]), are eligible to take the GED.



	For Issuance of the GED Certificate


	Upon successful completion of testing:

· Eligible examinees that meet the standard score requirement must be 18 year of age.

· The class of which the examinee was a member at the time of withdrawal from school has graduated.

· Individuals who are graduates of the Michigan National Guard Youth Challenge Program qualify for the issuance of a GED Certificate if they are at least 16 years of age and successfully completed all GED tests in accordance with Michigan jurisdictional score requirements.




	Requirements for Issue of Certificate


	All editions (English, Spanish, and French) of the GED Tests require a standard score of 410 on each of the five tests with an average standard score of 450 for all five tests. Students who meet the standard score requirements are awarded a High School Equivalency Certificate (GED).


	Accommodations in Testing


	Any candidate wishing to take the GED Tests or editions of the tests under accommodated conditions shall provide the Chief Examiner with written verification, by a certified professional, that documents how the candidate’s disability (physical, emotional, and/or learning) substantially limits the candidate’s ability to take the GED tests under standard conditions.

Candidates with disabilities are required to submit the appropriate forms and documentation to the local Chief Examiner.  The local Chief Examiner must then submit the completed documents to the State GED Administrator.  The State GED Administrator may decide to:  ask for more information; deny the request; approve part or all of the requested accommodations; or forward a candidate’s documentation onto GEDTS for a determination. 

Upon approval by the State GED Administrator/GEDTS, the local Chief Examiner may notify the candidate of approval and scheduled testing.  Local GED testing centers may not charge additional fees to cover the cost for special testing accommodations.  A candidate has the right to appeal any denial of requested accommodations.

If testing accommodations are denied, a “Testing Accommodations Appeal” document can be obtained from the local Chief Examiner.  Sections 1 and 3 must be completed by the candidate and professional diagnostician or advocate, and returned to the local chief examiner.  The local Chief Examiner is then required to complete section 2, and forward the document onto the State GED Administrator.  The State GED Administrator will complete sections 4 and 5, and forward the document to GEDTS for review and a final determination on the requested accommodations.

Forms:

Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADD/ADHD)

Emotional/Mental Health

Learning & Other Cognitive Disabilities

Physical/Chronic Health 

Possible conditions being addressed by accommodation requests:

· Dyslexia, dyscalculia, receptive aphasia, hyperactivity.

· Written language disorder, attention deficit disorder.

· Blindness, low vision, deaf, hard of hearing

· Mobility impaired, bipolar disorder, Tourette’s syndrome.



	Initial Testing


	Candidates taking the GED tests for the first time shall be given the opportunity to complete the entire test battery before they are retested on any of the five tests.  Allowing first time testers to complete the entire test battery prior to retesting is considered a “best practice” by GEDTS, but is not mandated.

	Retesting


	Candidates who do not meet the standard score requirements are eligible to retest in order to improve their scores.  Three versions of the GED tests are available during a calendar year.  In all cases of retesting, the local Chief Examiner must administer a different form of the test(s).  If a student takes all three versions of the test and still does not meet the standard score requirements, he/she will not be eligible to retest until the following calendar year when new test versions are available.

1. Candidates who do not meet the overall average standard score of 450 may retest at the discretion of the local Chief Examiner.  Candidates should be counseled to enroll in preparatory programs in order to improve their knowledge within specific content areas.

2. Candidates who do not meet the minimum standard score requirement on an individual content area may retest in that content area only.  For example, candidate who achieves a score of 400 on mathematics but scores above the standard score on all other tests need only retest in mathematics unless his/her overall average score is less than 450.  Candidates should be provided information that will enable him/her to make appropriate decisions regarding retest options.

3. GED graduates who have earned a High School Equivalency Certificate, but require higher GED test scores to meet admission requirements for postsecondary education or training, or to meet employment requirements may retake the GED tests and request an Official GED Transcript documenting the higher scores achieved.

4. GED graduates who have earned a credential based on passing the Spanish-language edition of the GED Tests but need the English-language version to qualify for employment or postsecondary admission are also eligible to retake the GED tests.

Any part of the test may be re-taken.  Local testing centers may establish time frames for retesting and whether or not a preparation course is required prior to retesting.  The better of the scores on any part of the test will be used.



	Applications


	The State of Michigan does not require an application for GED testing.  Testing scores and applicant information are obtained directly from the GED testing demographic and answer forms completed by candidates during the testing process, however, local programs may have specific registration requirements and processes.




	Official GED Transcripts and the High School Equivalency Certificate


	Test scores are accepted as official only when reported directly by one of the following:

1. Official GED testing centers.

2. Transcript Service of the Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support (DANTES)

3. The GED Testing Service

GED testing centers are authorized to issue official GED transcripts to individuals who have met the minimum standard score requirements.

High School Equivalency Certificates are issued exclusively by the Office of Adult Education and are forwarded to the recipient’s last known address by first class mail approximately four to five weeks after confirmation of their passing scores.

Duplicate certificates are not issued.



	Reciprocity with Other Jurisdictions


	Reports of scores achieved on the GED tests are official only when reported by the Office of Adult Education, a ministry/province, an approved jurisdictional agency, an official GED testing center, the GED Testing Service (as the repository of score reports issued by the United States Armed Forces Institute), or the GED Testing Service.

Candidates who tested in other jurisdictions and wish to complete testing in Michigan must request that an official transcript  (sent from an agency/jurisdiction listed above) be forwarded to the local testing center for review.  Scores from tests administered in other jurisdictions may be combined with scores attained in Michigan.  When the students meet the minimum standard and overall average standard score, he/she will be eligible for a High School Equivalency Certificate.



	Fees


	All GED testing fees are established at the local GED testing center.  Fees vary throughout the state.

There is no fee for issuance of the High School Equivalency Certificate.  


	Location of Testing Centers


	Information on the location of Michigan GED testing centers is available on the Internet at: www.michigan.gov/adulteducation by following the links to “General Educational Development” on the right side of the screen.
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