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Members Present: Dennis Bowdoin, Bryan Budds, James Canders, Rick Fiddler, 

Paul Flinsky, Brad Frederick, Mark Johnson, Karl Klimek, Mark 
Perry, John Strehl 

 
Members Absent: Dick Acker, Sean Brosnan, Bill Cattley, Eric Jaroch, Pete 

Kamarainen, David Powell 
 
Aero Staff Present: Rick Hammond, Hilary Vanderstow 
 
Other Present:   
 
 
Introductions & Welcome 
 
Rick Hammond opened the meeting at 11:00 a.m.  
 
Minutes Approval 
 
Meeting minutes from August 21, 2012 were approved. The West Michigan Aviation 
Academy will be featured in the Office of Aeronautics electronic newsletter in the future. 
 
North Fox Island Airport 
 
Pete Kamarainen has not met with Department of Natural Resources (DNR) again 
regarding North Fox Island Airport. 
 
Brad Frederick has not received a response from the DNR. There has been recent 
activity with the DNR working to modify a special use permit to re – open the Two 
Hearted airstrip following the Duck Lake Fire. The Two Hearted airstrip is on DNR 
property. The owner of the Rainbow Lodge was working to get part of the airport on his 
property, in order to extend the airstrip. However, he was advised by the Recreational 
Aviation Foundation (RAF) to allow the original airstrip to be fixed, and then creating a 
new runway that would be 2,800 feet. The DNR is open to this. This would be a public 
use runway.  
 
The area of Paradise, MI has sought to have a public use airport built in their township 
for years. The Office of Aeronautics has not been able to help with this due to the fact 



that all feasible land is owned by DNR. However, a new Two Hearted airport would be 
able to serve the area of Paradise as well.  
 
In the past, the Office of Aeronautics has had success in trading land with DNR. Rick 
suggested starting with the local unit, because there is a long turn – over time when 
going through the Federal and State Governments. People are willing to volunteer their 
time, equipment and money to open and maintain airports around Michigan.  
 
Brad Frederick believes that DNR would be more comfortable if the State supported 
agreements to allow a volunteer group to maintain an airport. Pilots are aware that 
landing at an airport is at your own risk. Rick Hammond is not familiar with any liability 
lawsuits regarding the standard of care of a runway. There is no discretion in the yearly 
directory related to landing at your own risk. Airports are inspected for the standards of 
the licensing agreement. There is no required amount of inspections for an airport.  
 
Fly Michigan Facebook Update 
 
Karl Klimek suggested putting a link to the Fly Michigan Facebook page on the Office of 
Aeronautics webpage. 
 
Brad Frederick is in contact with a pilot and film director who films advertisements, and 
recently purchased a summer – house on Deer Lake. Brad is interested in using his help 
with pictures and advertising.  
 
Flying Clubs / Recruiting Students / Promote Cost Effective Flying 
 
 
Bryan Budds passed out a “Flying Club Model Summary” packet from the Aircraft 
Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA). The AOPA sent out surveys to members of 
flying clubs asking about their flying club experience. The packet shows the categories 
of reasons members of enjoy their flying clubs. These included benefits, fleet, risk 
management, community, and governance. The AOPA is interested in flying clubs 
because of the affordability and the community. The AOPA plans to continue supporting 
flying clubs to help the growth through marking and promotion. Some current and 
immediate next steps to be taken include a “flying club finder” on AOPA’s website, a 
Facebook group, webinars, and eNewsletters. The AOPA is also interested in 
networking flying clubs together to make it easier for pilots to check – in. 
 
Rick Hammond suggested asking AOPA to post their Facebook page on the Fly 
Michigan Facebook page.  
 
John Strehl has been asking pilots what can be done to improve general aviation. One 
pilot mentioned changing the fly for hire regulations to help offset high fuel prices. John 
believes that this is a good topic for the committee to look into.  
 
Other 
 
The AOPA has been in contact with the White House to educate new occupants with the 
top aviation topics.   
 
Mark Perry brought up the recommendation of posting the “laundry list” of planes with 



the silhouettes of the airplane, and the specifications of the airplane including the 
category of approach speed, wing span, length, and manufacturer’s recommended 
runway landing length online for the general public to better understand. Although it 
should be noted that pilots will still land on runways outside of the manufacturer’s 
recommended length.  
 
Brad Frederick pointed out to the committee that there is no Michigan pilot association. 
This is something that the committee would be able to help create. In the past, there has 
been talk of state chapters forming. Bryan Budds shared that most chapters in other 
states have changed into Airport Associations. Some pilot / airport associations have 
“passbooks” for pilots to mark off what airports they have visited. Rick Hammond 
suggested using “Michigan Aviation Association” as a starting point to build from for an 
association in Michigan. Having another voice for the aviation community would be 
helpful. However, the committee needs to explore more deeply the communication 
between other associations in Michigan. A suggestion was made to invite all Michigan 
aviation groups to meet together. 
 
While on break from the committee, Rick Hammond is going to work on a profile of 
aircraft silhouettes and pass along information about Two Hearted Airstrip. 
 
Brad Frederick shared that DNR would feel more comfortable leasing land to another 
government agency, such as the Office of Aeronautics, rather than an individual.  
 
Rick Hammond adjourned the meeting at 12:13. 
 
 


