[image: image1.wmf] 

[image: image2.wmf] 


[image: image3.wmf] 


National Family Volunteer Day

Saturday, November 19, 2005

Join the family volunteering movement by participating in the annual National Family Volunteer Day, the Saturday before Thanksgiving.
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The Points of Light Foundation and the Volunteer Center National Network call families across America to work together in volunteer service to strengthen their families, their communities, local businesses, and nonprofits.

Volunteering together as a family opens the lines of communication, teaches positive values to children, and provides quality family time, while simultaneously allowing families to make significant contributions to their communities. 

For more information, e-mail FamilyVolunteering@PointsofLight.org or call 1-800-750-7653, x8176. 
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NEW PUBLICATION ADVOCATES SERVICE

 AS A STRATEGY FOR VULNERABLE YOUTH

Published by Innovations in Civic Participation, “Pathways to a New Future” illustrates how service and Conservation Corps successfully engage at-risk youth in service projects that are addressing critical needs in the community while providing Corps members with education, life skills development, and career preparation. In addition to describing some of the lessons learned from working closely with four Corps to improve post-program transition services, this report provides specific recommendations for policymakers, practitioners, and funders, including ideas for establishing intentional pathways from Corps to higher education and productive careers. For more information, please go to: 

http://www.icicp.org/index.php?tg=entry&idx=more&article=431&idg=2
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The Corporation for National and Community Service Awards $4 Million For Disaster Relief in the Gulf Coast 

The Corporation for National and Community Service announced the availability of approximately $4 million in Challenge Grants to assist in disaster relief and recovery efforts following the hurricanes in the Gulf Coast region. Grants will be awarded to nonprofit organizations that engage volunteers in these activities. 

Applicants must include strategies that engage baby boomers (individuals born between 1946 and 1964) in service designed to meet the community needs. The Challenge Grant program also requires applicants to provide at least $2 in private funds to match every federal dollar awarded. The Corporation anticipates making up to eight Challenge Grants this year, with a minimum grant of $500,000 and a maximum of $1 million. 

The deadline for applications is November 8th. Click here for a detailed description on the funding opportunity. For further information, contact Marci Hunn at (202) 606-7507, or ChallengeGrants@cns.gov.  

The Workbench’s

To see Michigan’s complete 2005 National Service Calendar, visit

www.michigan.gov/mcsc
NOVEMBER 2005

3
Federal Funding Face to Face, 9:00am-1:30pm, Detroit, MI (Michigan Nonprofit Association, (888) 

242-7075, www.mnaonline.org)
7-10
Pre Service Orientation and New VISTA Supervisor Training, Chicago, IL (CNCS, Louise Thornton, 

313-226-7848)

7-13
2005 World Kindness Week (www.actsofkindness.org)

9
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Celebration, 10:00am-4:00pm, Detroit, MI (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

9
Principles and Practices for Nonprofit Excellence, 9:00am-12:00pm, Lansing, MI (Michigan 

Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-7075, www.mnaonline.org)
9-10
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Meeting, Detroit, MI (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)
9-10
Building the Annual Fund from Indiana University Fund Raising School, Dearborn, MI (Michigan 

Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-7075, www.mnaonline.org)
11
Veterans Day

13-15
2005 Fifth Annual International K-H Conference on Service-Learning Research, East Lansing, MI 

(http://outreach.msu.edu/slConference)

15
Low Cost Ways to Market Your Nonprofit, Lansing, MI (Michigan Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-

7075, www.mnaonline.org)
15
Fall Conference on Planned Giving, East Lansing (Michigan Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-

7075, www.mnaonline.org) 

16
Finally! Getting Governance Right, 9:00am-12:00pm, Lansing, MI (Michigan Nonprofit Association, 

(888) 242-7075, www.mnaonline.org)
17
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Conference Call, 10:00am (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

17
Facility Projects: Funding and Financing Strategies, 9:00am-12:00pm, Lansing, MI (Michigan 

Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-7075, www.mnaonline.org)
19
National Family Volunteer Day (www.pointsoflight.org/organizations/nfvd.cfm)

DECEMBER 2005

6
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Conference Call, 1:00pm (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, 

metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)
8-10
National Conference on Disability Inclusion & National Service, Alexandria, VA (National Service 

Inclusion Project, www.serviceandinclusion.org)

15
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Conference Call, 10:00am (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

JANUARY 2006

*January is National Mentoring Month (www.whomentoredyou.org) 

16 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day / MLK Day of Service (www.mlkday.org)

19
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 10:00am-4:00pm, MCSC (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

26-27
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Retreat, Location TBD (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)
*Mark your calendar for the Michigan Nonprofit SuperConference, May 2-3, 2006 at the Novi Hilton*

*If you or your agency would like information about upcoming events included our three-month National Service planner, please contact Megan Sargent at sargentm1@michigan.gov or (517) 241-3494.
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               The Michigan Community Service Commission’s 


    The Workbench – November 2005


		     Giving you the tools you need to build your program successfully.
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BEGIN PLANNING NOW…





Martin Luther King Jr. 


Day of Service


“A day ON, not a day OFF.”





On January 16, 2006, Americans across the country will celebrate the life & work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by participating in service projects in their communities. 





For more information, including a toolkit and marketing materials, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.mlkday.org" ��www.mlkday.org�. 








 YOUTH LEADERS FOR LITERACY GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR YOUTH





Youth Leaders for Literacy is an initiative of the National Education Association (NEA) and Youth Service America (YSA) to help youth direct their enthusiasm and creativity into reading-related service projects. The NEA will award 20 grants of $500 each to student-led initiatives.  





Grant applications should propose youth leadership in developing and implementing a literacy project that begins on NEA's Read Across America Day, March 2, 2006 and culminates on National & Global Youth Service Day, April 21-23, 2006. Applicants must include a scheduled activity (read aloud session, trip to the library, book-making, etc.) each week of the project period as part of the proposed service project. Applicants ages 21 and younger are eligible to apply as individuals or as groups. Grant applications must be postmarked by November 21, 2005.  For more information or to download an application, please visit: www.nea.org/readacross/volunteer/youthleaders.html.








The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, 


activities, and materials.  Please call (517) 335-4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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