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Dear Friends:

As promised, I am attempting to summarize Governor Granholm’s vision for Michigan as articulated in her plan entitled Securing Michigan’s Future.  Many of you have undoubtedly read the entire document.  My intent is to capture those portions that seem to particularly relate to our history, arts and libraries constituency.  I am sure some of you will identify others that I have missed.

For those planning to attend our History, Arts and Libraries Conference on April 28, I am hoping these highlights of the Governor’s plan for Michigan will help all of us prepare for the afternoon session of “Making Our Own Opportunities.”  I am confident that together we will readily see opportunities to contribute to the Governor’s vision and leverage her agenda.  Some opportunities could lead to regional or state initiatives but many will surely be acted upon at the local level.

Governor Granholm’s vision is a four-year plan and she has launched phase one for the first year of her administration.  The first years’ plan focuses on education, health care, homeland security, environment and cities.

I have extracted statements from the “Securing Michigan’s Future” document for those portions that seem particularly germane to our missions and programs.

Educating Our Children

· “Make sure that every child gets a Great Start – and comes to the first day of class ready to read.”

· “Preparing a child for the opportunities of the future does not begin and end with the school bell nor is it limited to what is taught in textbooks.”

· “. . . undertake bold new efforts to promote good character and good citizenship.”

· “In a very real sense, learning does begin at home.  Parents – and those they entrust to care for their children – are a child’s first teachers.  Yet until very recently, Michigan lacked any systematic efforts to help parents during these critical years form birth to age five.”

· “Expand pre-school education for Michigan toddlers.”

· “Work with community groups, religious organizations, and cultural institutions in providing stimulating experiences, story times at bookstores and libraries, playscapes, and museum visits.”

· “Prepare children to be ready-to-read.”

· “Every child should have an adult role model.  For some, it’s a parent or relative.  For many children, though, their family in unable to provide guidance. . . . That is why Jennifer Granholm will expand her Mentor Michigan program so that every child will have a guide to help them as they enter adulthood.”

· “Expand high-quality after school programs.  School schedules were developed when very few families had both parents working.  Now, too many parents worry about what to do with their children after the school bell rings and before the whistle blows.  It is during these hours that children are most likely to commit crimes and acts of vandalism, as well as be victimized by them.  After-school programs keep students off the streets and out of trouble.  More importantly, after-school and summer programs offer opportunities to help all students meet high academic standards.  Research shows that extended learning time is a key strategy widely used by schools that have boosted student achievement in reading and math.”

· “Support character education and good citizenship.  We need to replicate efforts such as those of Battle Creek where schools that have used the ‘Character Counts’ curriculum to instill in young people the values they need to become good neighbors.”

· “Make community service a requirement to graduate from Michigan’s high schools.”

21st Century Jobs and Economic Opportunity for the People of Michigan
· “Promote small business.”

· “Redevelop our cities and older suburbs.”

· “Rejuvenate Detroit.  The economic rejuvenation of Detroit is especially important to the entire state.  Across the nation and the world, Detroit symbolizes the entire state, and if Detroit is perceived as an undesirable place to live and work, then so is Michigan as a whole.”

· “Create opportunities for women and minorities.  Michigan has not fully tapped the talents and creativity of minorities and women to help our economy.”

· Sell Michigan tourism.  We need to aggressively market Michigan’s great outdoors, lakes and cultural attractions – with better targeting and better coordination with promotional efforts by private groups.”

Building a Healthy Michigan

· “Keeping families healthy and strong is one of the biggest challenges facing the people of Michigan.”

Keeping Families Safe, Keeping Communities Secure

· “Keeping our families safe and our communities secure is the most basic duty of government.  While crime has subsided over the past few years, as the economy dips, the crime rate rises.  Too many families live in fear.  Too many streets, in too many communities, are overrun by violence.”

Protecting the Environment, Growing Our Economy

· “Jennifer Granholm will advance an environmental ethic that protects Michigan’s natural resource heritage, embraces the principles of stewardship and sustainability, and seeks to make our cities and communities livable and strong.”

· “. . . making Michigan a leader in providing outdoor recreation.”

· “Appoint a bipartisan commission on land use.”

· “Facilitate urban redevelopment.”

Fighting for all Michiganians

· We need to build an inclusive Michigan that draws on the talents of all our people.”

· “Building an Inclusive Michigan.  Jennifer Granholm believes that the religious, ethnic, and racial diversity of Michigan is one of our greatest strengths.  To build an inclusive Michigan, we need to reach out to all our people as well as knock down barriers and dispel prejudices that hold us all back.”

Rebuilding Our Neighborhoods

· “We must continue to push forward and build neighborhoods in which commerce can thrive, the streets are safe, and communities are whole.”

· “Creating livable urban communities takes treating cities, older suburbs, and entire metropolitan regions as central to economic growth, job retention and creation, and a vibrant quality of life.”

· “Bridge the digital divide.  Every person and business in Michigan needs access to the Internet – especially high-sped access – to gain skills and access to the opportunities of the future.”

· “Expand lifelong learning opportunities.”

Summary

As Governor Granholm launches her administration directing energy, talent and resources toward achieving this vision for Michigan’s future, she has captured that dream in concise terms.

“We envision a Michigan whose quality of life is envied and unparalleled:

Whose natural resources are open and treasured,

Whose families are safe in the present and enthused for their futures,

Whose cities are pulsing with new economic and cultural life,

Whose citizens are widely engaged in building this great state,

Where public service is cherished,

And where the next generation is prepared to seize opportunities like we have never seen before.”

Sincerely,

William M. Anderson

Director
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