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Funds Available for MLK Day 2003 Planning Through CNCS





Subject to the availability of appropriations, the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) intends to award grant funds of $2500 to $7500, to pay for the federal share of the cost of planning and carrying out service opportunities in conjunction with the federal legal holiday honoring the birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr. on January 20, 2003.  The purpose of these grants are to mobilize more Americans to observe the Martin Luther King, Jr. federal holiday as a day of service in communities and to bring people together around the common focus of service to others.   


This is great opportunity to develop projects in response to President Bush's Call to Service asking all Americans to perform 4000 hours-the equivalent of two years-of community service to the nation over their lifetime.  It also provides an opportunity for National Service programs to reach out to other National Service programs and faith- and small community-based organizations to collaborate on this day of service.  


For more information and a copy of the Notice, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.mlkday.org/" �www.mlkday.org�.  Questions should be directed to � HYPERLINK "mailto:mlkday@cns.gov" �mlkday@cns.gov� or the appropriate Corporation State Office (� HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalservice.org/contactus.html" �www.nationalservice.org/contactus.html�).








ICHAT Offers Free Michigan Criminal History Background Checks to Nonprofits	


If your program utilizes volunteers or members who work with vulnerable populations such as children or the frail elderly, it is important to perform a criminal history background check on every person who works with them.  This is necessary both for the safety of those you serve, and for the credibility of your program.  


The Michigan State Police provides the Internet Criminal History Access Tool, or ICHAT, which allows you to instantaneously access the criminal history records of individuals who have been convicted of a crime in Michigan.  ICHAT is an easy way to access this information, and is free to nonprofits (the cost is $10.00 per request for for-profit businesses).  


To access ICHAT, type � HYPERLINK "https://mi-mall.michigan.gov/ichat" ��https://mi-mall.michigan.gov/ichat� in your browser.  If you have not used ICHAT before, you will need to register yourself and your organization.  For each entry, you will need the subject’s full name, sex, race, and date of birth.  The response will provide all personal descriptors on file and a list of cases for which the subject has been convicted and all recorded data related to that conviction.  Please note that this search will only include convictions recorded in Michigan, and does not include driving records, or convictions received in other states.  


For more information on accessing criminal history records, or to find out about more in-depth criminal history searches, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/msp" ��www.michigan.gov/msp�, and click on “Crime Prevention, Safety & Services” in the left-hand column, then click on “Police Services for Citizens,” then click on Requesting Criminal History Records.





New Publication Available to Help Prevent Member Burnout





Most members go through a phase of their service in which they start to lose interest in their site.  They may start showing up late for their service or training hours, or just display that “I’m checked out” look on their faces.  Though it may be a phase, you can play a key role in helping them get out of that rut.


DynaTEAM Consulting, Inc. has created a new publication, “R3: Rejuvenation, Reflection, & Recognition.”  


This new training resource is geared toward AmeriCorps programs and is designed to keep members energized and motivated throughout their AmeriCorps experience.   This manual offers over 50 activities, ideas and exercises in a format that is user-friendly.  Ready-to-facilitate material includes exercises for group training and ideas to help individual members who do not regularly attend group training sessions.   You will get ideas on how to improve retention, increase productivity, engage members in creative reflection, provide awards and incentives, and be an agent of growth and development for your members.  


To find out more about “R3,” call DynaTEAM Consulting, Inc. at 1-507-271-5881.  Or, for an order form, email � HYPERLINK "mailto:youngera1@michigan.gov" ��youngera1@michigan.gov� with your fax number, and one will be sent to you.  
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July


17: Michigan’s AmeriCorps New Program Director Orientation, 10am-5pm, Lansing, MI


18: Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 10am – 4pm, Lansing, MI


22-25: 2002 Summer Institute on Service-Learning, School Reform, and Youth Advocacy/Leadership, Bloomington, IN (Civic Literacy Project/Indiana University, �HYPERLINK "http://www.serve.indiana.edu/"��www.serve.indiana.edu�)


22-26:  Teacher Institute for Service-Learning, St. Paul, MN (National Youth Leadership Council, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nylc.org" ��www.nylc.org�) 


25-26: Promise Fellow Quarterly Training, Holiday Inn, Alpena, MI


28-31: AmeriCorps*VISTA Early Service Training, Chicago, IL


29-Aug 2: Grantsmanship Center Workshop, Columbus, OH (TGCI, 800-421-9512, or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.tgci.com" ��www.tgci.com�)  


31-Aug 3: AmeriCorps*VISTA Pre-Service Orientation and Supervisor Training, Chicago


  August


9-13:  2002 National Service Program Training of Facilitators/Trainers on Diversity Issues, San Antonio, TX (HR&D Project, � HYPERLINK "mailto:CHPdiverse@aol.com" ��CHPdiverse@aol.com�, or Blanche Clark, 800-635-6675)


14: Learn and Serve-Michigan conference call


15: Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 10am – 4pm, Lansing, MI


22: Michigan’s Communities of Promise Conference Call, 9am – 10am


26: Corporate Volunteer Training, Detroit (Points of Light Foundation/Volunteer Centers of Michigan, � HYPERLINK "http://www.mivolunteers.org" ��www.mivolunteers.org�) 


26-29: AmeriCorps*VISTA Pre-Service Orientation and Supervisor Training, Chicago


September


11:	 United Day of Service (Youth Service America, � HYPERLINK "http://www.ysa.org" ��www.ysa.org�, or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:united@ysa.org" ��united@ysa.org�) 


11-17:  National Civic Participation Week, various locations (� HYPERLINK "http://www.participateamerica.org/" ��www.participateamerica.org�/)


19:	Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, MCSC, Lansing  (Michelle Metzmaker, � HYPERLINK "mailto:metzmakerm1@michigan.gov" �metzmakerm1@michigan.gov�, 517-335-4295)


19: Nonprofit Day 2002, Michigan State Capitol, Lansing (Michigan Nonprofit Association, 888-242-7075, � HYPERLINK "http://www.mnaonline.org" ��www.mnaonline.org�) 


22-23:  Taking Fundraising Seriously: Youth and Philanthropy, Indianapolis, IN (Center for Philanthropy at Indiana University � HYPERLINK "http://www.philanthropy.iupui.edu/conferences.htm" �www.philanthropy.iupui.edu/conferences.htm�)


29-Oct1: Council of Michigan Foundations 30th Annual Conference, Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island (Vicki Rosenberg, 616-842-7080, email � HYPERLINK "mailto:vrosenberg@cmif.org" ��vrosenberg@cmif.org�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cmif.org" ��www.cmif.org�) 





To share information about upcoming Training and Technical Assistance events or issues for National Service Programs, please call the MCSC at, 517-335-7952, email � HYPERLINK "mailto:youngera1@michigan.gov" ��youngera1@michigan.gov�, or write


 “The Workbench,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913
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