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Making Your Case: Fast Facts





Service-learning has a positive effect on the personal development of public school youth.


Evidence:


Middle and high school students who engaged in quality service-learning programs showed an increase in measures of personal and social responsibility, communication, and sense of educational competence (Weiler, LaGoy, Crane, and Rovner, 1998).


Students perceived themselves to be more socially competent after engaging in service-learning (Scales and Blyth, 1997; O’Bannon, 1999; Morgan and Streb, 1999).





Resources





Great Performances: Creating Classroom-Based Assessment Tasks by Larry Lewis and Betty Jean Shoemaker


Get an in-depth understanding of how to create fun and challenging performance assessments that require students to elaborate on content and demonstrate mastery of skills.  Using real classroom experiences, the authors describe dozens of inventive assessment tasks from short and specific to lengthy and substantive.  Step-by-step guidelines, and scoring methods for each project will help you adapt these tasks to your classroom right away.








Our Documents: A National Initiative on American History, Civics, and Service





On September 17, 2002, President George W. Bush observed the 215th anniversary of the signing of the United States Constitution by announcing an exciting new initiative – “Our Documents: A National Initiative on American History, Civics, and Service.”





President Bush said, “Our Founders believed the study of history and citizenship should be at the core of every American's education. Yet today, our children have large and disturbing gaps in their knowledge of history.”





One hundred milestone documents of American history are the heart of the Our Documents initiative.  These documents, compiled by the National Archives and Records Administration, reflect our diversity and our unity, our past and our future, and mostly our commitment as a nation to continue to strive to “form a more perfect union.”  These documents provide an authentic way to connect history and democratic principles to current day curriculum – including service-learning.   





Three of these 100 documents are featured each week.  Among the documents available: President George Washington’s First Inaugural Speech, the Articles of Confederation, Northwest Ordinance, Bill of Rights, Marbury v. Madison, Emancipation Proclamation, Dawes Act, Social Security Act, Brown v. Board of Education, Civil Rights Act, and much, much more!





This initiative creates a number of ways to read these documents, consider their meaning, and discuss them. Teachers and students decide which are the most significant and why – through workshops, classroom activities, town meetings, competitions, and votes. 





History and social studies teachers will also have the opportunity to develop document-based lesson plans for national awards and distribution.  This is a great chance to get service-learning methodology and lesson plans on the minds and in the hands of teachers and coordinators throughout the country.





Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.OurDocuments.gov" ��www.OurDocuments.gov� to access everything you need to participate in the Our Documents initiative.  








Institute on Service-Learning: Engaging Students in a Disengaged Society





The 7th Annual Institute on Service-Learning will be held at Central Michigan University in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan on Friday, February 14, 2003.  Pre-conference 


sessions will take place on Thursday, February 13th.  This conference will bring together K-12 and Higher Education service-learning coordinators and practitioners for a day of learning, sharing, and exploration.  Registration forms will be available in November.    





Keynote speaker, Dr. Edgar Beckham of the Association of American Colleges & Universities and the Institute on the Future of Higher Education, will discuss diversity in K-HE service-learning programs.





We are currently seeking K-HE service-learning practitioners who can present on topics applicable to other service-learning practitioners.  Youth as presenters or co-presenters is highly encouraged.  Presenters and youth will receive a reduced registration fee.  





Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.micampuscompact.org/save.html" ��http://www.micampuscompact.org/save.html� to access the Call for Presenters form.  All presentation proposals are due to Michigan Campus Compact by November 8, 2002.  Submission details are listed on the form.  


   








Join the National Service-Learning Partnership





The National Service-Learning Partnership’s mission is to advance service-learning as a core element of the educational experience for every elementary, middle, and secondary school student in the United States.  





To ensure that every school integrates service fully into its curriculum, the Partnership provides critical leadership for communications effectiveness, legislative advocacy, knowledge exchange, organizational collaboration, marketing savvy, and practice excellence.  





As a membership organization, the Partnership brings together organizations and individuals, including thousands of practitioners, administrators, community leaders, policymakers, researchers, parents, and young people.  Membership is free in 2002.  





Learn more and enroll online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.service-learningpartnership.org" ��www.service-learningpartnership.org�.  Email the Partnership at � HYPERLINK "mailto:NSLP@aed.org" ��NSLP@aed.org�. 
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To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.3493, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:ScullyL@michigan.gov" ��ScullyL@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





Coverdell World Wise Schools





Coverdell World Wise Schools (CWWS) is an innovative education program that seeks to engage learners in an inquiry about the world, themselves, and others in order to broaden perspectives, promote cultural awareness, appreciate global connections, and encourage service.   Initially set up as a correspondence "match" program between Peace Corps volunteers and U.S. classrooms, CWWS has expanded its scope over the past ten years by providing a broad range of resources for educators – including award-winning videos, teacher guides, classroom speakers, a newsletter and online resources.  





The online resources include service-learning lesson plans, project ideas, Peace Corps Volunteer Partnership projects, and more.  Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/service/index.html" ��http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/service/index.html� for more info!








The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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