The History Themes for United States History                       Twentieth Century to the Present
The content standards and benchmarks for social studies in the Michigan Curriculum Framework describe the use of historical knowledge by students. The four Michigan History Content Standards that reflect the National History Standards require students:

· use time and chronology of important historical events in the history of the United States to explain cause and effect 

· to show a comprehension of the past by being able to tell the story of the past using important events, places and people from the past 

· to use primary and secondary source documents to analyze the past from a variety of points of view 

· to judge decisions from the past 

A historical event, person, or idea is important and could stand on its own, if it is a rich example of most of the following criterion:

	· Transcends time and place, 

· Helps students understand and explain causal relationships in history, 

· Influences many subsequent events, 

· Affects a large number of people, 

· Helps us discern patterns to explain the world around us, 

· Has many clear and related examples, 

· Helps students see history from many different perspectives, 

· Helps students understand the past motivations and actions within the historical context of the time the event occurred, and 

· Illustrates that many different narratives or stories can be told in United States and Michigan History. 


The following is the list of historical events, persons, or ideas that are important for every student of United States History Twentieth Century to the Present to know.

	1898 to 1918
	United States and the World

	
	· Spanish American War

	
	· Immigration

	
	· World War I

	1900 to 1920
	New Citizenship

	
	· Jim Crow

	
	· Progressivism

	
	· Women’s Suffrage

	1919 to 1950
	Changes in American Life

	
	· Prohibition

	
	· Harlem Renaissance

	
	· Home Radio

	1929 to 1937
	Economic Crisis

	
	· Great Depression

	
	· New Deal

	
	· Flint GM Sit-down Strike

	1939 to 1945
	World War II

	
	· Fascism/Militarism

	
	· Home Front

	
	· The Holocaust

	1909 to 1966
	Justice and Equality

	
	· NAACP and CORE

	
	· Individual Rights: The Civil Rights Movement

	
	· Great Society

	1955 to present
	Socioeconomic Change

	
	· Urbanization to Suburbanization

	
	· Conservative Movement

	
	· Changing Families and the Aging of America

	1948 to 1962
	Cold War Era

	
	· Berlin Airlift

	
	· Korea

	
	· Cuban Missile Crisis

	1920 to present
	Youth Culture

	
	· Flappers

	
	· Woodstock

	
	· MTV

	1961 to 1975
	Idealism to Disillusionment

	
	· Vietnam

	
	· Assassinations/Urban Riots

	
	· Watergate

	1947 to present
	Ongoing Challenges 

	
	· Middle East

	
	· Environmental Issues

	
	· Health

	1961 to present
	Technology and the Global Economy

	
	· U.S. Space Program

	
	· Multinational Corporations

	
	· Personal Computers and the Internet


All dates provided are for general reference purposes only.  Students should use dates to construct an understanding of the chronology of events focusing their attention on examining relationships and explaining cause and effect.

