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The Community Guide To Helping America’s Youth

On October 27, Mrs. Laura Bush convened the White House Conference on Helping America's Youth at Howard University in Washington, DC.  During this conference, The Community Guide To Helping America’s Youth was made available.  This web-based guide reflects the most up-to-date research on youth development and effective programs. To learn more the tool kit, and Mrs. Bush's Helping America's Youth Initiative, visit www.helpingamericasyouth.gov.
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Friends of National Service Reception

February 7, 2006

The 3rd annual Friends of National Service Reception, co-hosted by the National Association of Service and Conservation Corps (NASCC), will be held at the James Madison Library of Congress on Tuesday, February 7, from 6:00-8:00pm. Past honorees have included President George W. Bush and distinguished public servants from the House and Senate who have used their "voice" and influence to help national service programs remain strong and continue to grow. Events like the Friends of National Service Reception are valuable opportunities to publicly thank national service champions and solidify support for national service. 


www.voicesforservice.org
Voices for AmeriCorps

February 8, 2006

The 3rd annual Voices for AmeriCorps will be held on Capitol Hill on Wednesday, February 8, 2006 from 10:00am-4:00pm. Voices for AmeriCorps brings hundreds of citizens from across the nation to Washington to tell stories of lives touched & communities transformed by AmeriCorps members. This year, Voices for AmeriCorps will focus on the ways in which AmeriCorps programs have responded to the call for relief assistance in the Gulf Coast region, partnering with federal, state and local teams to provide immediate and long-term solutions. AmeriCorps alumni, Members of Congress, academic experts on national service policy and private sector leaders will offer testimony and will participate in panel discussions. 

The Workbench’s

To see Michigan’s complete 2005 National Service Calendar, visit

www.michigan.gov/mcsc
DECEMBER 2005

6
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 1:00pm (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)
8 Principles and Practices for Nonprofit Excellence, 1:00-4:00pm, Warren, MI (Michigan Nonprofit 

Association, (586) 294-8449, info@mentorcollaboration.org, www.mentorcollaboration.org)
8-10
National Conference on Disability Inclusion & National Service, Alexandria, VA (National Service 

Inclusion Project, www.serviceandinclusion.org)

15
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Conference Call, 10:00am (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

JANUARY 2006

*January is National Mentoring Month (www.michigan.gov/mentormichigan, www.whomentoredyou.org) 

16 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day / MLK Day of Service (www.mlkday.org)

19
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 10:00am-4:00pm, MCSC (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

26-27
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Retreat, Location TBD (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)
FEBRUARY 2006

7 Friends of National Service Reception, 6:00-8:00pm, Washington DC (www.voicesforservice.org)

8
Voices for AmeriCorps, 10:00am-4:00pm, Washington, DC (www.voicesforservice.org)

16-17
Institute on Service-Learning, Flint, MI (Tara Gilman, (517) 241-2553, gilmant@michigan.gov)

20
Presidents Day
21
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 1:00pm (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)
23
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 10:00am-4:00pm, MCSC (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

*Mark your calendar for the Michigan Nonprofit SuperConference, 

May 2-3, 2006 at the Sheraton Detroit Novi *


*If you or your agency would like information about upcoming events included our three-month National Service planner, please contact Megan Sargent at sargentm1@michigan.gov or (517) 241-3494.
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               The Michigan Community Service Commission’s 


    The Workbench – December 2005


		     Giving you the tools you need to build your program successfully.





Martin Luther King Jr. 


Day of Service

















“A day ON, not a day OFF.”





On January 16, 2006, Americans across the country will celebrate the life & work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Hundreds of thousands of Americans will remember and memorialize Dr. King by participating in service projects in their communities. Together, they will honor King’s legacy of tolerance, peace, and equality by meeting community needs and making the holiday “A day ON, not a day OFF.” 





For more information, including a toolkit and marketing materials, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.mlkday.org" ��www.mlkday.org�. 








NEW ONLINE RESOURCE TO IDENTIFY 


FEDERAL GRANT OPPORTUNITIES





USDA's Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives is offering a new valuable resource, "Federal Funds for Organizations That Help Those in Need."  The online grants catalog will help to find Federal grant opportunities suitable for faith-based and community organizations. To view the list of more than 150 programs, please go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.whitehouse.gov/government/fbci/grants-catalog-index.html" ��http://www.whitehouse.gov/government/fbci/grants-catalog-index.html�.





Contact information is provided with each grant opportunity, which is the best place to learn about the application process and other details about the program. For assistance with the state-administered program opportunities of USDA's Food and Nutrition Service, there is also contact information for funding opportunities by state. To search by state for domestic food and nutrition program opportunities, visit: www.usda.gov/fbci/fnsstateprograms_fbci.html. For more information, please send an email to: fbci@usda.gov.











HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!








MICHIGAN MENTORING MONTH TOOLKIT





January is National Mentoring Month and Michigan is planning a statewide celebration!  National Mentoring Month is designed to generate a concentrated burst of national, statewide, and local media activity.  Combine this with community-based activities and you have the recipe to successfully recruit new mentors.  





The Mentor Michigan Tool Kit contains resources and ideas that will help local mentoring programs promote their activities, thank their mentors, and recruit new mentors.  For more information on Mentor Michigan or to access the Tool Kit, visit:


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mentormichigan" ��www.michigan.gov/mentormichigan�








The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, 


activities, and materials.  Please call (517) 335-4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.








�





�





�





�





�








_1151833783.bin

