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Highlighting Student Leadership Activities and Achievements in Career and Technical Education
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   September 2004 

Welcome Back Students and Directors!

Hopefully your summer was fun and memorable for all the right reasons! It flew by in a blur, and here we are at the start of a new and exciting school year.  

For those of you who may not have heard the news, this newsletter is for YOU – and all about you.  As the byline says, it highlights the terrific achievements of students in leadership activities in Career and Technical Education organizations around the state.  

Who are we talking about?  Business Professionals of America, Michigan DECA, Michigan FFA, Family, Career and Community Leaders of America, Health Occupations Students of America, SkillsUSA; and other groups and programs, including but not limited to AYES, FIRST Robotics, LEGO League, DAPCEP, and GRAPCEP.  

What exciting things happened over the summer?  How are you kicking off your organizations for the new school year?  Have any big plans?  Tell us!
Articles should come from or be forwarded by student organization directors only, using the attached form.  

E-mail to: Donna Beltz, Editor, at beltzd@michigan.gov by the first of the month preceding each quarterly issue.  (This is a slight change in the procedure.) Issues will be published in September, December, March, and June.
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Business Professionals of America (BPA) Fall Leadership Conference – Time to Start the Year Right!

“A tremendous experience” is in store for chapter officers attending the Fall Leadership Conferences in October, according to BPA State Director, Maurice Henderson.

BPA is holding two annual fall leadership conference/ chapter officer trainings this October:

( 
The Fall Leadership Conference for Region 5, in Gladstone, MI, on October 4

(
The Fall Leadership Conference for all other schools in Michigan at the Holiday Inn-South/Convention Center in Lansing, MI, on October 5.

Conference registration will start at 8:00 a.m. FOCUS Training, a company specializing in leadership development training, will conduct the training sessions for the local chapter officers. The current State Executive Council will also share information regarding the 2004-2005 plan of work and the state association’s goals. While the students are in their workshops, the chapter advisors will attend meetings to hear about the plans for the 

current school year.

More than 750 students and teachers are expected to attend the conferences.  
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“Today’s students, Tomorrow’s business professionals” – BPA motto

Michigan SkillsUSA Has A New Name a New Look, and a New Slogan!  

As of September 1, 2004
See page 3 for details….




qualifying him for the National Competition in Kansas City, Missouri.
In June 2004, he participated in intense competition requiring written tests, soldering and brazing exercises, as well as identifying problems and how to make repairs.  Students were also graded on safety, tool use, and troubleshooting abilities.  

Nick placed fourth out of 29 first-place winners from as many states.  He was awarded a $5,000.00 scholarship to the Northwestern University of Ohio.

During the last two years of high school, Nick attended the Jackson Career Center.  He credits his teacher, Kirk Green, for noticing that he has a talent for heating, ventilation and air conditioning.  Mr. Green encouraged Nick to excel in that field by getting him involved in the SkillsUSA organization.  A Jackson heating contractor also employed Nick during that time, giving him valuable real-world work experience.

SkillsUSA is a national organization serving a quarter-million high school and college students and professional members who are enrolled in technical, skilled, and service occupations, including health occupations.  It conducts state and national competitions in which students demonstrate occupational and leadership skills.  During the 2004 national championship, more than 4,100 students competed in 75 occupational and leadership areas.

Over the summer Nick worked with his father in construction.  His family has a long history in that field.  He hopes to continue his education in HVAC at Ferris State University.  Congratulations, Nick!

Total Makeovers for CTSO Websites Going On!  Check it out!

www.michiganhosa.org
www.mifccla.org
www.michiganbpa.org
2004 National HOSA Leadership Conference Winners

June 23-26, 2004

World Marriott Center - Orlando, Florida

Congratulations to the Michigan Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA) delegation! Michigan returned from Orlando, Florida with three gold medals, three silver, one bronze, and 39 competitors in the top ten.  Great job, Michigan HOSA!
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Bay-Arenac Career Center Biomedical Debate Team

Placed 6th at 2004 National HOSA Leadership Conference

"Shooting For The Stars!"

2004 Theme Winner – Tabatha Grab

Genesee Area Skills Center – Michigan

HOSA Member

     “Name This Newsletter”  suggestions were:

· Focus, Focused on CTE

· The Leader, CTE Students Leading the Way

· Pathfinder, CTE Michigan Pathways at Work

· The Window, CTE at Glance

· CTEscope

· CTE Connections

· Don’t change it – we like it!

The Winner Is:  Spotlight on CTE

The current name, Spotlight On CTE, received twice as many votes as the other choices!

Thank you for your votes!

SkillsUSA is here to stay! The new logo…


Why the change?  In their words, “We are working to build a stronger, more unified image for the association to use with education, industry, and the public.  

The SkillsUSA name puts a simple, direct emphasis on what we do: we teach the academic, technical, and employability skills students need.  The members, leaders, and sponsors of our association want a national identity for our career and technical education programs and members.  

The hyphenated name “SkillsUSA–VICA” has not been clear to the news media, to prospective members, or to prospective sponsors in part because it sounds like two organizations.  To those who are not involved, the hyphenated name has been confusing.  By making the name “SkillsUSA”, our members have a single name and a clear message to describe their organization”

Their new slogan – 

“SkillsUSA: Champions at Work”
is how they see their future.  The following excerpt from their website describes how they want members to feel after an interaction with SkillsUSA.

“SkillsUSA makes every member and partner feel like a champion.  These customers feel successful and respected for their personal commitment to developing skilled workers and good citizens.  They feel connected to a national network.  Through our exceptional service, our customers feel they are treated with sincerity and appreciation.  Their involvement in SkillsUSA results in feelings of personal pride and achievement.”



Upcoming Events Calendars

Watch this space for future “Year-at-a-Glance” postings – State CTSO Directors this is for you.  Our first entry is:

Michigan Business Professionals of America
2004-2005 Michigan BPA Calendar of Events

October 4-5, 2004



Fall Leadership Conferences


Gladstone and Lansing, MI

January 7, 8, 14, 15, 2005



Regional Leadership Conferences



Various Locations

February 13-19, 2005



Business Professionals of America Week


March 12, 2005



Postsecondary State Leadership Conference



Midland, MI

March 17-20, 2005



Secondary State Leadership Conference



Grand Rapids, MI

April 22-26, 2005



National Leadership Conference



Anaheim, CA

State CTSO Director Corner

Newsletter Publishing Schedule:

Articles Due:
Publish Date:

August 1
September

November 1
December

February 1
March

May 1
June

Student organization directors only, please submit articles using the Newsletter Response Form attached to the latest OCTP Informational Update from Director, Patty Cantú.  
E-mail articles to Donna Beltz, Editor, at beltzd@michigan.gov 


Thank you!
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Nick Curtis, a recent Hanover-Horton graduate has a good start on building a career.  In April of this year he competed in the SkillsUSA VICA State Competition for HVAC in Lansing, Michigan and placed first out of 10 competitors from other Michigan career centers,





The  �   is in …





It is the policy of the Office of Career and Technical Preparation that no person on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry, age, gender, height, weight, marital status, or disability shall be subjected to discrimination in any program, service or activity for which it is responsible, or for which it receives financial assistance from the U. S. Department of Education.  Contact:  Office of Civil Rights Administration Coordinator, Office of Career and Technical Preparation, P.O. Box 30712, Lansing, MI 48909, (517) 373-3373.
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