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• John Polick, 16-years-old, shined the flashlight on a 67-year-old woman 
while his older brother brutally beat her to death so the brothers could 
steal a television set.  (Id.) 

• 15-year-old Christopher Dankovich stabbed his mother 111 times in their 
Rochester Hills home.  (Id.) 

• 17-year-old Michael Kvam raped and killed a woman, a teenager, and a 
little girl in Rochester Hills. The brutality of the crimes shook a local 
judge enough to change his stance on the death penalty.  (Id.) 

These vicious crimes perpetrated by teenage murderers have occurred in 

counties across the State: 

• In Kent County, sixteen-year-old Federico Cruz chose an emotionally- 
troubled teenage victim, took him to his house, decapitated him, then 
skinned the head, all the while playing music and video-recording the 
process.  (http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1996-05-
02/news/9605020198_1_teen-kent-county-sheriff-grand-rapids.) 

In sum, there is no good reason to apply Miller retroactively when Teague 

does not require it.  The Attorney General respectfully requests that the Court 

grant leave and hold that Miller does not apply retroactively. 

III. This Court should clarify the nature of the Miller remedy as it 
applies prospectively and to those cases still on direct review. 

As Wayne County explains in its response, there is no such thing as a 

sentence of “life without parole” in Michigan.  This Court should also grant leave to 

provide Michigan trial courts with needed clarity regarding Miller’s application to 

new teenage-murder prosecutions and to cases still on direct review. 

The remedy would presumably include a fact-finding hearing in the trial 

court to determine whether an LWOP sentence is appropriate giving the facts and 


































