
WIRED GRANT FAQs
Q.
What is a WIRED Grant?
A.
The WIRED (Workforce Innovation in Regional Economic Development) initiative is a federal program designed to encourage regional collaboration among public and private entities to develop a more highly skilled workforce in order to attract of economic development and jobs in the region.  More information on the WIRED grants is available on the US Department of Labor’s website (http://www.doleta.gov/usworkforce/whatsnew/eta_default.cfm?id=1347)
Q.
What is the purpose of these grants?

A.
Governors of each state were asked to submit up to three proposals with the requirement that the proposals include strong regional support and participation from public and private partners, and that they demonstrate how the region would undergo significant economic transformation as a result of the efforts to be undertaken.

Q.
What does it mean to Michigan?
A.
Michigan was the only state in the nation to have two of its proposals included in the 13 WIRED grants approved by the US Department of Labor.  The Mid-Michigan Innovation Alliance and the West Michigan Workforce Innovation Lab will each be awarded a total of $15 million over a three year period ($5 million/year).
Q.
Is my community included?

A.
The Mid-Michigan region includes Genesee, Shiawassee, Livingston, Saginaw, Bay, Midland, Tuscola, Huron, Sanilac, Lapeer, Eaton, Ingham, and Clinton counties.  
The West Michigan region includes Kent, Allegan, Ottawa, Muskegon, Newaygo, Barry and Ionia counties. 
Q.
What will the WIRED grants do?

A.
Each region’s proposal contained specific objectives related to workforce and economic development.


For a description of the Mid-Michigan Innovation Alliance’s proposal, click here: http://www.michigan.gov/documents/MMIA_-_WIRED_Abstract_152429_7.pdf

For more information on the West Michigan proposal, click here http://www.michigan.gov/documents/WMSA_-_WIRED_Abstract_152433_7.pdf or visit the West Michigan Strategic Alliance website:  http://www.wm-alliance.org/Brix?pageID=57
Recent News coverage of the Michigan WIRED Grants:

http://www.msutoday.msu.edu/research/index.php3?article=10Feb2006-5
http://www.lsj.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060223/NEWS01/602230339/1150
Q.
Is funding available to individuals or local communities through this grant?

A.
The partners in each region developed a very specific plan which included budgeting for the initiatives in their proposal.  Funding will be allocated for those projects as they are undertaken.  Although there might be opportunities available to subcontract the planned activities, no direct funding of projects outside the USDOL-approved proposals will be awarded.
The purpose of this funding was to encourage regional collaboration.  Communities located within the WIRED regions are encouraged to work with the conveners of each region in order to benefit from the WIRED activities.

Q.
Who will lead activities in each of the regions?

A.
Although WIRED activities will be a collaborative effort among many regional stakeholders, each WIRED proposal is overseen by a “convener.”  In Mid-Michigan, the CS Mott Foundation will coordinate the regional efforts.  In West Michigan, the West Michigan Strategic Alliance will serve as the convener.  
Q.
Who should I contact for more information?

A.

For information on the state’s role in the WIRED grants, please contact the Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Growth, Bureau of Workforce Programs – 517-335-5858

For information on the Mid-Michigan Innovation Alliance, contact:  Dr. Paul Hunt, Associate Vice President for Research and Graduate

studies, Michigan State University, 517-432-4562


For information on the West Michigan Workforce Innovation Lab, contact: Mr. Greg Northrup, Acting President, West Michigan Strategic Alliance, P.O Box 68046, Grand Rapids, MI 49504.  Phone: 616-356-6060

Q.
When will I see results of this work?

A.
Each regional proposal included a timeline for achieving its objectives.  Check back for updates on the status of the WIRED projects.


