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National Preparedness Month 2005

National Preparedness Month is a nationwide effort held each September to encourage Americans to take simple steps to prepare for emergencies in their homes, businesses, and schools. National Preparedness Month 2005 is being co-sponsored by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the American Red Cross. Throughout September, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the American Red Cross will work with a wide variety of organizations, including local, state and federal government agencies and the private sector, to highlight the importance of emergency preparedness and promote individual involvement through events and activities across the nation.

The goal of National Preparedness Month is to increase public awareness about the importance of preparing for emergencies and to encourage individuals to take action. During September, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, the American Red Cross and the National Preparedness Month Coalition Members will ask all Americans to take some simple steps to prepare for emergencies including getting an emergency supply kit, making a family emergency plan, being informed about different threats and getting involved in preparing their communities.

For more information or to become a National Preparedness Month Coalition Member visit www.Ready.gov. 
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Team Up!  Making National Service Work in Michigan

October 20-21, 2005 – Lansing

Are you looking for ways to strengthen your capacity, expand your services, and connect with other national service programs in Michigan?  If so, then plan on attending Team Up! Making National Service Work in Michigan.   

Team Up! is a cross-stream conference that will bring together participants from Michigan’s AmeriCorps, VISTA, Senior Corps, Learn and Serve, and National Direct programs.  This event, coordinated by The Corporation for National and Community Service and the Michigan Community Service Commission, will take place October 20-21, 2005 at the Michigan State University Union in East Lansing. You won’t want to miss it!  For additional information or to request a registration form, contact Tara Gilman at (517) 241-2553.  
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CNCS LAUNCHES 

NEW WEBSITES

The Corporation for National and Community Service recently unveiled 4 new websites to improve customer service and provide a comprehensive source for news, information, and resources about service and volunteering. 

The site provides access to listings of service and volunteer opportunities, and provides grantees with resources to aid in their recruitment and program development efforts. In addition to www.NationalService.gov, the Corporation launched redesigned versions of its program websites for Senior Corps, AmeriCorps, and Learn and Serve America.  New website features include:

· Stories of Service - Through the stories of real national service participants, visitors can learn first hand about the benefits and experiences gained through service. 

· Join Online - Visitors can search by zip code for intensive service opportunities or periodic volunteer opportunities that match their interests and skills. 

· Photo Library - An online library of photos is available to the media as well as Corporation grantees for use in articles or publications. 

· News from the Field - Visitors can read stories and articles submitted from around the country by local volunteer and service programs. 

· Service Calendar - Visitors can search for conferences, trainings, or service events.

· Online Phonebook - Visitors can easily search for the appropriate Corporation contact to answer their specific questions. 

· Forms Library - Grantees and program participants can easily find the administrative forms they need to manage their programs.

The Workbench’s

To see Michigan’s complete 2005 National Service Calendar, visit

www.michigan.gov/mcsc
SEPTEMBER 2005

5
Labor Day
11
One Day’s Pay (www.onedayspay.org) 

12-13
Interpersonal Communications for Fundraising, East Lansing, MI (Pence Consulting, (800) 875-5090

www.penceconsulting.com)
15
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 10:00am-4:00pm, MCSC (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

21
Nonprofit Day 2005, Lansing, MI (Michigan Nonprofit Association, www.mnaonline.org) 

22
Choosing and Using Your Donor Management System, 9:00am-12:00pm, Lansing, MI (Michigan 

Nonprofit Association, www.mnaonline.org)

24
National Arab-American Service Project, Dearborn, MI (ACCESS, (313) 843-2844, 

www.accesscommunity.org)

26-28
Grant Writing: Unlocking the Key to Finding Funding, Ionia, MI (Ionia County Intermediate School 

District, Deborah Wagner, 616-527-4900 ext. 1405, dawagner@ionia-isd.k12.mi.us)

27-29
Planned Giving: Getting the Proper Start, Dearborn, MI (Michigan Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-

7075, www.mnaonline.org) 

OCTOBER 2005

3-7
Principles and Techniques of Fund Raising, 8:30am-5:00pm, East Lansing, MI (Pence Consulting, 

(800) 875-5090, www.penceconsulting.com)
18-19
Preparing Successful Grant Proposals, Dearborn, MI (Michigan Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-

7075, www.mnaonline.org) 

20-21
Team Up!  Making National Service Work in Michigan, Lansing, MI (Tara Gilman, (517) 241-2553, 

gilmant@michigan.gov)

22
Make A Difference Day (www.makeadifferenceday.com)
27
The Nonprofit Organization Mirror: Using Teamwork Strategies for Organizational Change, Lansing, 

MI, 9:00am-12:00pm (Michigan Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-7075, www.mnaonline.org) 

NOVEMBER 2005

7-10
Pre Service Orientation and New VISTA Supervisor Training, Chicago, IL (CNCS, Louise Thornton, 

313-226-7848)

7-13
2005 World Kindness Week (www.actsofkindness.org)

9
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Celebration, 8:00am-4:00pm, Detroit, MI (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

9-10
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Meeting, Detroit, MI (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)
11
Veterans Day

13-15
2005 Fifth Annual International K-H Conference on Service-Learning Research, East Lansing, MI 

(http://outreach.msu.edu/slConference)

15
Low Cost Ways to Market Your Nonprofit, Lansing, MI (Michigan Nonprofit Association, (888) 242-

7075, www.mnaonline.org)
17
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Conference Call, 10:00am (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

19
National Family Volunteer Day (www.pointsoflight.org/organizations/nfvd.cfm)

24
Thanksgiving Day
*If you or your agency would like information about upcoming events included our three-month National Service planner, please contact Megan Sargent at sargentm1@michigan.gov or (517) 241-3494.
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               The Michigan Community Service Commission’s 


    The Workbench – September 2005


		     Giving you the tools you need to build your program successfully.








The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, 


activities, and materials.  Please call (517) 335-4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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ADULT & YOUTH LEADERSHIP/MENTORING VOLUNTEER MATERIALS 


TO HELP STOP ABUSE, ABDUCTION, CRIME & VIOLENCE





The Good Knight Network asks for your help in keeping children safe as they go back to school.  A special free offer for the Good Knight Safety Video is available for ordering (s/h apply). Please join a nationwide quest to keep children safe, communities empowered, and volunteers inspired in a pro-active fun leadership and mentoring program. Bilingual Good Knight Leadership Program materials are also available. For more details, please visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.goodknight.org" ��www.goodknight.org�.
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