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Members Present: Dennis Bowdoin, Bryan Budds, Brad Frederick, Mark Johnson, 

Pete Kamarainen, Karl Klimek, David Powell, John Strehl 
 
Members Absent: Dick Acker, Sean Brosnan, Bill Cattley, Rick Fiddler, Paul Flinsky, 

Eric Jaroch, Mark Perry 
 
Aero Staff Present: Rick Hammond, Hilary Vanderstow 
 
Other Present:   
 
 
Introductions & Welcome 
 
Pete Kamarainen opened the meeting at 10:10 a.m.  
 
Minutes Approval 
 
Meeting minutes from June 18, 2013 were approved.  
 
North Fox Island Airport 
 
The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has approved the opening of an 
unimproved airstrip on North Fox Island. The Recreational Aviation Foundation (RAF) 
has agreed to sign to be responsible for the airstrip. They have agreed to a five year 
contract with DNR regarding the use of the island.  Donations have been made in order 
to start opening the airstrip however, DNR has not yet cleared use for the roads or the 
cabin located on North Fox Island. Rachel Teague, airport manager of Beaver Island, 
has volunteered to act as the airport manager for North Fox Island. The Michigan 
Department of Transportation (MDOT) cannot inspect the airstrip until a visual inspection 
has been completed. Plans are being made to make this initial inspection possible. The 
RAF is currently deciding how to deliver the equipment needed to the island.  
 
Shop Preparation 
 
The teacher’s workshop is scheduled for October 26, 2013 from 8:30am – 4:00pm. The 
overall theme for the workshop will be “Connecting to Your Local Airport”. A registration 
fee of $25.00 is being considered. Checks for sponsorships should be made out to 



 

Square One Education. 
 
Sponsorships are still needed for morning and afternoon snacks, as well as for keynote 
speakers. Giveaways, coupons, door prizes, and aircraft rides are needed for the day of 
the workshop.  
 
Some possible keynote speakers include: Bob Lutz, Sean Tucker, Jack Lousma, Dick 
Devos, Mike Linn, Aaron Cook, and / or the Aviation History Museum. The Abingdon Co. 
was also discussed as a keynote speaker, as well as for giveaways.  
 
The Air Zoo of Kalamazoo, Cessna, Beechcraft, AvFlight, and AvFuel will be contacted 
for representation and giveaways.  
 
The Michigan Flight Academy is discussing a possible break – out session for the 
workshop. The Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) chapters will be contacted 
regarding having some representation at the workshop. The Civil Air Patrol is also an 
option. Waco Aircraft from Battle Creek and Enstrom Helicopter Corporation were 
brought up as break – out sessions as well for their engineering and manufacturing 
aspect of the aviation field.  
 
From an education side, Western Michigan University is sponsoring, Eastern Michigan 
University, MIAT College of Technology and Jackson Community College will be 
contacted, along with other Colleges and Universities around Michigan.  
 
The Aerospace industry should also be considered for the teacher workshop. Things 
such as rocketry, space flights, and satellites would be an intriguing component for 
teachers. The Northwestern Michigan College should be contacted regarding the drone 
program. The Air National Guard will be starting to fly drones out of Battle Creek, which 
would be a great thing to connect to teachers.  
 
Tower tours and weather tools (connecting weather information and resources for 
aviation) will be looked into as break – out sessions.  
 
A few aircraft have already committed to being at the workshop for show, and for rides 
through a break – out session. A finalized list should be prepared by October 1st for 
MDOT to coordinate parking space on the apron.  
 
King of the Grill was brought up as an option for lunch.  
 
The details of the workshop have to be more finalized before it can be determined if it 
qualifies for continuing education credits. There will have to be a certain amount of 
contact hours, and a certain amount of content. This will be an incentive for teachers to 
attend.  
 
Pete Kamarainen inquired about the possibility of having / training teacher fellowships. 
However, no one on the committee was familiar with the requirements for this. In the 
future it would be helpful to have a group of teachers that are trained in aviation / 
aerospace education to help teachers and school districts in the future. One way to do 
this would be to partner with the Aeronautics Commission. Another option was 
discussed about partnering with Math and Science Centers and conferences to help 
connect teachers to aviation and aerospace. These are a few things that have potential 



 

to stem off of the teacher workshop. 
 
Orion’s Quest is an organization based in Michigan that targets middle school children. 
Orion’s Quest is concentrated of space research. The kids do mimicked research with 
Bioserve Space Technologies researchers using worms and fruit flies in space.  
 
A proclamation was sent to the Governor’s office to make October 26th Aerospace / 
Aviation Education Day. 
 
An outline for the day was discussed, starting with a keynote speaker followed by a 
break, break – out session, lunch, and more break – out sessions to attend. 
 
A flyer for the teacher workshop will be distributed online, to schools and to airport 
managers. 
 
It is important for teachers to introduce aviation to children of all ages, K – 12 grades. 
The number of high school graduates is declining yearly, which directly relates to the 
amount of new people in aviation.  
 
A meeting is scheduled for September 10th during the Michigan Association of Airport 
Executives conference to work out any final details for the teacher’s workshop. 
 
Other 
 
Bryan Budds believes that Michigan is ahead of other states with regard to aviation 
because of the Aeronautics Commission, and the small numerous associations in the 
community.  
 
The decrease in new pilots is affecting aviation in the general aviation, and the 
commercial career field.  
 
The communities need to help advertise aviation events such as festivals, fly – ins, 
races, and others. 
 
Traveling pilots are a help to the economy by purchasing fuel, and spending money in 
the communities they visit. Pete Kamarainen mentioned the idea of having bikes 
available at airports for visiting pilots to use, to visit the local communities.  
 
The committee would like to try to get in contact with Pure Michigan regarding a Pure 
Michigan Aviation branch. 
 
Many pilots would like to see a list of festivals and events in the MDOT Airport Directory. 
 
The idea of a survey at upcoming conferences was discussed to ask people for ideas 
about sharing the news about aviation. 
 
MIAT College of Technology was offered as a meeting place for a future General 
Aviation Committee meeting. 
 
Rick Hammond adjourned the meeting at 12:02. 
 


