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Thomas D. Watkins, JR.
superintendent of     public instruction


September 3, 2004

To:
Local and Intermediate School Superintendents, and Public School Academy Directors

From:
Tom Watkins

Subject:
Title IX Notification and Coordinators’ Workshop 

In a continuing effort to increase the awareness of gender equity issues, the Michigan Department of Education, Michigan Department of Civil Rights, Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Growth, and the Michigan Women’s Commission are hosting a Title IX Coordinator’s Workshop from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on October 18, 2004, at the Oakland Schools Conference Center, 2111 Pontiac Lake Road, Waterford.

Michigan education leaders should be aware that under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, discrimination is prohibited on the basis of sex by recipients of Federal funds from the U.S. Department of Education.  To ensure that there is compliance with this law, local and intermediate school districts, public school academies and the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) are required to designate a Title IX Coordinator.  So that your coordinator will have access to the most up to date information and understand the scope of this assignment, we are hosting this second workshop.

The individual you select is responsible for providing leadership and direction in expediting full compliance with the provisions of both Title IX and the Michigan Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act.  Please be aware that while the popular media has concentrated its coverage primarily on athletic programs, these laws require equal opportunity regardless of gender in curricular and/or extra-curricular activities.

Those interested in coordinator training may register for this one-day workshop on line at http://136.181.114.10/fs_registration/ by the end of the work day on October 11, 2004.  Space is limited to 150 participants, so please register early.  A minimum cost of $30.00 has been set for attending the workshop to cover the cost of meeting materials and lunch.  Please send your check along with the registration form to the address listed on the form.  You may access the MDE website at www.michigan.gov/mde under Programs and Offices in the Government Services and Customer Satisfaction Section for a copy of the Title IX law and regulations, a model job description and several helpful, pertinent websites.  CEU’s will be awarded for those who spend the full day at the workshop.

For your information, the MDE Title IX Coordinator is Ms. Roberta E. Stanley, Director of Administrative Law and Federal Relations.  Her office is in the John A. Hannah Building, 608 West Allegan Street, P.O. Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48909.  She also may be reached at 517.335.0436, or stanleyr@michigan.gov.  If you have questions about this meeting or Title IX issues, please contact her.
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