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 JOIN HANDS DAY 2005
On Saturday, May 7th, communities across America will come together for Join Hands Day.  This is a day when youth and adults connect as equal partners to help fix or improve a local problem and affirm the values of caring and working together.  Youth have an opportunity to get involved, develop leadership skills, & help make important decisions affecting their community.  Adults have an opportunity to use their abilities to fix local problems, learn to work effectively with young people, and show they care. 

For a complete Join Hands Day action guide and other free planning materials, visit www.joinhandsday.org.
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 RAISE YOUR VOICE

As nonprofit organizations face budget cuts at the state and federal level, it is important that your voice be heard by the elected officials who are making these decisions.  Raise Your Voice workshops are being offered to help you strengthen your voice around important public policy issues in Michigan & Washington, DC. This interactive workshop is designed to help busy nonprofit professionals learn how to use simple, effective techniques to advocate for 501(c)(3) organizations, the rules governing your participation in the policy process, & how to develop grassroots networks.

These workshops are free of charge and open to all staff, board members, and volunteers of nonprofit organizations in Michigan.  Registration is required.  Workshop dates/locations are as follows:
Traverse City
         
Detroit


  Grand Rapids

April 20, 2005
         
April 27, 2005

  May 12, 2005

1:00-4:00pm
         
9:00am-12:00pm
  9:00am-12:00pm

Must register by: 4/6  
Must register by: 4/13
  Must register by: 4/28

For more information or to request a registration form, contact Kathie Vasilion at (517) 373-4200.  
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Recruiting Veterans to Serve

National Service programs seek a diverse array of individuals committed to making Americans safer, smarter, and healthier. The ideal candidate possesses courage, dedication, and a wide range of skills.  Current times also call for individuals committed to public safety, public health, and disaster relief to meet homeland security needs.  

Based on the criteria above, veterans of the United States Armed Forces are ideal candidates for national service.  While serving with the armed forces, individuals dedicate their lives to service, teamwork, courage, and every other ideal of national service.     

More than two million veterans with disabilities are living in America today.  With the recent increase in military deployments overseas these numbers are rapidly increasing. Consider recruiting these ideal candidates by contacting veterans’ organizations, such as those listed below:

Paralyzed Veterans of America: 


www.pva.org / 1-800-424-8400

Disabled American Veterans:


www.dav.org / 1-859-441-7300
The Dept. of Veteran’s Affairs:     

www.va.gov / 1-800-827-1000


The Workbench’s

To see Michigan’s complete 2005 National Service Calendar, visit

www.michigan.gov/mcsc
APRIL 2005

12
Resource Center Nonprofit Training Series: Getting to 'Yes': Obtaining Corporate Underwriters 

for Your Event, 9:00am-12:00pm, Flint, MI (Resource Center, (810) 232-6216, www.rescen.org) 
14
Raise Your Voice Workshop, 9:00am-12:00pm, Lansing, MI (Kathie Vasilion, (517) 373-4200, 

vasilionk@michigan.gov)

15-17
National Youth Service Day (www.ysa.org/nysd)

17-23
National Volunteer Week (www.pointsoflight.org)

19
Mentor Michigan Provider Council Meeting, 10:00am-1:00pm, MCSC, Lansing (Michelle 

Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

20
Raise Your Voice Workshop, 1:00-4:00pm, Traverse City, MI (Kathie Vasilion, (517) 373-4200, 

vasilionk@michigan.gov)

20 MNA Local Learning Series: Major Gifts: The Stewardship Process, Lansing, MI (Mike Corbin, 

(517) 492-2400, mcorbin@mnaonline.org, www.mnaonline.org) 

21
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 10:00am – 4:00pm, MCSC, Lansing (Michelle 

Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

21 MNA Local Learning Series: Proposal Budget Development, Lansing, MI (Mike Corbin, 

(517) 492-2400, mcorbin@mnaonline.org, www.mnaonline.org)

22 Earth Day (www.earthday.org)
25-26 Entering Diverse Communities with Cultural Competence (for National Service program staff & participants), Albuquerque, NM (CHP International, 1-800-635-6675, CHPdiverse@aol.com) 

27
Raise Your Voice Workshop, 9:00am-12:00pm, Detroit, MI (Kathie Vasilion, (517) 373-4200, 

vasilionk@michigan.gov)

28-29
Working with Diverse Children and Youth (for National Service program staff & participants), 

Albuquerque, NM (CHP International, 1-800-635-6675, CHPdiverse@aol.com)
MAY 2005

2-3 Diversity Fundamentals (for National Service program staff & participants), Charleston, SC (CHP International, 1-800-635-6675, CHPdiverse@aol.com)
3
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 1:00pm (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 

241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

5-6 Recruiting Diverse Members/Volunteers (for National Service program staff & participants), Charleston, SC (CHP International, 1-800-635-6675, CHPdiverse@aol.com)
7
Join Hands Day (www.joinhandsday.org)

11
MNA Local Learning Series: Taking Your Annual Fund to the Next Level, Lansing, MI (Mike Corbin, 

(517) 492-2400, mcorbin@mnaonline.org, www.mnaonline.org)
12
Raise Your Voice Workshop, 9:00am-12:00pm, Lansing, MI (Kathie Vasilion, (517) 373-4200, 

vasilionk@michigan.gov)

20-21
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Russ Mawby Statewide Signature Service Project, Port Huron, MI (Michelle 

Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

JUNE 2005

13-15 Michigan Nonprofit SuperConference: Sustaining Mission, Dearborn, MI (www.mnaonline.org)

18
Governor’s Service Awards / Carter Partnership Awards, Dearborn, MI (Kathie Vasilion, (517) 

373-4200, vasilionk@michigan.gov)

20-21
Service-Learning Sustainability Symposium, East Lansing, MI (Tara Gilman, (517) 241-2553, 

gilmant@michigan.gov)

*If you or your agency would like information about upcoming events included our three-month National Service planner, please contact Megan Sargent at sargentm1@michigan.gov or (517) 241-3494.
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               The Michigan Community Service Commission’s 


    The Workbench – April 2005


		     Giving you the tools you need to build your program successfully.








The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, 


activities, and materials.  Please call (517) 335-4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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Outstanding Volunteers Sought for Spirit of Service Awards





The Corporation for National and Community Service is seeking nominations for the 2005 Spirit of Service Awards, which pay tribute to outstanding participants in each of the Corporation’s programs - Senior Corps, AmeriCorps, and Learn and Serve America.  Nominees must exemplify the spirit of national service, demonstrate exceptional service or leadership, and serve as role models for others in their community.  The awards will be presented to the winners during a special ceremony at the National Conference on Volunteering and Service, August 4-6, in Washington D.C. 





Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalservice.gov/spiritofservice" �www.nationalservice.gov/spiritofservice� for nomination guidelines and to apply online. To request a hard copy of the nomination guidelines, call (202) 606-5000 ext. 282.  The deadline for applications is 5:00 pm Monday, May 2, 2005.











 








MARK YOUR CALENDAR…





National Youth Service Day


April 15-17


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ysa.org/nysd" ��www.ysa.org/nysd�





National Volunteer Week


April 17-23


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pointsoflight.org" ��www.pointsoflight.org�











 











_1151833783.bin

