TIPS ON CUTTING FUEL USE
· KEEP VEHICLES PROPERLY MAINTAINED TO MANUFACTURER’S SPECS

- Engines with worn spark plugs or dirty filters burn more fuel, some cars have 100,000-mile plugs

- Under-inflated tires can cut fuel economy by up to 2% per pound of pressure below recommended level

· KNOW THE CORRECT STARTING PROCEDURE FOR YOUR CAR.  RACING THE ENGINE TO WARM IT WASTES FUEL.

- New engines need no warming time prior to driving.  Start the car, ease into gear and go

· SLOW DOWN.  THE FASTER YOU TRAVEL, THE MORE FUEL YOU USE.

· USE AIR-CONDITIONING ONLY WHEN NECESSARY.  IT REDUCES FUEL ECONOMY BY 5%

- Light exterior colors, light interior cloth seats and tinted windows can reduce heat build-up, thus reducing the need for air-conditioning.

· LIGHTEN THE LOAD.  A HEAVIER VEHICLE USES MORE FUEL.

- Some trucks, vans and SUVs come in several sizes and configurations.  Models with a shorter bed, abbreviated cargo area or smaller cab are lighter and generally use less fuel.

·  MAINTAIN STEADY SPEEDS.  EXTRA FUEL IS NECESSARY TO ACCELERATE A VEHICLE.

- Cruise Control may be a fuel saving option.  Use it when driving on open roads to maintain a steady speed.

· PLAN TRIPS AND ERRANDS TO REDUCE TOTAL DRIVING TIME AND MILES DRIVEN.

- Ask yourself whether a trip is really necessary.  Can it be avoided by using the phone, fax or Internet?

· USE THE MOST ENERGY-CONSERVING VEHICLE AVAILABLE, AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE.

- Smaller engines typically mean better gas mileage

- Four wheel drive vehicles may use more gas than other vehicles

- Vehicles with automatic transmissions may use more fuel than those with manual transmissions
· MINIMIZE THE NEED TO BRAKE BY ANTICIPATING TRAFFIC CONDITIONS.  BE ALERT FOR SLOW-DOWNS AND RED LIGHTS.

· SHOPPING AROUND FOR THE BEST FUEL PRICE IN AN AREA MAY SAVE SOME MONEY, BUT IT IS NOT PRACTICAL TO TRAVEL LONG DISTANCES TO SAVE A FEW PENNIES PER GALLON.

- Use State pumps at VTS or MSP Posts for fueling

