
*Special Education Personnel Hiring Process 
*(Candidates MUST MEET Highly Qualified Requirements) 

 
 

 Candidate does not hold a 
valid MI Teaching 

Certificate 

Candidate 
has a valid 
MI Teaching 
Certificate 

endorsed in 
the area of 
assignment 

Is the Candidate willing 
to get endorsed in the 
area of assignment? 

No 

Employer 
must request 
a Full Year 
Permit from 

the MDE 
Office of 

Professional 
Preparation 

Services 
(OPPS) 

No 

LEA/PSA/ISD is 
able to hire 
Candidate 

LEA/PSA/ISD 
begins Approval 

Process 
Yes 

Employer 
must request 
a Full Year 
Permit from 

the MDE 
Office of 

Professional 
Preparation 

Services 
(OPPS) 

Candidate 
should 

contact the 
MDE-OPPS 
to apply for 

valid MI 
Teaching 
Certificate 

Candidate only 
has an out of 

state Teaching 
Certificate 

Does the Candidate have 
a valid Temporary 

Teacher Authorization? 
(MDE – OPPS) 

Does the Temporary 
Teacher Authorization 

have a special education 
endorsement matching the 

area of assignment? 

Candidate can 
be hired for 
duration of 

Authorization 

No 

Yes 

Yes 
No 

No 
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