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Supreme Court Lets Stand Appeals Court Ruling That AmeriCorps Members May Teach Secular Subjects in Religious Schools
Last month, the U.S. Supreme Court announced that it had decided not to review the March 2005 unanimous D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals ruling that the Establishment Clause permits AmeriCorps members to teach secular subjects in religious schools even if the members choose, on their own time, to teach religion. The appeals court also upheld the provision of $400 per member grants to religiously-affiliated grantees to partially defray the costs of administering the program.

Following is a statement by Stephen Goldsmith, Board Chair of the Corporation for National and Community Service: “This Supreme Court decision is a milestone for needy students and for the AmeriCorps members who serve them.  With this action, there is clear judicial support for continuing to allow AmeriCorps members to teach secular subjects in religious schools.   It also ensures that AmeriCorps members don’t lose their right to religious expression on their own time because they answer the call to serve their country.  With this case now behind us, we look forward to helping more of our neediest students benefit from the idealism and energy of AmeriCorps members, wherever they attend school.”

The opinion from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit is available at:

www.nationalservice.gov/pdf/05_0308_ajc.pdf.

The Workbench’s

To see Michigan’s complete 2006 National Service Calendar, visit

www.michigan.gov/mcsc
FEBRUARY 2006

7 Friends of National Service Reception, 6:00-8:00pm, Washington DC (www.voicesforservice.org)

7
Volunteer Management Training Series: Understanding Volunteering/Planning a Volunteer 

Program, 9:30am-12:00pm, Lansing ((517) 203-5020, a.byrnes@capitalareaunitedway.org)

8
Voices for AmeriCorps, 10:00am-4:00pm, Washington, DC (www.voicesforservice.org)

16
Volunteer Management Training Series: Recruiting and Placing Volunteers, 9:30am-12:00pm, 

Lansing ((517) 203-5020, a.byrnes@capitalareaunitedway.org)

16-17
10th Annual Institute on Service-Learning, Flint, MI (Tara Gilman, (517) 241-2553, 

gilmant@michigan.gov)

20
Presidents Day
21
Last date for Governor’s Service Awards to be postmarked

21
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 1:00pm (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 

241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)
23
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Conference Call, 10:00am (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

23
Volunteer Management Training Series: Orienting and Training Volunteers, 9:30am-12:00pm, 

Lansing ((517) 203-5020, a.byrnes@capitalareaunitedway.org)

MARCH 2006

7
Volunteer Management Training Series: Supervision and Recognition, 9:30am-12:00pm, Lansing,

((517) 203-5020, a.byrnes@capitalareaunitedway.org)

13
Thriving in Our Lives and Work: Leadership Conference for Women in Nonprofits & Labor 

Organizations, East Lansing (http://lir.msu.edu/lep/womensleadershipconf.htm)
15
Volunteer Management Training Series: Evaluating Volunteer Programs, 9:30am-12:00pm, 

Lansing ((517) 203-5020, a.byrnes@capitalareaunitedway.org)

16-17
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, Location TBD (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

21
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 1:00pm (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)
22-25
National Service-Learning Conference, Philadelphia, PA (National Youth Leadership Council, 

nslc@nylc.org, (800) 366-6952)
APRIL 2006

6 Making the Case in Proposals: Finding the Data You Need Online, 10:00am-12:00pm, Lansing 

(Mike Corbin, (517) 492-2400 mcorbin@mnaonline.org, www.mnaonline.org)

15-17
National Youth Service Day (www.ysa.org/nysd/) 

20
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 10:00am-4:00pm, MCSC (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

22 Earth Day (www.earthday.org)

23-29 National Volunteer Week (www.pointsoflight.org) 

25
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 1:00pm (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)
*Mark your calendar for the Michigan Nonprofit SuperConference, May 2-3, 2006 at the Sheraton Detroit Novi.  For more information, visit www.mnaonline.org.*

*If you or your agency would like information about upcoming events included our three-month National Service planner, please contact Megan Sargent at sargentm1@michigan.gov or (517) 241-3494.
� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���





               The Michigan Community Service Commission’s 


    The Workbench – February 2006


		     Giving you the tools you need to build your program successfully.





AmeriCorps Alums Leadership Conference


March 9-11, 2006   Boston, MA





This March, AmeriCorps Alums will convene 300 AmeriCorps alumni from across the country to connect, lead, and further galvanize the Alums movement.  The AmeriCorps Alums Leadership Conference will be held in partnership with the Hands On Network National Conference in Boston.  The Alums Conference will engage a cross section of graduating AmeriCorps members, alumni, and Commission/AmeriCorps Program staff in workshops focused on alumni engagement and personal and professional development.  During the Leadership Conference, AmeriCorps Alums has arranged a number of interactive and useful activities for participating alumni.  These activities include workshops, receptions & townhall meetings.





To learn more, visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.lifetimeofservice.org/?BostonConference" ��www.lifetimeofservice.org/?BostonConference�


*		*		*


With an alumni base of 500,000 and growing, AmeriCorps Alums represents a diverse group of active citizens, spanning over ten years of service and hundreds of different programs. AmeriCorps alumni are bound together by a common commitment to service and a desire to participate as active members in their communities.   AmeriCorps Alums provides an organizational structure that can serve as a catalyst for alumni to organize their efforts into productive community action. AmeriCorps Alums exists to equip its members with the tools and resources they need to get involved with issues and service opportunities in their own local communities, while at the same time realizing their connection and civic responsibility within a larger national movement.











2006 Governor’s Service Award Nominations 


Now Available!





We're sure you know a person or an organization that is making Michigan a better place live through volunteer service.  Give them the recognition they deserve by nominating them for a 2006 Governor's Service Award!


 


The Governor’s Service Award Nomination Forms are available online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mcsc" �www.michigan.gov/mcsc�.  A hard copy of the Nomination Form is available by contacting Kathie Vasilion at (517) 373-4200 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:vasilionk@michigan.gov" ��vasilionk@michigan.gov�. 

















The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, 


activities, and materials.  Please call (517) 335-4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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DON”T MISS IT!!





2006 Service-Learning Institute


“The Places We Live: Student Engagement in Diverse Communities”


February 16-17, 2006 University of Michigan-Flint





For more information, visit:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.micampuscompact.org/institute06.asp" ��www.micampuscompact.org/institute06.asp�
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