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Celebrate Michigan During Michigan Week!


Michigan Week, an annual tribute to the best of our state, is being celebrated May 17-26.  Since 1954, Michigan Week has promoted state pride among citizens and celebrated the rich heritage and unique features that make Michigan special.  As a National Service program, you help make Michigan a great place to be and deserve to be a part of Michigan Week!  


This year’s theme is “Great Lakes, Great Traditions: Celebrating Michigan’s Heritage,” focusing on the citizens, cities, industries, institutions, and experiences that have shaped our state.





A number of events and programs have become Michigan Week traditions.  The annual Michigan Week service awards pay tribute to dedicated citizens who give of their time and talents to better their communities and the state.  





Read Michigan is an annual list of books representing the diverse history and culture of our state.  The list features books that are about or set in Michigan, or are written by a native or resident of Michigan. Selections typically have a wide appeal to many audiences covering a range of topics and issues.





Your community may already be taking part in this great Michigan tradition.  To find out how you can get involved, visit  the Michigan Week web page at � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17447_18630---,00.html" ��www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17447_18630---,00.html�. 





Web Sites Help Demystify 


No Child Left Behind





Last year, President Bush signed into law the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB). This education reform plan brings a new focus to education standards nationwide. 





Now America's K-12 schools are being asked to describe their success based on four basic principles: stronger accountability for results, increased flexibility and local control, expanded options for parents, and an emphasis on teaching methods that have been proven to work.  Standards for specific subjects are determined by individual states.  





All National Service programs with an emphasis on education have a role in helping schools meet NCLB standards.  





The web sites below should help answer questions about your role in helping schools achieve NCLB standards.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nclb.gov" ��www.nclb.gov� - the Federal Government’s site, with a newsletter and resources.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-22709_22874---,00.html" ��www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-22709_22874---,00.html� - Michigan Department of Education’s page, with links to state policies and many resources.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncrel.org/policy/curve/overview.htm" ��www.ncrel.org/policy/curve/overview.htm� - North Central Regional Educational Laboratories’ page, with a NCLB overview, implementation timeline, and resources.





Updated National Service Directory Available





If you’ve been wondering how to contact other National Service programs in Michigan, now you can!  The updated Michigan National Service directory is now available on the MCSC web site.    The Directory provides a complete listing of all AmeriCorps, Learn and Serve, and Senior Corps programs in Michigan.  


Programs are grouped in the Directory by stream of service, and are listed in alphabetical order.  





You can find programs and sites near you by using the listing of programs by county in the back of the Directory.  





To download a PDF version of the Michigan National Service Directory, � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/documents/NS_Directory2-03_63544_7.pdf" ��click here�.  Or you can find the Directory by visiting � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mcsc" ��www.michigan.gov/mcsc�.  In the left navigation menu, click on News and Resources.  In the new menu that comes up on the left, click on Research & Publications.  In the middle of the page, you will find the Directory in the Spotlight Publications box.  





If you have questions about the Directory or updated contact information, notify Kathie at � HYPERLINK "mailto:vasilionk@michigan.gov" ��vasilionk@michigan.gov�. 
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May


1-2	Michigan’s AmeriCorps Promise Fellow Orientation, MCSC (Kathie Vasilion, � HYPERLINK "mailto:vasilionk@michigan.gov" ��vasilionk@michigan.gov�, (517) 373-4200)


7	Learn and Serve – Michigan SB conference call, 2:30 p.m. (Tara Gilman, � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov�, (517) 241-2553)


7	Volunteer Investment Grant meeting, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. MCSC (Tara Gilman, � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov�, (517) 241-2553)


9	Statewide Conference on Nonprofit and Legislative Relations, Grand Rapids (Council of Michigan Foundations, Sue Cuddington, � HYPERLINK "mailto:scuddington@cmif.org" ��scuddington@cmif.org�) 


13-15	Michigan Foster Grandparents and Senior Companions Biennial Statewide In-Service Training and Recognition Conference, Bavarian Inn,  Frankenmuth, MI (CNCS, Kevin Murphy, � HYPERLINK "mailto:kmurphy@cns.gov" ��kmurphy@cns.gov�)


15	Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director’s meeting, MCSC (Michelle Metzmaker, � HYPERLINK "mailto:metzmakerm1@michigan.gov" ��metzmakerm1@michigan.gov�, (517) 241-3606)


19-20	Grantmakers/Grantseekers Conference, Lansing Center (� HYPERLINK "http://www.mnaonline.org/" ��Michigan Nonprofit Association�/� HYPERLINK "http://www.cmif.org/" ��Council of Michigan Foundations�/� HYPERLINK "http://maeeval.org/" ��Michigan Association for Evaluation�, Mike Corbin, � HYPERLINK "mailto:mcorbin@mnaonline.org" ��mcorbin@mnaonline.org�, (888) 242-7075 ext. 2412)


20	Governor George Romney Lifetime Achievement Award Ceremony at Grantmakers/Grantseekers luncheon, Lansing Center (Kathie Vasilion, � HYPERLINK "mailto:vasilionk@michigan.gov" ��vasilionk@michigan.gov�, (517) 373-4200)





June


8-10	National Conference on Community Volunteering and National Service, Baltimore, MD (Points of Light Foundation, � HYPERLINK "http://www.pointsoflight.org/conference" ��www.pointsoflight.org/conference�)


13-16	National Foster Grandparent Conference, Indianapolis, IN (University of Indianapolis, Angela Moorman, (317) 396-1800, � HYPERLINK "mailto:amoorman@cagi-in.org" �amoorman@cagi-in.org�)


16-18	Transforming Vision Into Action: Developing Powerful Strategies for Sustaining Service-Learning, MCSC (Learn and Serve-Michigan School Based, Tara Gilman, � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov�, (517) 241-2553)


20-21	Michigan’s AmeriCorps Signature Service Project, Battle Creek (Kathie Vasilion, � HYPERLINK "mailto:vasilionk@michigan.gov" ��vasilionk@michigan.gov�, (517) 373-4200)





July 


9	Michigan’s AmeriCorps Planning Grant Orientation, MCSC (Michelle Metzmaker, � HYPERLINK "mailto:metzmakerm1@michigan.gov" ��metzmakerm1@michigan.gov�, (517) 241-3606)


16	Michigan’s Volunteer Investment Grant Conference Call, 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. (Tara Gilman, � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov�, (517) 241-2553)


17	Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director’s meeting, MCSC (Michelle Metzmaker, � HYPERLINK "mailto:metzmakerm1@michigan.gov" ��metzmakerm1@michigan.gov�, (517) 241-3606)


24	Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Meeting, 12:00 – 5:00 p.m., MCSC (Kathie Vasilion, � HYPERLINK "mailto:vasilionk@michigan.gov" ��vasilionk@michigan.gov�, (517) 373-4200)


31	Michigan’s AmeriCorps Promise Fellow/Site Supervisor Conference Call, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. (Kathie Vasilion, � HYPERLINK "mailto:vasilionk@michigan.gov" ��vasilionk@michigan.gov�, (517) 373-4200)








To share information about upcoming Training and Technical Assistance events or issues for National Service Programs, please call Andrew Younger at  (517) 335-7952, email � HYPERLINK "mailto:youngera1@michigan.gov" ��youngera1@michigan.gov�, or write


 “The Workbench,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913
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