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FREE PLANNING MATERIALS AVAILABLE FOR

NATIONAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY 2005

National Youth Service Day is coming up April 15-17.  The 2005 Planning Tool Kits, Service-Learning Curriculum Guides, and posters are now available in print and online. 
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The Planning Tool Kit is a comprehensive guide to help 

project planners identify their projects, raise funds, 

recruit volunteers, generate media attention, & more. 

· The Service-Learning Curriculum Guide contains eight 

lessons to develop students' project management 

skills while planning projects for NYSD.

· The poster is a fun and colorful resource for recruiting volunteers.  The back of the poster includes activity 

sheets for students and teachers which can be copied & distributed as planning guides.

To download materials or order free printed copies, please visit: http://www.ysa.org/nysd/resource/nysd_resources_parent.cfm. 

 

$921 MILLION REQUESTED FOR NATIONAL SERVICE BUDGET FOR 2006

On February 7, President Bush released his budget request for fiscal year 2006. The proposed budget will enable the Corporation to support 75,000 AmeriCorps members, 500,000 Senior Corps volunteers, and 1 million Learn and Serve America participants. In addition, the budget will allow the Corporation’s programs to mobilize and manage at least 1 million community volunteers. 

The Corporation as a whole saw a reduction of 0.6 percent–or $6 million out of a total 2005 enacted budget of $927 million. “Even in this time of difficult budgets, service and volunteering continue to be high priorities for the Bush Administration…. With the level of funding proposed in the 2006 budget, I am confident that we can continue to play an integral role in increasing service & volunteering in America, and in fostering a culture of citizenship, service, and responsibility,” said Corporation CEO David Eisner in a statement. 

More information, including a detailed budget justification and funding history, is available online at www.nationalservice.org.

The Workbench’s

To see Michigan’s complete 2005 National Service Calendar, visit

www.michigan.gov/mcsc
MARCH 2005

2
Read Across America Day, National Education Association (www.nea.org/readacross/index.html)

5
AmeriCorps Alums Leadership Conference, Portland, OR (www.lifetimeofservice.org)

9
Peace Jam Juniors Training (for 1st –5th grade educators), MCSC, Lansing (Jennifer Weaver, 

Director of Great Lakes PeaceJam, (269) 343-2524, JChatman@KalamazooUnitedWay.org)

10-11
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, Boyne City, MI (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 

241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

16-19 National Service Learning Conference, Long Beach, CA, (www.nylc.org)

18
2005 Governor’s Service Award nominations due to the Michigan Community Service Commission 

(Mary Grill, (517) 335-7875, grillm@michigan.gov, www.michigan.gov/mcsc)
22
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 1:00pm (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

31
Raise Your Voice Workshop, 1:00-4:00pm, Marquette, MI (Kathie Vasilion, (517) 373-4200, 

vasilionk@michigan.gov)

31
Cesar Chavez Day of Service
APRIL 2005

14
Raise Your Voice Workshop, 9:00am-12:00pm, Lansing, MI (Kathie Vasilion, (517) 373-4200, 

vasilionk@michigan.gov)

15-17
National Youth Service Day (www.ysa.org/nysd)

17-23
National Volunteer Week (www.pointsoflight.org)

19
Mentor Michigan Provider Council Meeting, 10:00am-1:00pm, MCSC, Lansing (Michelle 

Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

20
Raise Your Voice Workshop, 1:00-4:00pm, Traverse City, MI (Kathie Vasilion, (517) 373-4200, 

vasilionk@michigan.gov)

21
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 10:00am – 4:00pm, MCSC, Lansing (Michelle 

Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

22 Earth Day (www.earthday.org)

27
Raise Your Voice Workshop, 9:00am-12:00pm, Detroit, MI (Kathie Vasilion, (517) 373-4200, 

vasilionk@michigan.gov)

MAY 2005

3 Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 1:00pm (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 

241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

7
Join Hands Day (www.joinhandsday.org)

20-21
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Russ Mawby Statewide Signature Service Project, Port Huron, MI (Michelle 

Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

**Mark your calendar for the Michigan Nonprofit SuperConference,

June 13, 14, and 15, 2005 at the Hyatt Regency – Dearborn**
*If you or your agency would like information about upcoming events included our three-month National Service planner, please contact Megan Sargent at sargentm1@michigan.gov or (517) 241-3494.
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               The Michigan Community Service Commission’s 


    The Workbench – March 2005


		     Giving you the tools you need to build your program successfully.








The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, 


activities, and materials.  Please call (517) 335-4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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National Volunteer Week - “Inspire By Example”


April 17–23, 2005





Millions of volunteers have stepped forward to make our communities a better place to live. Role models mentor at-risk youth; volunteers build new homes; families are given a second chance; neighborhoods find hope; and millions of other projects help causes and organizations meet their missions.  National Volunteer Week designates a special time to recognize and celebrate the tremendous efforts of volunteers.





National Volunteer Week began in 1974 when President Richard Nixon signed an executive order establishing the week as an annual celebration of volunteering. Since then, every U.S. President has signed a proclamation promoting National Volunteer Week.  Governors, mayors, and other elected officials have also made public statements and signed proclamations in support of this highly visible, nationwide initiative.





Volunteer Centers, nonprofits, businesses, government agencies, hospitals, faith-based organizations, and schools utilize National Volunteer Week to highlight their own volunteers & support thousands of service projects in the community.  In addition to local recognition events and service projects, national programs plan for initiatives to be spotlighted, kicked-off or brought to a close during National Volunteer Week. The 2005 theme and logo will remain, "Inspire By Example" because it truly reflects the power volunteers have to inspire the people they help, as well as, to inspire others to serve!





For more information and a National Volunteer Week promotional toolkit, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.pointsoflight.org" ��www.pointsoflight.org�. 





GRANT OPPORTUNITY


Mutual of America 


Community Partnership Award





This award recognizes and encourages partnership dedicated to the public good among business, government and social sector organizations.  





Visit www.mutualofamerica.com for additional information. Completed � HYPERLINK "http://www.mutualofamerica.com/about/" �applications� must be received no later than April 1, 2005. 
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