
6. 	 Can I charge a minimum or reservation fee?
 No. 

7. 	 Can I charge a cancellation fee? 
Yes, but it must be stated in the rental agreement. 

8. 	 Can I be a supplier and a location owner? 
No, the Bingo Act states that a supplier shall not be 
involved directly or indirectly with the rental or leasing 
of a facility used for an event. 
Example 1: A supplier may not provide the location as 
part of their supplier fees and it may not be included on 
the supplier price list.   

Example 2: A supplier may not pay any type of fee 

(cleaning, utilities, parking, etc.) to the location owner 

for the use of the space.   


9. 	 I am helping an organization get qualified to hold poker 
at my location, what do they need to do? 
You should instruct the organization to visit our website 
at www.michigan.gov/cg and click on the Qualification 
Requirements tab.  If the organization does not know 
which category they qualify under or has additional 
questions, they should contact our office at (517) 335-
5780. 

10. Can a location owner advertise the millionaire party? 
Yes. If the location is going to advertise an event it 
must be stated in a Bureau approved rental agreement 
and shall include:   
a. The name of the licensee. 
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b.	 The license number. 
c. The purpose for which the proceeds will be used. 

11. What information can I post on a sign in front of my 
establishment? 
You may place a generic message on the sign such as 
“Charity Poker Room” with no further requirement.  
However, if any specific information is posted (e.g. 
days, dates, times, games, game program information, 
etc.) you must also include: 
a. The name of the licensee. 
b.	 The license number. 
c. The purpose for which the proceeds will be used. 
If you have additional advertising questions, please 
review the Advertising Licensed Gaming Events by 
Locations directive. 

12. Can two or more licensees share a location? 
Yes. Each licensee must: 
a. Complete their own game forms, 
b. Deposit their entire proceeds into their own bank 

account. 
c. Use clearly distinguishable chips. 

13. If two licensees share a location, can both licensees 
pay the dealers? 
No. A worker/dealer can only be paid by one licensee 
per day at that location. 

14. Can I prohibit the charities from paying their members 
for volunteering to work the millionaire party? 
Yes, but it must be stated in the rental agreement. 

DEALERS... 

• 	 Do not have to be members 


of the organization. 


• 	 May not play on days they 

are working. 


• 	 May be paid up to $50 per 

day. 


• 	 May not accept tips. 



 

CHARITABLE 
GAMING HIGHLIGHT$ 

Problem Gambling
Judy Herriff, Executive Director, Michigan Association on Problem Gambling 

The Michigan Association on Problem Gambling (MAPG) is a non-profit organization of therapists, researchers, 
recovering gamblers and community citizens with a heartfelt concern for problem gamblers.  We are the state affiliate of 
the National Council on Problem Gambling (www.ncpgambling.org).  Both organizations take a neutral stance on 
gambling. According to the 2006 prevalence study conducted by David J. Hartmann, Ph.D. of Western Michigan 
University for the Michigan Department of Community Health, Office of Drug Control Policy, 98% of Michigan citizens 
who participate in some form of gambling experience no negative impact 
on their lives. Our concern is for the 2% who acknowledge a gambling Resources: 
problem causing serious personal and family hardships. This means at Michigan Department  of Community 
least 146,850 Michigan residents eighteen years of age and older—or Health 
roughly 1 of every 110 citizens—are problem (severe) or pathological Office of Drug Control Policy 
(more severe) gamblers.  www.michigan.gov/odcp 

The Charity Gaming Division of the Michigan Lottery issued 4,000 
Michigan Association on Problem

millionaire party licenses during fiscal year 2008 in which 200 charities Gambling
raised $10.5 million.  Many adults enjoyed these games while helping www.michapg.com 
support a non-profit organization.  MAPG has three concerns about 
these charitable gaming events: 

1. 	 Anyone 18 years or older can purchase chips at a Millionaire Party.  There may be 
several gaming rooms with multiple license holders sponsoring events in the same 
establishment at the same time.  If the gambler moves from room to room or 
drives to another establishment they may lose several hundred or even several 
thousand dollars in one night. MAPG is concerned that the bulk of the profits to 
the organization may not come from the 98% of gamblers who have a casual, non-
harmful relationship with gambling but from the 2% who have a problem.  MAPG 
would like to explore with you ways of getting information to the problem 
gamblers about services available from the State. 

2. Some of these gaming rooms are in establishments very close to college and 
university campuses. 18-year-olds may be considered adults in some legal 
transactions but they are still in the high “risk taking” developmental stage. 
Many are convinced that they are invincible. Some of them have already been 
playing poker in home games, which are illegal, for several years.  Studies from five 
states and Canada show that gambling addiction rates of adolescents are twice 
those of adults. So while a school may be raising funds for music or sports 
programs, a student’s financial ability to participate may be compromised by the 
very activity that raised the funds. 

3. A casino within 10 miles of home has a significant effect on problem gambling and 
is associated with a 90 percent increase in the odds of becoming a problem or 
pathological gambler, according to research from the University at Buffalo’s 
Research Institute on Addictions in June 2005.  The Charitable Gaming Division 
noted that 80 locations statewide regularly hosted millionaire party events during 
2008 and that number is growing precipitously.  

My goal for submitting this article for HIGHLIGHT$ is to increase awareness to those involved with Texas Hold’em 
and to encourage proactive measures to provide resources to your players so those who need help can get it.  Rack cards 
are available, which list some of the warning signs along with the Michigan 24-Hour Gambling Help Line.  To request a 
supply of the rack cards and other helpful information, contact  jherriff@gmail.com. 
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The Charitable Gaming Division conducts training sessions to provide the most current information 

to our licensed organizations. Organizations conducting a Texas Hold’em are strongly encouraged 

to attend one of the following sessions, which are scheduled noon-4 p.m. 

July 13, 2009 August 12, 2009 September 17, 2009 
American Legion Flint Council VFW 1138 American Legion 349 
4314 Carpenter Road 400 Jones Ave 334 S. M‐35 
Flint, MI Monroe, MI Little Lake, MI 

October 21, 2009 November 10, 2009 
The Ball Joint Eagles 3306 
4720 Beckley Road 2335 West Sherman Blvd 
Battle Creek, MI Muskegon, MI 

Compulsive gambling can be treated. If you, a family member, co-worker, or a friend need 
help or would like to learn more about problem gambling and the programs available, please 
call the Michigan 24-hour Help Line at 1-800-270-7117. 




