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Governor Shares Message of Inclusivity, collaboration with State Board of Education
March 27, 2003


LANSING – In her first visit to the State Board of Education’s monthly meeting, Governor Jennifer M. Granholm said it was an honor to be seated at the table and thanks all those present for their work toward lifting up Michigan schools, teachers, and children. 

“Educating our children is a big job.  We have a lot of work to do – but we will do it together. I want you know, first and foremost, that I am your partner.  Nothing we will do as citizens or as leaders is as important as the education we give our children today,” Granholm said. “This goal is a shared responsibility for all of us in this state.  We simply have to do the best we can for our kids and our future.”

“We have waited a long time for this day,” said State Board of Education President Kathleen N. Straus. “Governor Granholm expresses her passion and vision for education so eloquently.  It is energizing for us to finally have a cohesive and collaborative focus on education.”  

Michigan Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Watkins said every member of the State Board shared in the excitement about the alignment among the State Board, the Department of Education, and the Governor. 

“Our potential for success is unlimited as we focus together on assisting schools as they continue to reach toward our goal of offering a high quality education to all of Michigan’s children,” Watkins said. “The Governor’s commitment to work together to lift up all schools, teachers, and children, and to focus on early childhood education – is truly a breath of fresh air for all of us.  Through the use of the Children’s Action Network, we will strive to target our resources and attention across all state agencies that help children and families.”  

The Governor also thanked Watkins and Straus for working with the United State Department of Education to make educational policy that “makes sense for Michigan’s children.”

Straus said the Governor’s priorities are in direct alignment with the State Board’s strategic goal of attaining substantial and meaningful improvement in academic achievement for all students/children with primary emphasis on chronically underperforming schools and students.  

During her visit, the Governor also took the time to listen to with meeting attendees and Department of Education staff members.
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