Unit #7:  Instructional Performance Skills

Simulation Techniques

	The use of Simulation Techniques allows students to apply the knowledge attained in the classroom setting to a simulated, real-world application.  Simulations should be engaging and with a high level of hands-on activity.  The best simulations reach outside of the classroom.  This “reach” increases students’ level of engagement due to their increased anxiety about their “performance”.  This is the type of learning that makes lasting memories for students and reinforces the material in a way that greatly improves retention. 


Lesson Activities:

1. Simulations are usually based on themes.   What are the current themes (and related learning objectives) at your field site?

2. What are the most important elements of this theme and its related learning objectives?

3. What “real world” connection is there to this theme or set of objectives?  What simulation project could be created from this connection?

4. Describe the simulation you would utilize.  How will it be introduced?  How will you build in individual accountability?  What multiple intelligence strategies can be utilized?   What will the “performance” be?

	Homework:

· Write a one-paragraph description of a simulation / culminating activity that you completed in elementary school.


