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1896

Charles King is the first to drive an automobile in
Detroit. He built it himself.

A few months after King, Henry Ford drives his
car, the “Quadricycle” in Detroit. He built the
Quadricycle in a shed behind his house.

Ransom Olds built his first gas-powered car.

1899 Ransom Olds founds Olds Motor Works and
builds a factory near the Belle Isle Bridge.

1903 Henry Ford founds Ford Motors in a converted
wagon shop.

1904 Olds Motor Works becomes the leading
automobile company in the world.

Timeline Information
Overhead #1
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1910 Henry Ford begins making cars in his new
Highland Park factory.

1912 General Motor’s truck operations are centered in
Pontiac.

1913 Henry Ford becomes the first to use an assembly
line to build cars.

1914 Henry Ford offers his workers $5.00 a day, and
twice the amount of what most skilled workers
are being paid.

1908

Henry Ford introduces the Model T.

William Durant starts General Motors by buying
Buick, Olds, Cadillac, and Oakland companies.

Timeline Information
Overhead # 2
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Timeline Information
Overhead #3

1918 Chevrolet becomes part of General Motors.

1922 Ford buys Lincoln automakers.

1923 Walter Chrysler becomes chairman of Maxwell
Motor Company in Highland Park.

1925 Maxwell Motor Company stops making cars and
Chrysler takes its place.

1928 Chrysler becomes a major auto producer as it
introduces the DeSoto and Plymouth lines and
buys Dodge.


