Unit 3:  Careers in Education

The Impending Teaching Shortage

OBJECTIVE:  Students will determine the cause and effect relationship of a teacher shortage and examine ways to alleviate the decrease in the number of quality teachers entering the field of education.

	Resource(s) Needed: 
	Activity Type:
	Time (Minutes)
	Written By:

	· WONG book, p. iv

· Selected Journal Articles


	Individual, Small Group, Whole Class
	60
	Dick Greene


	Teacher Activities
	Student Activities

	· Discuss the statistics on upcoming teacher shortage
	· Discuss with classmates about your school:  how many new teachers are there this year?  How many can probably retire next year?  In five years?

· Graph teacher turnover for the past 5 years in this district

	· Distribute a journal article about the teaching shortage
	· Read a journal article about the teaching shortage 

	· Introduce problem solving techniques
	· Examine the cause and effect of the teacher shortage using problem-solving skills

	· Invite a panel of veteran teachers (or recently retired) to share their successes, failures, and concerns
	· Question a panel of veteran teachers


ASSESSMENT (student performance):  Students will be assessed on the accuracy of their turnover graphs and the effectiveness of their problem-solving and interviewing techniques.

FIELD EXPERIENCE CONNECTING ACTIVITY: Cadets will share their concerns about the teacher shortage with their field students and, hopefully, encourage youngsters to think about careers in education.
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