


A red circle with a line through it always means
“no,” such as “no entry.”

This sign means do not turn around in the
middle of a street or an intersection.

These two signs are sometimes used
DO together and mean do not pass. The
NOT| yellow pennant sign will be posted on
PASS| the left side of the road. The white sign
will be posted on the right side.

This sign follows the do not pass sign. Itis on the || PASS
right side of the road. It marks the end of a no-passing WITH
zone. You may then pass when it is safe to

do so. CARE

This sign means traffic in the right lane must
turn right. Traffic in the second lane should either
continue driving straight or turn right. A similar

sign may be used for left-turning traffic.
ONLY

This sign means no right
turn. If the arrow points to the left, the sign
means no left turn.

This sign informs or
AUTHORIZED | Warns not to drive across the median (divider
strip) or emergency crossover of a freeway. It
VEHICLES is against the law for anyone to cross a freeway
ONLY median—except for law enforcement, emergency,
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Guide Signs

Guide signs, including those for motorist services, parks, and
public recreation areas, tell what is available ahead. Some show
distance, destination, and direction.

Route Markers

Route markers identify highways by number and symbol as
part of national, state, or local systems.

Limited-access interstate freeway sign

- U.S. highway sign
State highway sign

County route marker 0TSEGO

Pavement Markings

Pavement markings are white or yellow and, like highway
signs, warn, regulate, and inform drivers.

White lines separate traffic lanes moving in the same
direction. They include:

W Broken white lines: On
roadways that have more
than one lane moving in one
direction, broken white lines
separate traffic lanes. Drive
between these lines. Never
straddle them.
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W Solid white lines: Solid white lines mark the right edge
of the road. Often called fog lines, solid white lines
help you stay on the road at night or in bad weather.
Passing to the right of another vehicle by crossing a solid
white line that marks the right edge of the roadway is
prohibited, even if the shoulder is paved.

Solid white lines are also used to separate lanes of traffic
moving in the same direction. When solid white lines
separate lanes of traffic moving in the same direction,
crossing a solid white line is not recommended. These
white lines may designate sharp curves, freeway
acceleration and deceleration lanes, and other parts of
the road where lane changes are considered dangerous.

A double solid white line is used to show a travel path
where driving in the same direction is permitted on both
sides of the line, but crossing the line is prohibited.

These lines are used to separate traffic for safety reasons such
as bicycle ways, pedestrian ways, or where one lane of traffic is
usually traveling at a higher speed than the other lane:

m Crosswalk lines: Solid white lines mark many
pedestrian crosswalks. When these lines are used,
they go all the way across the pavement. Crosswalks
are also indicated by white stripes placed on the road
in the direction of traffic. Crosswalks are placed at
intersections and, sometimes, between intersections.
Stop the vehicle behind the crosswalk line.

W Stop lines: Wide white lines painted across a traffic lane
mark where you must stop the vehicle at intersections.
This keeps the vehicle out of the way of pedestrians and
cross traffic. If there are no stop lines or crosswalks, stop
the vehicle before entering the intersection. You should
be able to see traffic from all directions.

B Directional Arrows: Wide
white arrows painted down the
center of the traffic lane indicate
the direction that the vehicle
must travel. In the graphic
provided, the arrow pointing to
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the left indicates that all vehicles in this lane must turn
left. The next lane may only go straight. The right lane
may go straight or turn right. Always check for traffic
and pedestrians before proceeding or completing your
turn.

Yellow lines separate vehicle traffic lanes moving in opposite
directions. They include:

W Broken yellow lines: Asingle broken yellow line
usually marks the centerline of a two-way roadway
where a vehicle may pass if it is safe.

m Solid yellow lines: If a solid yellow line is on your side
of the centerline of a roadway, do not cross over it to
pass. On a four-lane divided roadway or a one-way road,
a solid yellow line usually marks the left edge of the
pavement. A double solid yellow line down the middle
of a two-lane roadway means that passing is not allowed
for vehicles traveling in either direction.

m Center lane, left-turn-only: Many roads have a
left-turn only lane to help traffic flow more smoothly.
Each outside edge of this lane is marked with a solid
yellow line with broken yellow lines on the inside edges.
Left turns must be made from within this lane, and may
be made from either direction. Using this lane to pass
other vehicles or as a merge lane is both dangerous and
illegal.

Yield lines are typically found at roundabout intersections
and mid-block crosswalks and help regulate the flow of traffic.
When yielding to traffic, make sure to stop behind the yield lines.
There are two types of yield lines:

m White triangular symbols: When you see white
triangles painted across a traffic lane, be prepared to stop
and yield to traffic.

m Dashed white lines: Dashed white lines painted across
a roundabout’s traffic lane indicate you should yield to
traffic.
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Signals

Traffic signals control traffic at intersections. It is illegal to
drive across public or private property, such as a store parking
lot, to avoid a traffic-control device. Combinations of traffic
signals, signs, pavement markings, and other traffic-control
devices may be used at railroad crossings, schools, street and
highway construction, and maintenance operations. Pedestrian
signals control pedestrian traffic. Always give the right-of-way
to pedestrians.

Traffic Control Signals

Acred light means stop. It is at the top of a

traffic signal in Michigan. Stop the vehicle behind

a crosswalk or stop line. A yellow light means

the green signal has ended and the signal is about

to turn red. You are required to stop on a yellow

light. If you cannot stop safely, do not speed up but

drive cautiously through the intersection. A green

light means proceed cautiously after checking for

pedestrians and vehicles. If a traffic light is not
working at an intersection, and there are no law enforcement
officers or alternate traffic signal devices present to control the flow
of traffic, you should follow the basic right-of-way rules. These
include yielding to vehicles that reach the intersection before you,
to those on your right if you reach the intersection at the same time,
and when turning left, giving right-of-way to oncoming traffic.

The 5-section head signal, or “doghouse signal,”
is used to regulate left and right turns at intersections.
This type of signal has a red light on top, a green
and yellow turn arrow, and a green
and yellow light. When the green
arrow is lit, turning drivers have
a “protected turn,” meaning all
(Left Turn) oncoming or conflicting traffic is
stopped. When the green light is
lit, turning drivers may complete their turn when
oncoming traffic has cleared. .
When either the yellow light or yellow arrow  (Right Turn)
is lit, the signal is changing from green to red and drivers must
stop if they have not already entered the intersection or cannot

www.Michigan.gov/sos 77



safely stop. If they have already entered the intersection, they
must proceed through their turn with caution after making sure
traffic is clear.

g""% A flashing red light means come to a full stop.

i I Proceed when the road is clear.

A flashing yellow light means proceed N

carefully through the intersection. Scan across traffic

in both directions. M

A steady green arrow means you may proceed
with caution in the direction of the arrow if the way
is clear. Yield the right-of-way to pedestrians in the
intersection. Traffic coming toward you should stop.

Research from the Federal Highway Administration shows
that by reconfiguring the signal arrows used for left turns, traffic
moves more efficiently through intersections and the chances for
crashes are reduced.

The flashing yellow arrow left-turn signal head has four
separate lenses. The lens at the top is a solid red arrow. The next
signal below it is a solid yellow arrow, then a flashing yellow
arrow, and finally, a solid green arrow at the bottom. Each arrow
specifies what actions are permitted. This signal will be standard
throughout the United States.

Asolid red arrow means you must stop.
You cannot turn until the signal changes.

A solid yellow arrow warns you that the
left turn signal is about to change to red.
If you are approaching the intersection,
you must stop. However, if you are
already within the intersection and there
is no conflicting traffic present, you may
complete your left turn.

A flashing yellow arrow allows you to
turn left when oncoming traffic, which has
a green light, is clear. Be sure that there is an adequate gap in the
oncoming traffic and that there are no pedestrians or bicyclists
crossing before making your turn.
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A solid green arrow indicates that oncoming traffic is stopped
and you may turn left. Proceed with caution. At intersections
equipped with vehicle-detection cameras or in-pavement
sensors, this sequence may be skipped if there are no left-turning
vehicles.

Railroad Crossings

Traffic control systems for railroad crossings include all
signs, signals, markings, and illuminated devices that permit safe
and efficient movement of both rail and highway traffic. Trains
cannot stop at railroad crossings. It is much harder and takes
much longer for a train to stop, up to a mile in most cases. It
could be fatal to ignore a signal or try to cross in front of a train.

When approaching a railroad crossing that does not have a
signal or a gate, slow down and look both ways. This is good
advice even if a signaled crossing does not indicate a train is
coming.

This sign warns of a railroad crossing ahead. If
a train is coming, all vehicles must stop no more
than 50 feet or less than 15 feet from the tracks.

If there is more than one set of tracks, check
carefully for other trains that may be coming. Do not cross
the tracks until all trains have passed. When the road is snow
covered, proceed over tracks with enough speed so you will not
get stuck. Avoid changing gears while crossing the tracks.
When you see devices that warn of railroad crossings and
possible oncoming trains:

m Slow down and be ready to stop.

B School buses, vehicles carrying passengers for hire,
gasoline trucks, and other vehicles carrying hazardous
materials must stop and make sure no train is coming,
even if there is no stop sign or railroad crossing signal.

W If there is a stop sign at the crossing, you must stop
whether or not a train is coming.

W Be careful not to get “trapped” on railroad tracks by a
line of vehicles backed up by a traffic signal.
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This railroad sign means slow down. Do
not cross the track(s) without checking in both
directions for a train. Be sure tracks are clear for a
safe distance. If there are two or more tracks, the
number will be indicated. _

TRACKS
This railroad-crossing signal has a
bell and flashing red lights to warn
that a train is coming. Stop when the bell is P
ringing and the lights are flashing. Once the &
train has passed, do not proceed until the lights and bell
have stopped and you are sure that all tracks are clear.

3] R
RO

This railroad crossing has a sign, signal, bell, and
gate to stop traffic. Do not drive through, around, or
under any ~rossing gate while it is down, or
being raisea or lowered. Stop and wait until the gates
are raised, signals stop flashing, and bells stop
ringing. Once the train has passed, do not proceed
until the lights and bell have stopped
and you are sure that all tracks are clear.

Construction and Maintenance

Warning signs in construction, maintenance, or other
designated work areas are diamond-shaped with black lettering
on an orange or yellow background.

A combination of signs, signals, lighting devices, markings,
barricades, routing, and hand-signaling devices may be used
around road construction, maintenance, and surveying operations
and utility work.

Construction and maintenance signs
may mean part of a lane, an entire
lane, or the whole road is blocked.

These signs are also used when
work is being done adjacent to the
roadway, on shoulders, or in ditch
areas.

Construction zones can be for a short period of time or last
one or more construction seasons. Drivers are made aware of
such zones by signs posted in advance.
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Be aware of the warning sign messages and obey them as
directed. Watch and drive defensively to avoid problems.

Be patient and everyone will travel through construction zones
safely. Watch carefully for construction workers or moving
equipment.

Construction workers also have the authority to direct traffic
in work zones, and their directions should be followed even if
they conflict with an existing traffic control device.

When going through a designated work area, pay attention
to the posted speed limits. For most construction, maintenance,
or surveying activities, the speed limit is 45 mph unless posted
differently. Work zones may limit speeds to 45 mph where
workers are present, yet allow traffic to return to the normally
posted speed when workers are absent. This allows traffic to
move at full speed when safe to do so while requiring motorists
to watch for workers and slow down when construction in
awork zone is active. Fines are doubled for all moving
violations in work zones.

In addition, motorists caught speeding in construction zones
face increased points on their driving records. Under the law,
motorists will be assessed:

W 3 points for speeding 10 mph or less over the posted
limit.

W 4 points for speeding more than 10 mph but not more
than 15 mph over the limit.

B 5 points for speeding more than 15 mph over the limit.

Motorists who have accumulated 12 or more points in a
two-year period will be required to undergo a driver assessment
re-examination.

Motorists causing injury or death to any person in a work
zone are subject to fines of up to $7,500 and imprisonment of up
to 15 years.

Pedestrian Signals

Pedestrian signals are used to control the movement of people
at specific crossing points along the road or at an intersection.
The white symbol of a walking person means “walk,” and a
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red upraised hand means “do not walk.” Some use the words

“WALK” and “DONT WALK.”
ps L J
A

2
DONT | I
WALK
N %
EX

e

Two Section Types

Pedestrian signals may include an audible or visual
“countdown” indicating how much time is left before the
signal changes.

Do not start crossing a road when either the upraised hand
or the DONT WALK images are flashing. If you are partway
across and the signal changes to a flashing mode, complete
your crossing. Drivers should be cautious when pedestrians are
present, especially when turning. Traffic islands help separate
moving traffic or guide traffic and also provide safety for
pedestrians.
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Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon signals (known as “HAWK”
signals) are a new crossing device to alert drivers to the
presence of pedestrians. There are six steps to the HAWK
signal sequence:

1. Dark — The signal stays dark until activated by a
pedestrian. Motorists should proceed with caution when
the signal is dark.

2. Flashing Yellow — The signal will flash yellow once it is
activated. Motorists should slow down and be prepared
to stop.

3. Steady Yellow — Stop. If it is unsafe to stop, motorists
may proceed with caution.

4. Solid Red — Motorists must stop and remain stopped.

5. Alternately Flashing Red — Motorists must stop and
proceed only when clear.

6. Dark — Signal sequence is completed and HAWK signal
turns dark until activated again.
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