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Recognizing common scams.

Becoming a victim.

Steps to take if you become a 
victim.
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www.michigan.gov/agcharitysearch

5

7,000 registered charities

517-373-1152
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 Paralyzed Veterans of America Spinal Cord 
Research Foundation

 Disabled Veterans of America

 National Vietnam Veterans Foundation
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Beware of sound-alike charities!

Program Services

Program Services
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“Grandma!  Hi, how are you?”

“It is your favorite 
grandchild. . . “

“Hi, Billy.  How are you?”
“Actually, I’m in some trouble, 
and don’t want Mom and Dad 

to know…”
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1) Resist the pressure to act 
immediately.

2) Call trusted family, friend, or 
local police.

3) Do not wire money, send a check 
or money order by overnight 
delivery, or provide any personal 
information.
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• Emails, texts, or calls that claim 
to be from a reputable source.

• Criminals:
o Ask for your personal information.

o Use information to steal money and/or 
identities.
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• NEVER give out personal 
information to someone who 
calls you.

• Add your number to the 
National Do Not Call Registry 
by calling 1-888-382-1222
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• Modern computer 
software makes it 
possible to print 
checks at home.

• Explosion of 
counterfeit 
cashier’s check, 
money orders, etc.
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Common elements:
• Small “fee” for lots of $$$;

• Fake checks;

• Wire transfer; and 

• Anonymous communication or 
confidential work.

20



Phone & Mail Scams 7

26

32

© 2012 State of Michigan.  All rights reserved


