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Notes on Use: Authorizes physicians and nurses who hold a license in good standing issued by another state or who have an unrestricted inactive Colorado license to practice under the supervision of a Colorado licensed physician or nurse to meet the current emergency epidemic.

EXECUTIVE ORDER 4.0

Concerning the Suspension of Physician and Nurse Licensure Statutes to Response to the Current Disaster Emergency

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Office of the Governor of the State of Colorado, and pursuant to relevant portions of the Colorado Disaster Emergency Act, § 24-32-2100 et seq., C.R.S. (2001), I, Bill Owens, Governor of the State of Colorado, issue this Executive Order as follows:

1.
Background and Need
On _____________, 200__, acting pursuant to § 24-32-2104(8), the Governor's Expert Emergency Epidemic Response Committee ("Committee") determined that an emergency epidemic exists in the State of Colorado [or name county]. I issued Executive Order _____, dated _____________, 200__, declaring the existence of a Disaster Emergency, pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-32-2104, in the State of Colorado and activating the State Emergency Operations Plan.

Acting in accordance with C.R.S. § 24-32-2104(8)(d), and the State Emergency Function (SEF) #8 provisions of the State Emergency Plan, the Committee has found that:

A.  An emergency epidemic exists infecting or exposing a great number of people to disease, agents or toxins;

B.  There is a shortage of physicians and nurses licensed to practice in Colorado to treat the number of infected or exposed;

C.  Physicians and nurses who are licensed in another state or who have inactive Colorado licenses are available and willing to treat infected or exposed people;

D.  Use of all physicians and nurses, including those without a Colorado license, is necessary to combat the current epidemic.

Therefore, pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-32-2104(8)(e), the Committee has advised me that suspending physician and nurse practice statutes to enable more physicians and nurses to treat exposed and infected persons is a reasonable and appropriate measure to reduce or prevent the spread of the disease, agent or toxin and to protect the public health.

In non-emergency circumstances, a person practicing medicine must possess a license to practice in Colorado issued by the Board of Medical Examiners. C.R.S. § 12​36-106(2). However, a Colorado license is not required for the "gratuitous rendering of services in cases of emergency." C.R.S. § 12-36-106(3)(a). In general, a person may not practice as a practical or professional nurse unless licensed in Colorado by the Board of Nursing. C.R.S. § 12-38-123(1)(a). Nursing assistance in the case of an emergency is not prohibited. C.R.S. § 12-38-125(1)(c).

During the continuance of any state of disaster, the Governor is authorized by C.R.S. § 24-32-2104(7)(a) to suspend the provisions of any regulatory statute or the regulations of any state agency if strict compliance with the provisions of the statute or regulation would in any way "prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with the emergency."

C.R.S. § 24-32-2111.5 (2) requires that the "conduct and management of the affairs and property of each physician [and] health care provider... shall be such that they will reasonably assist and not unreasonably detract from the ability of the state and the public to successfully control emergency epidemics that are declared a disaster emergency."

2.
Mission and Scope


This Executive Order orders the following:

A.  The provisions of the Medical Practice Act and the Nurse Practice Act that require Colorado licensure to practice medicine or nursing are hereby suspended for those physicians and nurses in compliance with paragraph B below.

B.  Physicians and nurses who can demonstrate that they hold an unrestricted license in good standing issued by another state, or whose license in Colorado is inactive and, unrestricted, are authorized to practice medicine or nursing in Colorado for the purposes of combating the current epidemic so long as the unlicensed physician or nurse:

1) practices under the supervision of an identified Colorado licensed physician or nurse;

2) provides care only relating to the current epidemic as directed by the supervising physician or nurse; and

3) volunteers and provides services without charge to the State of Colorado or any patient or victim.

C.  As provided in C.R.S. § 24-32-2111.5(2), health care providers that comply in good faith with the terms and directives of this executive order shall be immune from civil or criminal liability for any action taken to comply with this executive order. This immunity also applies to the supervisory activities provided by a physician or nurse under paragraph 2 B. of this Order.

3. 
Duration
This Executive Order shall expire thirty (30) days from the date of its signature, unless rescinded or extended by Executive Order.

Given under my hand and The Executive Seal of the State of Colorado, this ____ day of ____________, 200__.

Bill Owens,

Governor

1

