The History Themes for Early United States History
The content standards and benchmarks for social studies in the Michigan Curriculum Framework describe the use of historical knowledge by students. The four Michigan History Content Standards that reflect the National History Standards require students:

· use time and chronology of important historical events in the history of the United States to explain cause and effect 

· to show a comprehension of the past by being able to tell the story of the past using important events, places and people from the past 

· to use primary and secondary source documents to analyze the past from a variety of points of view 

· to judge decisions from the past 

A historical event, person, or idea is important and could stand on its own, if it is a rich example of most of the following criterion:

	· Transcends time and place, 

· Helps students understand and explain causal relationships in history, 

· Influences many subsequent events, 

· Affects a large number of people, 

· Helps us discern patterns to explain the world around us, 

· Has many clear and related examples, 

· Helps students see history from many different perspectives, 

· Helps students understand the past motivations and actions within the historical context of the time the event occurred, and 

· Illustrates that many different narratives or stories can be told in United States and Michigan History. 


The following is the list of historical events, persons, or ideas that are important for every student of Early United States History to know.
	Pre-1492
	Native American Cultures before European Contact

	
	· The Lives of Native Americans before Columbus

	
	· Iroquois League

	
	· Comparative study of Native American Cultures in the Western Hemisphere

	Post-1492 
	Exploration and Discovery:

	
	· Voyages of Columbus and the Columbian Exchange

	
	· Explorers: Vasco da Gama, de Soto, Champlain

	
	· European land claims in the Western Hemisphere

	1565 to 1630
	Colonization of North America:

	
	· St Augustine

	
	· Quebec

	
	· New Amsterdam

	
	· Massachusetts Bay

	1619 to 1775
	Development of Colonial Institutions:

	
	· House of Burgesses 1619

	
	· Mayflower compact 1620

	
	· Economic, social and political development of the New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies of North America

	1619 to 1865
	African Experiences in the Americas:

	
	· Indentured servitude and Free Blacks

	
	· Institution of Slavery

	
	· The Triangle Trade: Trade in Molasses, Rum, and Enslaved People

	1720 to 1765
	Early Conflicts in Colonial America:

	
	· Challenges of Religious Intolerance

	
	· The Case for a Free Press: John Peter Zenger

	
	· French and Indian War and the Proclamation of 1763

	1689 to 1770
	Ideas and Events Leading to Revolution:

	
	· English Bill of Rights in the North American Colonies

	
	· Taxation Without Representation!

	
	· The Boston Massacre

	1774 to 1781
	American Revolution:

	
	· First Continental Congress

	
	· Declaration of Independence

	
	· George Washington and the Continental Army

	
	· Battle of Saratoga

	
	· Winter at Valley Forge

	
	· Comparative Perspectives on the American Revolution

	1781 to 1791
	Early United States Government

	
	· Articles of Confederation

	
	· Northwest Ordinance of 1787

	
	· United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights


All dates provided are for general reference purposes only.  Students should use dates to construct an understanding of the chronology of events focusing their attention on examining relationships and explaining cause and effect.

