What Law Enforcement Can Do To Support The Mobilization

With the Michigan safety belt use rate at 90.5 percent, more people than ever are buckling up.  But because a crash occurs in the state every minute and 21 seconds, getting more people to wear their safety belts will help prevent death and serious injury.  By taking part in the mobilization, you are working to prevent the single largest cause of death for persons ages 3 to 33.
According to 2003 Michigan crash data, occupants in crashes were 40 times more likely to be killed if they were not wearing their safety belts.  Drivers know they should wear a safety belt, but many still choose not to buckle up.
Highly visible traffic enforcement can save some of these lives.  We know that many people will take more effort to avoid a ticket than to protect themselves.  Anything that makes the enforcement effort more visible, such as seeing several agencies out on patrol, enhances awareness.  The media can multiply your effectiveness by bringing the message to thousands of people.
Another way to spread the word is through Safe Community coalitions and high schools.  High schools hold our state’s new and future drivers, the ones most likely to die in a crash and who need help forming good driving habits.

What you can do:

· Conduct highly visible safety belt enforcement with other agencies

· Issue a news release to local newspaper, radio, and television 

· Send a letter to the editor

· Make an announcement at your city council, town hall, or other community meeting

· Hang a banner that is visible to traffic

· Display the campaign slogan at fairs, festivals, and public events where your agency has a presence

· Get involved with your local Safe Community (you can find a resource list at www.michigan.gov/ohsp. Click on “Other Safety Programs.”)
· Talk with your schools and students about traffic safety

· Put up posters 

· Pass out flyers with a safety belt message 
· Include a traffic safety article in newsletters or employee communications

· Utilize a business or school marquee to remind the community to buckle up 
· Place Click It or Ticket static clings in bank and fast food drive through windows 
· Organize a child safety seat inspection

· Put up a Click It or Ticket parking lot sign 
· Affix Click It or Ticket bumper stickers to government or fleet vehicles
· Utilize a safety belt or rollover convincer at a fair or other community event
For a complete list of materials available to help promote summer traffic safety, visit the OHSP website at www.michigan.gov/ohsp.  Information for convincers is located at:  http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Convincer-RolloverAvailability_65149_7.pdf 


