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Random Acts of Kindess Week

February 14-20, 2005
RAK Week is designed to give those who are not currently aware of Random Acts of Kindness a chance to experience the joy of passing along kindness. The week’s purpose is to raise awareness about kindness and to invite people to give and receive kindness daily.

RAK Week celebrations vary widely. An individual may celebrate kindness by performing anonymous kind acts all week long. An educator may lead a discussion about kindness and involve students in a brief kindness activity.  Some celebrations are community-based while others are school-based - the choice is up to you!  For hundreds of ideas, consult the Education and Community sections at www.actsofkindness.org.

 

VOICES FOR AMERICORPS' EVENT TO BE HELD IN DC

ON FEBRUARY 8, 2005

www.saveamericorps.org
Join the Save AmeriCorps Coalition as it highlights the importance of educating leaders about the impact of national service on our communities.  The Voices For AmeriCorps' event will take place from 8:00am–6:00pm on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC on Tuesday, February 8.  

In the tradition of the 2003 event, the Save AmeriCorps Coalition will host 10 hours of national service testimony, highlighting programs' effectiveness in addressing critical domestic needs.  

Offer your support in one or more of the following ways: nominate yourself or someone you know as a speaker; be a member of the audience; list your organization as a supporter; invite your Member of Congress to participate.

Immediately following the event, there will be a Friends of National Service Awards Reception to honor Members of Congress, senior Administration officials, and other key supporters who have helped to sustain and strengthen national service in 2004. 

The Workbench’s

To see Michigan’s complete 2004-2005 National Service Calendar, visit

www.michigan.gov/mcsc
FEBRUARY 2005

8 Voices for AmeriCorps II and the 2nd annual Friends of National Service Reception, Washington, DC

8-11 AmeriCorps*VISTA Pre-Service Orientation and New Supervisor training, Chicago, IL (CNCS, Kevin 

Murphy, kmurphy@cns.gov)
14-20 Random Acts of Kindness Week (www.actsofkindness.org)
15
Building a Major Giving Program, 9:00am-12:00pm, Flint, MI (Resource Center, 810.232.6216,

www.rescen.org)

17
National Service Crosstream Training: Hidden Rules of Poverty, 9:15am-12:30pm, Lansing, MI 

(Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)
17 Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 9:15am–2:15pm, Lansing (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

17 MNA Local Learning Series: Buyer’s Guide for Technology, 9:00am-12:00pm, Michigan Nonprofit 

Association (www.mnaonline.org, (517) 492-2400, mcorbin@mnaonline.org)

17-18 Service Learning Institute "Deepening the Commitment to Student Engagement through Quality Teaching", Adrian College (Michigan Campus Compact, www.micampuscompact.org)

21
President’s Day
22
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 1:00pm (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

23 MNA Local Learning Series: Facility Projects: Are You Ready?, 9:00am-12:00pm, Michigan 

Nonprofit Association (www.mnaonline.org, (517) 492-2400, mcorbin@mnaonline.org)

MARCH 2005

5 AmeriCorps Alums Leadership Conference, Portland, OR (www.lifetimeofservice.org)

10-11
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, Location TBD (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 

241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

16-19 National Service Learning Conference, Long Beach, CA, (www.nylc.org)

18
2005 Governor’s Service Award nominations due to the Michigan Community Service Commission 

(Tara Gilman, (517) 241-2553, gilmant@michigan.gov, www.michigan.gov/mcsc)
22
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 1:00pm (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

31
Cesar Chavez Day of Service
APRIL 2005

15-17 National Youth Service Day (www.ysa.org/nysd)

17-23
National Volunteer Week (www.pointsoflight.org)

21
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 10:00am – 4:00pm, MCSC, Lansing (Michelle 

Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

22 Earth Day (www.earthday.org)

27-28 Learn and Serve Superintendents’ Retreat, Acme, MI (Tara Gilman, (517) 241-2553, gilmant@michigan.gov)

**Mark your calendar for the Michigan Nonprofit SuperConference,

June 13, 14, and 15, 2005 at the Hyatt Regency – Dearborn**
*If you or your agency would like information about upcoming events included our three-month National Service planner, please contact Megan Sargent at sargentm1@michigan.gov or (517) 241-3494.
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               The Michigan Community Service Commission’s 


    The Workbench – February 2005


		     Giving you the tools you need to build your program successfully.








The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, 


activities, and materials.  Please call (517) 335-4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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2005 Governors Service Awards





Volunteers demonstrate the power of giving and caring every day throughout Michigan.  Governor Jennifer Granholm and First Gentleman Daniel Mulhern invite you to nominate a volunteer hero or organization for the 2005 Governor’s Service Awards. 


 


Governor’s Service Awards nominees are selfless individuals and organizations who mentor and tutor children, serve the hungry and homeless, assist the elderly, care for our environment, and much more.  Look around you, look among your organization, co-workers, family members, and friends and nominate someone who exemplifies the spirit of volunteer service.  The nomination form can be found on the Michigan Community Service Commission web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mcsc" ��www.michigan.gov/mcsc�.  The nomination form must be postmarked by Friday, March 18, 2005.


 


For the first time this year, the Governor’s Service Awards will join with the Carter Partnership Awards to elevate and align statewide volunteer recognition.  Governor Granholm, First Gentleman Mulhern, and Former First Lady Rosalyn Carter will pay tribute to Michigan’s volunteers.  Five finalists in each award category will be honored at a dinner where the award winners will be announced.  The celebration will be held on Saturday, June 18, 2005 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Dearborn.





Governor’s Service Awards will be given in eight categories demonstrating the diverse nature of volunteers throughout our great state.  








NEW WEBSITE ENCOURAGES YOUTH TO VOLUNTEER


� HYPERLINK "http://www.usafreedomcorpskids.gov" ��www.usafreedomcorpskids.gov�





This website, launched by USA Freedom Corps, is designed to show elementary and middle school students how they can start making a difference by volunteering.  It includes resources, ideas, and information to help parents and teachers engage America's youth in their communities. 
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