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NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH – JANUARY 2005
Throughout National Mentoring Month, people and organizations across the country will celebrate how mentoring makes a positive and powerful impact in the lives of both the mentors and mentees.  January 25th will mark the second annual Thank Your Mentor Day, which gives both current and former mentees the opportunity to honor their mentors. For more information on Thank Your Mentor Day, visit www.WhoMentoredYou.org.

The Mentor Michigan Communications Tool Kit contains resources and ideas that will help local mentoring programs promote their activities, thank their mentors, and recruit new mentors.  To obtain a communications tool kit, visit: www.michigan.gov/mentormichigan.


New Fire Corps 

Program Launched

Fire Corps, a new program to support fire departments by encouraging citizen advocates to serve in non-emergency roles, was launched at a White House event on Thursday, December 9, 2004. 

Coordinated nationally by the National Volunteer Fire Council, Fire Corps is a Program Partner of Citizen Corps, President George W. Bush’s grass-roots effort to actively involve everyone in making communities across America safer, stronger, and better prepared for emergencies of all kinds. Citizen Corps is a vital component of USA Freedom Corps, the President’s effort to encourage volunteer service and promote a culture of service, citizenship, and responsibility. 

Through its partnerships with fire service organizations and local Citizen Corps Councils across the country, Fire Corps will actively involve citizens in public education, training, and volunteer efforts focused on fire prevention and safety.  

To learn more about Fire Corps, please visit www.firecorps.org.  For more information on Citizen Corps, visit www.citizencorps.gov. 
The Workbench’s

To see Michigan’s complete 2004-2005 National Service Calendar, visit

www.michigan.gov/mcsc
JANUARY 2005

*January is National Mentoring Month – www.mentoring.org
1
Happy New Year!

17
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service (www.mlkday.org)

20
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 10:00am – 4:00pm, MCSC, Lansing (Michelle 

Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

25
Thank Your Mentor Day (www.WhoMentoredYou.org) 

26-28
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Retreat, Roscommon, MI (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

FEBRUARY 2005

8 Voices for AmeriCorps II and the 2nd annual Friends of National Service Reception, Washington, DC

8-11 AmeriCorps*VISTA Pre-Service Orientation and New Supervisor training, Chicago, IL (CNCS, Kevin 

Murphy, kmurphy@cns.gov)
14-20
Random Acts of Kindness Week (www.actsofkindness.org)
17 Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 9:00am–3:00pm, Lansing (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

18 2005 Governor’s Service Award nominations due to the Michigan Community Service Commission 

(Kathie Vasilion, (517) 373-4200, vasilionk@michigan.gov, www.michigan.gov/mcsc)
17-18 Service Learning Institute "Deepening the Commitment to Student Engagement through Quality Teaching", Adrian College (Michigan Campus Compact, www.micampuscompact.org)

21
President’s Day
22
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 1:00pm (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

MARCH 2005

10-11 Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, Location TBD (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 

241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

16-19 National Service Learning Conference, Long Beach, CA, (www.nylc.org)

22
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 1:00pm (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

31
Cesar Chavez Day of Service
**Mark your calendar for the Michigan Nonprofit SuperConference,

June 13, 14, and 15, 2005 at the Hyatt Regency – Dearborn**
*If you or your agency would like information about upcoming events included our three-month National Service planner, please contact Megan Sargent at sargentm1@michigan.gov or (517) 241-3494.
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Long-Term Study Reveals �Positive Impacts of AmeriCorps Service





Serving in AmeriCorps has positive effects on members’ civic engagement, according to a five-year study that was released on December 14, 2004.





“Serving Country and Community: A Longitudinal Study of Service in AmeriCorps,” has been underway since 1998, includes a nationally representative sample of more than 2,000 AmeriCorps members, and compares changes in the outcomes over time to those of similarly interested individuals not enrolled in AmeriCorps. An executive summary, fact sheet and the full report are available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalservice.org" �www.nationalservice.org�.





Specific findings of the study include:


The findings reflect only the initial stages of a long-term longitudinal study, but they demonstrate a powerful positive impact on members’ attitudes and behaviors in areas of civic engagement, education, employment and life skills.  


AmeriCorps participation resulted in statistically significant positive impacts on members’ connection to their community; knowledge about problems facing their community and participation in community based activities such as attending public meetings and writing to newspapers.  


Participation has a significant effect on AmeriCorps*State and National members who did not volunteer prior to enrolling, reflecting the capacity of AmeriCorps to strengthen civic attitudes and behaviors.  


Former AmeriCorps members were significantly more likely than the comparison group to enter careers in public service such as teaching, public safety, social work and full time military service. 





More than 380,000 men and women have served in AmeriCorps since the program’s inception ten years ago. For more information, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalservice.org" �www.nationalservice.org�.














The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, 


activities, and materials.  Please call (517) 335-4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR











Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Day of Service


Monday, January 17





Sponsored by the Corporation for National and Community Service, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service is celebrated annually on the third Monday in January.  Citizens are encouraged to honor the slain civil rights leader by helping to meet community needs.  For more information, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.mlkday.org" ��www.mlkday.org�.
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