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Requests for Proposals (RFP) 

 
Wireless LAN System 

 
Released Wednesday, May 27, 2009 

 

Overview 
Saginaw Township Community Schools (STCS) is accepting bids for equipment to add a 
district wide 802.11N wireless infrastructure.  The initial purpose of the wireless network 
will be to support staff/student laptops & handheld devices, VoIP wireless phones, laptop 
carts of 15 to 30 computers, and eventually one-to-one computing. 
 
The objective of this RFP is for STCS to obtain competitive bids from qualified bidders 
in a public forum.  This bid is also available at http://www.stcs.org/itbids.  
 
Sealed bids will be opened and read aloud at the Board of Education office at Heritage High 
School, 3465 N. Center Rd, Saginaw, MI, 48603 at 1:30 pm on Wednesday, June 10, 2009. 
 
STCS is a school district that serves Heritage H.S., White Pine M.S., 6 elementary schools 
(Arrowwood/Special Services, Hemmeter, Plainfield, Sherwood/Mackinaw Academy, Weiss, 
and Westdale), and a two-building Transportation/Building and Grounds/Nutrition Services 
facility. All quantities in this document are included for systems to serve these 9 facilities.  

 

Locations 
Heritage High School/Central Office ** White Pine Middle School  Arrowwood Elementary 
3465 N Center Road   505 N Center Road  5410 Seidel  
Saginaw, MI  48603   Saginaw, MI  48638  Saginaw, MI  48638 

 
Hemmeter Elementary   Plainfield Elementary  Sherwood Elementary/ 
1890 Hemmeter    2775 Shattuck   Mackinaw Academy 
Saginaw, MI  48638   Saginaw, MI 48603  3870 Shattuck 
         Saginaw, MI  48603 
Weiss Elementary   Westdale Elementary 
4645 Weiss    705 S Center 
Saginaw, MI 48603   Saginaw, MI  48638 
 
Transportation/Building & Grounds/Nutrition Services 
3283 Fashion Square Blvd, Saginaw, MI  48603 

 
** Heritage High School/Central Office is the “head-end” facility for the district’s data network. 
Aerial views of buildings are available at www.sagagis.org. 
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Existing Data Configuration 
STCS currently shares fiber interconnecting each of its nine buildings. We are in the process of 
installing a new Cisco network with 10GB to each building, 1GB to each IDF, and 10/100/1000 
with PoE to each port. There are a few 802.11B access points in the district, but they will be 
removed as part of this project. 

 

Goal 
The goal of this project is to provide a district wide, centrally managed, 802.11N wireless 
network.  There are limited wireless devices in the district today, but we anticipate an increase in 
the number of laptops and other handheld devices, including a small number of wireless IP 
phones. We plan on purchasing 100 APs, a controller(s) and licenses to support the APs.     
 

Network Design, Configuration, and Implementation 
I. System must be centrally managed & bid must include required software. 
II. Vendor is responsible configuration of controller(s). 
II. STCS Network Admin must be included in controller configuration.  Knowledge transfer 

that takes place during setup will be considered part of training. 
III. STCS intends to self-install Access Points. 
IV. Vendor will be asked to provide free AP placement recommendation based on STCS 

provided drawings, blueprints, or site visits, but it need not be included with bid. 
V. Vendor may include cost for detailed site survey as an option if recommended. 
VI. Base Bid should include Controller(s), APs, Licenses, Software, and all required 

accessories to support 100 Access Points. 
VII. Controller bid should be able to manage at least 200 APs for future expansion. 
VIII. Access Points should support mesh or wireless connectivity between Access Points. 

 

Maintenance 
Please include standard warranty information. Please also include cost of upgrading to a 
five year extended warranty on hardware and software.   
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Submitting Bids 
Bidders must submit three (3) copies of their sealed bids to STCS on or before 1:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, June 10, 2009, at which time all bids will be opened and read aloud.  Late bids will 
not be accepted or considered by STCS.  Bidders are welcome to attend the bid opening. 
 
All bids must be inclusive of any shipping or other costs and expenses. The cost to prepare the 
bid and any costs not expressly included in the bid are the responsibility of the bidder. STCS is a 
tax-exempt public school and will provide a copy of its tax-exempt certification if requested. 
 
All bids must be submitted using the Wireless RFP Bid Sheet posted with RFP. 

 
All bids must be delivered to STCS as follows: 
 

    Attn:   Jim Mitchell – Information Technology Director 
Saginaw Township Community Schools 
Board of Education Office 

    3465 N Center Road 
Saginaw, MI  48603 

Pre-bid meeting 
To ensure complete access to information and to confirm the data provided by STCS staff, 
bidders are invited to attend an optional pre-bid meeting at STCS’s offices, 3465 N Center Rd., 
Saginaw, MI  48603. The meeting will begin in the Board of Education office at 1:00 pm on 
Friday, May 29, 2009.  

 
Any questions regarding this bid request must be directed to Jim Mitchell via email at 
jamitche@stcs.org. Any and all subsequent addendums to the RFP will be posted STCS’s web 
site at www.stcs.org under the RFP and Bids link. The addendums posted on the website will be 
considered part of the bid documents; bidders agree to comply with new information that may be 
provided on the website by the date and time specified.  All bidders are responsible for ensuring 
that their final bid conforms to any posted addendum. Any exceptions to requirements in this 
document or any addendum posted on the web site must be clearly noted in vendors bid response 
and can be considered by STCS in their review and selection of the successful bidder. 
 
Bidders are required to include a signed original and notarized original copy of the attached 
Affidavit of Bidder form disclosing familial relationships with its employees and STCS’s 
superintendent and Board of Education. Failure to complete this document will result in 
disqualification of bid. 

 

Bid Award 
The bid will be awarded to one bidder at the discretion of STCS. STCS reserves the right to 
accept or reject any and all bids, in whole or in part, to waive any irregularities in the bid process 
and to negotiate contract terms, in its sole discretion. The decisions of the STCS are final and 
bidders have no right to appeal any such decisions. 
 
STCS will use the following general principles in the RFP review, evaluation, and selection 
process: 
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• Clear and complete responses to the RFP requirements 
• Satisfactory responses to STCS issues and system performance requirements 
• Best value cost solution 
• Demonstrated and documented performance 
• Product availability/delivery lead time 
• Compatibility to existing infrastructure 
• Opinion of current customers, both vendor supplied references and STCS contacts 

 
The proposed system must be based on the manufacturer’s most current hardware and software 
releases and may not include any used and/or refurbished equipment. 
 
STCS intends to award the bid at its regularly scheduled Board meeting on Monday, June 22, 
2009.   
 

Prevailing Wages 
Prevailing wages are required for this project, where applicable. 
 

Warranty 
The Vendor warrants to STCS that the hardware and software furnished under the contract will 
be of good quality, subject to manufacturer warranties and new unless otherwise required or 
permitted by STCS.  Unless the parties agree otherwise, the Vendor extends a warranty for a 
period of one-year commencing on the date of the final payment made.  The Vendor warrants 
that the work will be free from defects not inherent in the quality required or permitted.  Vendors 
shall specify the exact periods of on-site warranty coverage for both parts and labor for all 
equipment and software quoted.  Vendor also must state what is covered by the existing 
warrantee.  
 

Operating Costs 
Vendor shall as part of bid response, provide annual operating costs for the first 5 years. This 
includes but is not limited to hardware/software warranty, maintenance, support, and licensing. 
 

Non-Discrimination and Assistance 
The Board of Education of Saginaw Township Community Schools complies with all federal and 
state laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination, including the requirements of the United 
State Department of Education and the Michigan State Department of Education. 

 
It is the policy of the Board that no person on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age, national 
origin, ancestry, height, weight, marital status, familial status, political belief or affiliation, 
disability, handicap or legally protected classification shall be discriminated against, excluded 
from participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise subjected to discrimination in any 
program, employment practice, or activity for which it is responsible or for which it receives 
federal or state financial assistance. 
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If you would like to attend and require assistance or accommodations to participate in the bid 
opening or award meeting, please contact Jim Mitchell at (989) 399-8050 at least 72 hours before 
the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

Saginaw Township Community School District 

Standard Instructions to Bidders 
 
1. Read, Review and Comply:  It shall be the bidder’s responsibility to read this entire 
document, review all enclosures and attachments, and comply with all requirements specified 
within. 
 
2. Receipt and Opening of Bids: Sealed bids will be accepted upon receipt in the Board of 
Education Office, Saginaw Township Community School District, 3465 North Center Road, P.O. 
Box 6278, Saginaw, MI  48608, until the time indicated on the attached Invitation to Bid for the 
goods or services listed in the specifications and will be publicly opened and read aloud. 
 
3. Form of Bid: Bids shall be submitted on the enclosed form with any exceptions, 
deviations or modifications to the published requirements clearly noted and explained. 
 
4. Submission of Bids:   
 

A) Envelopes containing bids shall be sealed and clearly marked on the outside of the 
envelope with the name and address of the bidder, the title of the project, and the 
date and time of the scheduled bid opening. 

B) Any bid received after the scheduled opening time will not be accepted. 
C) Any bidder may withdraw their bid response by written request at any time prior 

to the scheduled bid opening. 
D) Telephonic or faxed bids will not be accepted and telephonic, telegraphic, or 

faxed amendments to bids or withdrawals will not be accepted under any 
circumstances. 

E) Unless otherwise specified, no bid may be withdrawn, changed, or modified in 
any way for a period of sixty (60) calendar days from the date of the bid opening. 

F) Negligence on the part of the bidder in preparing the bid confers no rights for the 
withdrawal of the bid after it has been opened. 

G) Bids received prior to the time of bid opening will be securely kept unopened.  No 
responsibility will attach to any officer or employee of the School District for the 
premature opening of a bid not properly addressed or identified. 

H) If either a unit price or extended price is obviously in error, and the other is 
obviously correct, the incorrect price will be disregarded. 

 
5. Brand Names:  Wherever in the specifications or proposal form brand names, trade 
names, manufacturer, or catalog numbers are used, it is for establishing a grade or quality level 
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only and the phrase “or equal” is deemed to follow unless a pre-qualified list or the term “only”, 
“no exceptions”, or similar phrase is included. 
 
6. Taxes:  The Saginaw Township Community School District is exempt from State and 
Federal taxes.  However, property purchased by a contractor to be used in the construction, 
alteration, repair, or improvement of fixed property owned by the School District is taxable to 
the contractor.  Therefore, the price bid for contracts other than construction contracts must be 
exclusive of taxes and will be so construed.  Construction contracts will be construed to include 
all applicable taxes unless the contract specifies otherwise. 
 
7. Acceptance of Bids:  The Saginaw Township Community School District will award to 
the lowest, responsive, responsible vendor that meets the functional requirements and needs 
expressed by the specifications.  Receipt of a purchase order or properly executed contract 
covering the materials or services as described in the bid will indicate the award of bid and 
contract of purchase.  
 
8. Saginaw Township Community School District’s Rights:  The Saginaw Township 
Community School District reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, to waive 
irregularities or defects, to award on a split-order or lump-sum basis, and accept other than the 
low bid when deemed to be in the School District best interests. The School District reserves the 
right to increase or decrease quantities or modify conditions and specifications by mutual 
agreement with the selected supplier, both at the time of acceptance of this bid as so modified, 
and subsequent thereto. 
 
9. Delivery:  Bids shall include all delivery charges with terms of Freight Prepay – FOB 
Saginaw, MI.  Title shall not transfer to the School District until receipt. 
 
10. Laws:  The laws of the State of Michigan shall govern the rights, obligations, and 
remedies of the Parties under this bid and any agreement reached through this process. 
 
11. Disclosure:  All of the information included in your bid response is subject to the 
“Freedom of Information Act” and may be disclosed in its entirety after the formal, public bid 
opening has been completed. 
 
12. Independent Price Determination:  By submission of this proposal, the bidder certifies 
that the pricing structure offered has been arrived at independently without consultation, 
communication, or agreement of such prices for the purpose of restricting competition with any 
other bidder or competitor. 
 
13. References:  References may be requested as a part of the solicitation or after the opening 
of bids.  When requested they are to be furnished as called for.  Failure to honor this request will 
cause the bidder to be subject to rejection. 
 
14. Samples:  Samples may be requested as a part of this solicitation or after the opening of 
bids.  When requested, they are to be furnished as called for, free of expense, and if not 
destroyed will upon request be returned at the bidders expense.  Bidders request for return of 
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samples must be made not later than the date on which they are furnished.  Bidder shall label 
each sample individually with bidders name and item number. 
 
15. Payment Discounts:  Cash discounts may be considered in determining the successful 
bidder.  If a cash discount is offered and accepted it will be considered earned if paid within 30 
days after receipt of the correct invoice or acceptance of goods, whichever is later. 
 
16. Payment Terms – Goods & Materials:  Invoices for Goods and Materials will be 
approved as follows: Fifty (50) percent can be invoiced upon receipt; Fifty (50) percent can be 
invoiced upon substantial completion of associated services (target to be mutually agreed to at 
issuance of PO). If the project does not include services, invoices will be approved upon 
verification of completed & undamaged receipt of product.  Payment terms to be net 30 days 
from date of invoice. 
 
17. Payment Terms – Services:  Invoices for services will be approved on a monthly basis for 
services completed in the preceding month.  Payment terms to be net 30 days from date of 
invoice. 
 
18. Indemnification:  The contractor agrees to hold and save the school system, its officers, 
agents, and employees harmless from liability of any kind, including costs and expenses, with 
respect to any claim, action, cost or judgment for patent, copyright or trademark infringement 
arising out of the purchase or use of equipment or use of equipment, materials, supplies, or 
services covered by this contract. 
 
19.  Certificate of Insurance:  Saginaw Township Community Schools requires all contractors 
to procure and maintain for the duration of any work performed, commercial general liability 
with Saginaw Township Community Schools listed as additional insured.  The preferred limit for 
general liability is $l,000,000.  Also required is workers’ compensation insurance with Saginaw 
Township Community Schools listed as certificate holder.  Saginaw Township Community 
Schools prior to the beginning of work for the district must receive your certificate of insurance. 
 
20. Familial Disclosure:  All bids are required to be accompanied by a sworn and notarized 
Affidavit of Bidder disclosing any familial relationship that exists between the bidder and the 
District personnel or Board members.  Any bid that does not include the sworn and notarized 
Affidavit of Bidder will not be accepted (pursuant to MCL 380.1267(3)(d). PLEASE NOTE 
THAT THE INCLUDED AFFIDAVIT OF BIDDER FORM MUST BE COMPLETED, 
NOTORIZED, AND RETURNED WITH YOUR BID. Form may be found at 
www.stcs.org/bids. 
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Appendix A 
 

MDF & IDFs at Each Building 
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M.D.F. – 1

Plainfield Elementary

In small closet

in music room
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M.D.F. – 1

In closet behind

media center computers

I.D.F. – 1

In small closet inside 

computer room

1
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I.D.F. – 2

In storage closet

behind secretarial

office

2 I.D.F. – 3

In storage closet

in garage area

3

I.D.F. – 4

In storage closet

in secretarial office
4
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I.D.F. - 5

Upstairs - catwalk

5

I.D.F. – 6

In mechanical

room by men’s 

locker room office

6
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downstairs

storage area

M.D.F. - 1

I.D.F. – 1

Inside Storage

Closet

1
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I.D.F. – 2 

Inside Office 

area - corner

2

I.D.F. – 3 

Inside school

store work

area

3

I.D.F. – 4

Inside small

closet in

Storage room4

I.D.F. – 5

Inside Room 310 

storage room

5



   17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I.D.F. – 6

West wall of

coaches office

accessible through

training room6

I.D.F. – 7

Located in outdoor

Press Box

7


