INFORMATION SHEET:

TEST SCHEDULES AND TESTING FEES

The board of an institution housing an Official GED Testing Center is responsible for establishing testing fees and local testing centers determine test schedules.  Centers should try to keep fees as low as possible for examinees while ensuring that they are sufficient to maintain an ongoing commitment to the testing program.  Test schedules should be convenient for examinees while recognizing additional duties and responsibilities of the test center staff.  Centers need to consider the relationship between test scheduling and the fees charged for testing.

The current GED Test battery requires seven hours and thirty minutes (7-1/2 hours) to administer.  All centers are required to have a testing schedule.

In addition to the time spent administering the tests, centers also receive many inquiries from potential and past GED examinees.  Most chief examiners rightfully consider counseling examinees an important aspect of their jobs.  The GED testing center is often the first point of contact for persons seeking to take the tests and appropriate referrals should be made to local preparation or literacy programs.  Candidates who successfully complete the tests may need information about career options or college entrance.  Although the central scoring system has minimized paperwork, centers must still conduct inventories of restricted test material, maintain eligibility files, and do a certain amount of routine paperwork.  Staff time to fulfill these functions should be considered when establishing test schedules and test fees.

When the board of an institution, administrators, and appointed testing center staff agree to provide testing services, the whole community benefits.  The chief examiner is responsible for keeping the board and administrators aware of testing activities.  Clear agreement on test schedules and testing fees is usually the key to a successful, on-going GED testing program.
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