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Make a Difference Day 2005

Saturday, October 22
Make A Difference Day, a national day of service, was created in 1992 by USA Weekend magazine in partnership with The Points of Light Foundation as a unique program to challenge and reward volunteers. It is the nation's largest day of volunteering with millions participating annually. Americans of all ages and walks of life take action to help others on the fourth Saturday in October to make a difference in their communities.  Join millions across the nation on this national day of volunteering, the 15th annual Make A Difference Day.

For more information and Make a Difference Day resources, visit http://www.usaweekend.com/diffday/aboutmadd.html.
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NEW GUIDEBOOK TO AID NATIONAL SERVICE PROGRAM PUBLICITY EFFORTS

Getting positive press coverage for a volunteer program can be an uphill struggle but the payback is worth the effort, according to a panel of media experts at the National Conference on Volunteering and Service. 

The Corporation for National and Community Service recently released a new publication designed to assist grantees in their media outreach efforts. The 36-page book, Sharing Your Service Story: A Guide to Working with the Media, has pointers on conducting media outreach specifically geared to national service and volunteer programs. 

The Corporation’s new media guidebook has a wealth of general information on dealing with the media, such as developing a media plan and putting together a good press list. It also focuses specifically on issues that nonprofit organizations and volunteer coordinators often experience, such as publicizing grant announcements, service events, volunteer recruitment drives, and the benefits of volunteering. 

Recognizing that nonprofit groups often don’t have the budgets or time to seek out publicity for their efforts, the guidebook includes practical tips on writing news releases; sample media advisories, public service announcements, and a list of media resources available from the CNCS. It also features vignettes detailing how national service programs have achieved their public relations goals. 

For more information or to download a copy of the guidebook, visit:

www.cns.gov/about/media_kit/index.asp. 

The Workbench’s

To see Michigan’s complete 2005 National Service Calendar, visit

www.michigan.gov/mcsc
OCTOBER 2005

7
U.P. Nonprofit Conference: Today's Challenges - Practical Approaches, Marquette (Michigan 

Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-7075, www.mnaonline.org) 

18-19
Preparing Successful Grant Proposals, Dearborn, MI (Michigan Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-

7075, www.mnaonline.org) 

20-21
Team Up!  Making National Service Work in Michigan, Lansing, MI (Tara Gilman, (517) 241-2553, 

gilmant@michigan.gov)

22
Make A Difference Day (www.makeadifferenceday.com)
26
Assessing the Health of Your Nonprofit Organization, 9:00am-12:00pm, Lansing, MI (Michigan 

Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-7075, www.mnaonline.org)
27
The Nonprofit Organization Mirror: Using Teamwork Strategies for Organizational Change, Lansing, 

MI, 9:00am-12:00pm (Michigan Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-7075, www.mnaonline.org) 

NOVEMBER 2005

3
Federal Funding Face to Face, 9:00am-1:30pm, Detroit, MI (Michigan Nonprofit Association, (888) 

242-7075, www.mnaonline.org)
7-10
Pre Service Orientation and New VISTA Supervisor Training, Chicago, IL (CNCS, Louise Thornton, 

313-226-7848)

7-13
2005 World Kindness Week (www.actsofkindness.org)

9
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Celebration, 8:00am-4:00pm, Detroit, MI (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

9
Principles and Practices for Nonprofit Excellence, 9:00am-12:00pm, Lansing, MI (Michigan 

Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-7075, www.mnaonline.org)
9-10
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Meeting, Detroit, MI (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)
9-10
Building the Annual Fund from Indiana University Fund Raising School, Dearborn, MI (Michigan 

Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-7075, www.mnaonline.org)
11
Veterans Day

13-15
2005 Fifth Annual International K-H Conference on Service-Learning Research, East Lansing, MI 

(http://outreach.msu.edu/slConference)

15
Low Cost Ways to Market Your Nonprofit, Lansing, MI (Michigan Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-

7075, www.mnaonline.org)
15
Fall Conference on Planned Giving, East Lansing (Michigan Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-

7075, www.mnaonline.org) 

16
Finally! Getting Governance Right, 9:00am-12:00pm, Lansing, MI (Michigan Nonprofit Association, 

(888) 242-7075, www.mnaonline.org)
17
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Conference Call, 10:00am (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

17
Facility Projects: Funding and Financing Strategies, 9:00am-12:00pm, Lansing, MI (Michigan 

Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-7075, www.mnaonline.org)
19
National Family Volunteer Day (www.pointsoflight.org/organizations/nfvd.cfm)

DECEMBER 2005

15
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Conference Call, 10:00am (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

*If you or your agency would like information about upcoming events included our three-month National Service planner, please contact Megan Sargent at sargentm1@michigan.gov or (517) 241-3494.
� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���





               The Michigan Community Service Commission’s 


    The Workbench – October 2005


		     Giving you the tools you need to build your program successfully.











�





Participate in “Lights On Afterschool” Initiative





On October 20, 2005, more than 7,500 communities and 1 million Americans will rally for after-school programs by participating in the 6th annual Lights On Afterschool. This nationwide event calls attention to the importance of after-school programs and the resources required to keep the lights on and the doors open to support these worthwhile efforts.


�Lights On Afterschool is a project of the Afterschool Alliance, a nonprofit organization dedicated to ensuring that all children have access to after-school programs by 2010. To learn more about Lights On Afterschool, register an event, access Event Planning Tools, or find out what is going on in your area visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/lights_on/index.cfm" ��www.afterschoolalliance.org/lights_on/index.cfm�. Programs that register an event will receive 10 free posters, helpful tips & emails, and their events will be promoted to media and the public.








DISASTER PREPAREDNESS & SERVICE-LEARNING TOOLS AVAILABLE





The Institute for Global Education and Service Learning is gathering information to create a "Best Practices for Service-Learning and Disaster Preparedness" document that will be available online later this fall. In the meantime, educators interested in connecting disaster preparedness to the curriculum can find curriculum webs for disaster kits, a health and safety fair, & a bio-attack drill at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.igesl.org/html/homeland_security_programs.html" ��www.igesl.org/html/homeland_security_programs.html�. 





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, 


activities, and materials.  Please call (517) 335-4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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