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SENATE CONFIRMS NINE MEMBERS 

TO SERVE ON NATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY BOARD
The Senate recently confirmed the appointment of nine members to serve on the board of directors of the Corporation for National and Community Service. Three of the nine are new members, while the remaining six have served previously on the board for varying lengths of time. The board sets policies and direction for the Corporation and its programs – Senior Corps, AmeriCorps, and Learn and Serve America.  Members who serve on the bipartisan board of directors are appointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate.

Visit www.nationalservice.org for more information about the new Board members.



MLK Day of Service Grants

"A Day ON, Not A Day Off!"
For nine years, individuals, families, and groups have joined in service projects on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in communities & neighborhoods across the country.  This year the MLK Day of Service is expected to grow even larger. On January 17, 2005, hundreds of thousands of Americans across the country will remember Dr. King and honor his memory by serving others and making the holiday “A Day ON! Not a Day Off.”

The Points of Light Foundation, through the support of the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS), is pleased to offer MLK Day Service Grants in an effort to continue the legacy of service on January 17th.  The Foundation will distribute grants of $2,500, $5,000, or $10,000 to Government agencies, Nonprofits, Schools, National Service Programs, and other organizations.

Applications will be accepted on a rolling deadline of December 6, 13, & 20.  Visit www.pointsoflight.org for more information and an application.
The Workbench’s

To see Michigan’s complete 2004-2005 National Service Calendar, visit

www.michigan.gov/mcsc
DECEMBER 2004

1-2 Preparing for Successful Grant Proposals, Livonia (Michigan Nonprofit Association, Mike Corbin, 1-888-242-7075 ext. 2412, mcorbin@mnaonline.org, www.mnaonline.org) 

1-3 Supervisory Skills Training for National Service Supervisors, Gaylord, MI (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

7
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 1:00pm (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

16
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Conference Call, 10:00am (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

JANUARY 2005

*January is National Mentoring Month – www.mentoring.org
1
Happy New Year!

17
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service (www.mlkday.org)

20
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 10:00am – 4:00pm, MCSC, Lansing (Michelle 

Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov
25
Thank Your Mentor Day (www.WhoMentoredYou.org) 

27-28
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Retreat, Gaylord, MI (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, 

metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

FEBRUARY 2005

8 Voices for AmeriCorps II and the 2nd annual Friends of National Service Reception, Washington, DC

8-11 AmeriCorps*VISTA Pre-Service Orientation and New Supervisor training, Chicago, IL (CNCS, Kevin 

Murphy, kmurphy@cns.gov)
14-20
Random Acts of Kindness Week (www.actsofkindness.org)
17
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 10:00am – 4:00pm, MCSC, Lansing (Michelle 

Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

17-18 Service Learning Institute "Deepening the Commitment to Student Engagement through Quality Teaching", Adrian College (Michigan Campus Compact, www.micampuscompact.org)

21
President’s Day
22
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 1:00pm (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

**Mark your calendar for the Michigan Nonprofit SuperConference,

June 13, 14, and 15, 2005 at the Hyatt Regency – Dearborn**
*If you or your agency would like information about upcoming events included our three-month National Service planner, please contact Megan Sargent at sargentm1@michigan.gov or (517) 241-3494.
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               The Michigan Community Service Commission’s 


    The Workbench – DECEMBER 2004


		     Giving you the tools you need to build your program successfully.








NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH – JANUARY 2005


Gearing up to Spotlight the Importance of Mentoring





Now in its fourth year, National Mentoring Month focuses national attention on the need for mentors, as well as how each of us – individuals, businesses, government agencies, schools, faith communities and nonprofits – can work together to increase the number of mentors and assure brighter futures for our young people. 





National Mentoring Month celebrates mentoring and the positive effect it can have on young lives. Its goals are to: 





Raise awareness of mentoring in its various forms; 


Recruit individuals to mentor, especially in programs that have a waiting list of young people; and 


Promote the rapid growth of mentoring by recruiting organizations to engage their constituents in mentoring. 





Throughout National Mentoring Month, people and organizations across the country will celebrate how mentoring makes a positive and powerful impact in the lives of both the mentors and mentees.  January 25th will also mark the second annual � HYPERLINK "http://www.mentoring.org/mentoring_month/pdf/nmm2005_orlse.pdf" �Thank Your Mentor Day�, which gives both current and former mentees the opportunity to honor their mentors. For more information on Thank Your Mentor Day, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.WhoMentoredYou.org" ��www.WhoMentoredYou.org�.





*********************************************************************


THE MENTOR MICHIGAN COMMUNICATIONS TOOL KIT





The Mentor Michigan Communications Tool Kit contains resources and ideas that will help local mentoring programs promote their activities, thank their mentors, and recruit new mentors.  To obtain a communications tool kit, visit:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mentormichigan" ��www.michigan.gov/mentormichigan�








The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, 


activities, and materials.  Please call (517) 335-4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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SEASON’S GREETINGS


FROM THE MCSC!








DISNEYHAND MINNIE GRANTS





Disney and Youth Service America have formed a partnership to offer “DisneyHand Minnie Grants” for youth of all ages to get involved in service in their communities.  Grants of $500 each are available to engage young people between the ages of 5 and 14 to plan and carry out service projects for National and Global Youth Service Day 2005. Projects that involve children and youth working with adults like parents, coaches, teachers, youth leaders etc. are encouraged.  Deadline is December 20, 2004.  For more information, visit:





www.ysa.org/awards/award_grant.cfm
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