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State Board Of Education Unanimously Adopts Safe School Choice Policy 
April 24, 2003


LANSING – In a unanimous vote, the State Board of Education established Michigan’s Statewide Safe School Choice Policy today to help ensure that all Michigan students are educated in safe, drug-free environments.

The policy, required under the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act, would allow students to transfer to a safe school, including a public school academy, within the school district if they attend a school identified as “persistently dangerous” or if a student has been the victim of a violent criminal offense.

“A fear-free, positive learning climate is essential to both teaching and learning,” said State Board of Education President Kathleen N. Straus. “All Michigan students are entitled to a safe and secure learning environment.”

Under the State Board’s definition, schools would be identified as “persistently dangerous” if, for three consecutive years, more than 2.5 percent of pupils have been expelled for more than 10 consecutive days by a local school board of education or if at least five pupils enrolled in the school self-report that they have been victims of a violent crime.  

The policy pertains to expulsions that result from a student committing arson, physical assault, bomb threats, criminal sexual conduct, or being in possession of a dangerous weapon.  Incidents must occur “at-school”, meaning in a classroom, on school grounds, on a school bus or other school-related vehicle, or at a school-sponsored activity or event, whether or not it is held on school premises.  

Schools identified as “persistently dangerous,” are required to submit a corrective action plan within 30 days to the Michigan Department of Education.  A list of schools that are defined as “persistently dangerous” under this new definition will be identified by this Fall.
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The State Board of Education continued its educational leadership role by engaging diverse representatives from local and intermediate school districts, private organizations, education and child advocates, and other state and local stakeholders to develop this policy. The Board adopted policies on Safe Schools and Bullying, in 2000 and 2001, respectively.    

“The State Board of Education takes issues related to creating a safe environment for all children very seriously,” said Michigan Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Watkins. “We will work, in conjunction with our schools, parents, families, and communities to ensure that our public schools continue to maintain safe educational environments for all students.” 

In other business, the State Board took action on a package of “educational flexibility” bills currently being considered by the Michigan Senate Education Committee.

Board members conditionally supported Senate Bill 367 unanimously – which would eliminate restrictions on use of at-risk funding in buildings that make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) – provided that the Michigan School Readiness Program is not included in this bill.

With an 8-0 vote, State Board members opposed Senate Bills 368 and 369, which would eliminate the state’s provision for accreditation of schools.  Board members indicated that elimination of the state’s school accreditation system – Education YES! – would distort school performance in Michigan by relying solely on federally mandated achievement test scores.  The state’s system relies on test scores and 11 additional performance indicators and meshes with NCLB to create an aligned school accountability system in Michigan. 

State Board members also opposed Senate Bill 364 by a 7-1 vote, which would eliminate a provision in the State School Aid Act requiring that Michigan schools instruct pupils for 180 days.  Board Member Eileen Weiser (R-Ann Arbor) voted against the Board’s motion.   

The Board also voted 8-0 to oppose Senate Bill 366, which would eliminate professional development requirements for Michigan’s teachers.  Members supported Senate Bill 365 unanimously, which would require the Center for Educational Performance and Information (CEPI) to uniformly collect all Michigan school data.  However, concern was voiced that enough time be taken to fully consider all potential ramifications of the bill prior to full implementation.

Finally, the State Board of Education and Department of Education honored Mr. Terry Booth as the 2003 recipient of the Stella Gikas Professional Support Staff Award.  The award is given annually to an outstanding member of the Department of Education’s support staff team.

The next scheduled State Board of Education meeting will be held May 22 in Lansing.
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