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Implications for the prevention of 
unintended teen pregnancy 

If U.S. teenagers had only births that they intended to have (and unintended 
births to teens were postponed until after age 20), then the 
U.S. teen birth rate in 2008 would have been just 22.8% of 40.2, or 9.2 per 1,000. 
If this happened, teen births would drop from 11% of all births in the United 
States to just 4% of all births.6 
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