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Department Of Education Spearheads Effort To Curb Summer Learning Decline
June 4, 2003


LANSING – Michigan unveiled a new state effort today to reverse the summer learning decline that affects more than half of all of the state’s students.  

“For some students, summer is usually a time for fun and play.  However, this period also is the time when students do not attend school and they lose some of the reading and mathematics skills gained during the academic year, “ said Michigan Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Watkins.  “As a result of this decline, schools and teachers are forced to spend valuable time during the next school year helping students relearn lost knowledge and skills.”

To increase student achievement throughout the summer, the Michigan Department of Education has developed FAMILY FUNdamentals for Summer Learning – a kit that contains more than 200 literacy building activities teachers can select for students advancing from preschool through second grade to practice with their parents at home.  

Learning activities are aligned with state education standards and the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.  Literacy activities in the kit focus on the five essential components of reading instruction including phonemic awareness, phonics, comprehension, fluency and vocabulary, contain varied degrees of difficulty, and are separated by grade level. 

“Summer is ideal for families to provide the time, learning experiences and practice needed to reinforce and promote learning,” said Kathleen Straus, State Board of Education President. “Providing children and parents with easy activities to practice over the summer will assure steady academic achievement for all students and is especially critical for the children in our low performing schools.”

These activities are being distributed on a pilot basis over the Internet and are available to download in PDF on MDE’s web site at: www.michigan.gov/mde. 

In September, schools will be receiving an additional Family FUNdamentals Compact Disk (CD) containing hundreds of school year take home activities, as well as math and literacy summer learning activities.   The September CD will be made possible through a partnership with the Michigan Department of Education, Wayne RESA, and Partnership for Learning.
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