
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY HEALTH 
OFFICE OF DRUG CONTROL POLICY 

 
TREATMENT POLICY # 03  

 
SUBJECT:  Buprenorphine
ISSUED:  August 2004, revised June 6, 2006 
EFFECTIVE:  September 1, 2004, revision effective October 1, 2006 
 
 
PURPOSE: 
 

This policy establishes standards for the use of buprenorphine when used as adjunct therapy in 
the treatment of opioid addiction for clients receiving substance abuse services administered 
through the Michigan Department of Community Health, Office of Drug Control Policy 
(MDCH/ODCP).  Coordinating Agencies (CAs) are required to provide additional reports so the 
overall cost and experience gleaned from the use of buprenorphine as adjunct to treatment can be 
used to determine future planning and policy. 
 
SCOPE: 
 

CAs may choose to fund the cost of the buprenorphine/naloxone medication as adjunct therapy 
for opioid addiction in treatment services including residential, intensive outpatient, outpatient, 
and methadone programs.  Allowable funding consists of federal block grant, state general 
funding, and local funding.  Medicaid reinvestment savings may also be used if part of a 
Medicaid reinvestment plan submitted by the Pre-paid Inpatient Health Plan (PIHP) and 
approved by Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and MDCH/ODCP.  CAs may 
use Adult Benefit Waiver (ABW) funding for ABW clients on a discretionary basis after covered 
services have been paid. 
 
Clients with Medicaid coverage may have access to the pharmacy benefit for 
buprenorphine/naloxone.  It must be preauthorized through the Medicaid pharmacy plan.  
 
Opioid Treatment Programs (OTPs) providing services must conform to the Federal opioid 
treatment standards set forth under 42 C.F.R. Part 8, including off-site dosing when dispensing 
buprenorphine/naloxone.  There is no limit to the number of clients to whom buprenorphine can 
be dispensed from an OTP. 
 
Private physicians who have the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) waiver for prescribing buprenorphine/naloxone are limited to managing 30 clients 
on buprenorphine at any one time.  An OTP physician who has the SAMHSA waiver may 
prescribe the medication for off-site use as if the physician were in private practice.  The 
maximum number of active clients would be 30 clients. 
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